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Introduction

Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are potent tools capable of

transforming politics and governance in Africa in the 21 Century. This can be traced back when
the Nigeria-Biafra war broke out in 1967, the British Broadcasting Corporaﬁon (BBC) fired
Fredrick Forsyth who was assigned to report on the war could not but rather gave a report that
portrayed the British government in bad light. However, Forsyth immediately returned to Biafra
and stayed till the end of the war. But with a single telex-line at his disposal, he literally brought
the blood-bath and carnage in Biafra to the doorsteps of the international corﬁmunity (Udoka,
2006).

The abolition of regional governments following the Nigerian independence in ’1960
shifted regional and state growth as pressure from‘tﬁe central government continued to dictate
both political actions and the pace of economic and political development in Nigeria (Nwafor,
2001). The power of ICTs is influencing publicv opinion, successive Nigerian governments,
monopolized and controlled many organs and very often clamped down on those who dared to
challenge them. Before now, television channels and radio stations including tele-
communications were owned by government until recently, successful, Journalists were
mﬁrdered and some imprisoned for daring to bring to the notice of the general public what was
going on in the nation’s political arena. In doing so, the majority of Nigerians were deprived of
participation in the running of tﬁe government.

Although, the internet was invented in the late 1960s, its use was limited to only a few
segment of society until in the early 1980s when the internet protocol suite was standardized. By
mid-1990s, the internet became a revolution that impacted tremendously on culture, commerce,
politics, connecting people in far distance via instant messaging thereby making the world a

Asian Academic Research Journal of Multidiseiplinary
www.asianacademicresearch.org

ISSN :2319-2801 -




ISSN :2319-2801 -~

g8, APRIL 2015)
ISSUE 32 (A

VOLUME 1 itted through paper
MD. VO sously transmi

e “ de web jnformation that was laboriously

: 1d-wide web. 1
global vil

ow be offortlessly sent thr o
: tion hitherto

es of informa |

. are not only efficient, but also

1 ethods.
ough new and classical m

ically can now
work could n nsported physically

Furthermore, in N0 delay volu

w technologies
i ¢ almost instantly. These ne
ough the interne

ile phone
2010), mobile p |
- £ letter writing passing through the

xjstence 1 jgera
i i ce in Nige
to existe :
pass,thr s came 1N
cording
i handy. Ac
easier and

esC
post offices as text messag

t
(4106 and Governmen
CTs on Politics
Impact of I

ti
on politics and governmen . o
- change in Nigeria and

v |
jready being felt in Nigeria, but the
sa

eral
The impact of ICTs .

s can ICTs facilitate political

nd, and
in what way .

d er eo

i | 10N ai overnance on th

o between communicatl n g
1 >

incre
and bridge the ever ¢ 0

between the citizen hemselves on the other hand ( N
e t f oovernment’s monopoly on ele
t | fetched, since the breaking of gover y

| e

g not farfetched,

e Nigerians have suddenly foun

d a voice not only

isi more
d Television; more and

- n etwork and access
commumcatlon a

lton
e acquired 2 pc)werful t00

n heir persona “ cO nmun.caf()n bllt also hav
| | ‘ | | | | V‘ i 1l-in plogrammes are already
. Radio aIld tele 1sion ca
. it 1 €S. .

10- htl.cal 15SU
n socio pO

to perform. We have a lot of ra

jverbird Rhythm, 94.7

[ jons in Abuja
| stations in A
information © -
nt
on governme |
ous pressure ;
For instance, Ray Power M,

e very effective especially

putting enorm

ramimes on political issues.
g

that runs pro ) vision stations ar
f these aspects of ICTS: radio and e ral election, it may be
. Most 0 - 1993 gene

P e itoring and publication of results. In F MKO

in the aspect of election monitoring el vigtory of

in

kie-tatkie that revealed the ov

- nistration (Okechukwu, 2000).

as truncated by the Military admi

. e
recalled that 1t was wir

Abiolz; even before the result w

AV W
C

He went further-to say that 1

- oy % > ¢ } ey 4" E ?f N7 k- % K¢ g ary
o an A\ {1 ‘\ig‘\.\ {tﬁ toee L"E }L}u; na O \;i“ |14 E\Q§p 12&&1
Si¢ s A{C] ’ 3 i i |

" AARIMD  VOLUME |

S (APRIL2015)  * ISSN':2319-2801

connects poor, rich, educated and non-educated and people in an inter and intra-flow of

information. This is a potential tool for political mobilization.

In Nigerian government, ICTs is a wonderful opportunity to be in direct contact with the

masses through what is referred to as e-government (Augustine, 2003). Augustine maintained

that e-government is the application of information and communication technology by

government, public sector and agencies to change the means by which government relates and

interacts with its citizens, E-government uses promises to enhance the effectiveness and

efficiency of government and radically alters its relationship with the public.

in ICT offer a platform to exchange information and provide services.

ICTs can also be potent tools for political mobilization such as in political campaigns and

elections. It is with this new innovation that President Barack Obama had an edge over his

challengers during his presidential campaign. Obama’s campaign team used social media to raf ly

a huge number of Americans to vote for him. He also raided a ot of his campaign money

through the social media. The question is, how possible will that be in Nigeria come 2015

presidential election?
Promotion of good Governance through the ICTs

Good governance is among other things, participatory, transparent and accountable,

cffective and equitable and it promotes the rule of law. It ensures that political, social and

cconomic priorities are based on broad consensus in society and that the voices of the poorest
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and the most vulnerable are heard in decision-making over the allocation of development

resources.
Ajuru (2010) conceived good governance as an organization or the government that

should be able to provide the basic needs of the society and when the government is able to

provide these basic needs for its citizenry, it promotes mutual understanding between the leaders

and the led. This shows that the people will be satisfied with the government in place. Good

governance is not just about government, it is also about political parties, parliament, the

judiciary, the media and civil society. It is also about how citizens, leaders, and public
institutions relate to each other in order to make change happen.

Democratic governance is about how citizen

and successful democracies require more than elections, the existence of an independent

judiciary and other democratic institutions and even a free press. They require the existence of

established legitimate relationships between the state and citizens. Promotion of good

governance through the ICTs is already being felt in Nigeria, since the breaking of government’s
monopoly on the Tele-communication and television, more and more Nigerians have suddenly

found a voice not only in their inter—persohal communication but) also have acquired a powerful
too] to network and access information on socio-political issues. Radio and television call in
programmes are already putting enormous pressure on government to perform.
Challenges and ‘Implication for Education Technology

In light of what has been happening.in the Nigerian politics since the return of civilian
rule with regard to the use of technological equipment in politics and governance, it is safe to
conclude that the march to educational technology in Nigeria and e-government has begun. Itis a

gradual process‘but the tempo is increasing as more and more technological equipment are
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Nigeria in the last few years enables us to conclude that it is only a matter of time before a

substantial change begins to appear in the way in which government carries out its business.

Conclusion and Recommendations

New innovation in educational technologies offers a platform to exchange information

and provide services. For instance, educational technologies will certainly increase the internal

efficiency of the National and State Assemblies as well as the judicial system of government.

This can be seen in the proceedings and judgements previously hand-written in courts can now

be done in a few hours with the aids of educational technologies such as computer system. This

will certainly decongest the court s that justice can quickly be dispensed.

There are certainly many obstacles on'the way but there seems to be a bright prospect that
will transform and enhance political participation in Nigeria. For this to happen, all hands must

be on deck to move our country (Nigeria) forward in order to achieve the good governance.
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