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Litfects of Socialization on Achievement in Secondary School Social Studies

A. O. Umeh (Mrs.)

Bepartment of General Studices Federal University of Techinology Minna, Niger State.

Abstract: This study investigates the influence of socilisazation on achicvement in secondary school sociat studies.
Three hypotheses were formulated. Three hundred and thirteen students was used which composed ol one hundred
and forty-four girls and one hundred and sixty nine boys were randomly drawn from ten secondary schools in

Minna. metropolis of Niger state. A test retest method was used 1o determine the reliability of the instrument. ‘two

sets ol test were constructed by the researcher based on the experiment. One set of the test was for 1SS two
students and it contains 15 items while the other set which contained 20 items was for 1.S.S three students. The
content of the lesson for .S, S two was fumily while that of 1.5 .S three was culture. The data obtained were
analyzed using -fest statistic in testing the hypotheses. AH the hypothesis were tested a1 O, 05m level of
significance. The finding showed that the female students taught with socialization method out-performed their mate
counterparts. [t was recommended among other things, that socialization method be applicd in teaching social
- studies starchiest especially in the junior secondary school.

Introduction

The mwroduction of social studies into our
cducational curriculum has been scen as a
playmg the role of developing desirable
socto-civic  and  personal  behaviour.
Ogunlade (1984) has recorded just a little in
terms of shaping or changing the behavior
pattern - of  secondary  school  students.

According to Lee (1979) the teaching of

social studies is centered on socialization, It
(s aimed at helping  the products of
sceondary school students o develop the
potentials for acting wisely in any society
that they found themselves. Presently, the
subject has  been undergoing changes
lowards — improvement  as  regards it
Curriculum.  Procedures of teaching and
fearning  involves  socialization  method
which is the back bone on achieving social
studies goals. Socialization is a process of
slow  and transformation  of the
helpless: students to become more mature
adults.  Sociadization  Thus  stressed  the
process whereby individual learn to play
various social roles necessary for effective
participation in educational aspect of ife
and  society in gencral.  David (1999,
Through socialization. method of (caching
the aim of social studies which cmbraces
basic skills ol individual, values. allitude.
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beliefs and behavior patterns of the socicty
can be achieved. According 0 Amucheuri
(1999) socialization is a long process by
which human beings tansmit and leam
particular thought. feeling and behavior

processes and pattern required for social

perpetuation of social adaptation. Through
sociatization method of tcaching and social
transformation and cultural condition which
is important to ones social and physical
environment can be achieved. The-benelit
derived from the social studies cducation
cannot be over emphasized. yet the subject
1s grouped as one of the clective subjects in
the curriculum. The position atloucd o
social studies in the educational curriculum
may be one of the reasons that dampen the
spirit of the teachers of social studies and the
students. The subject is only offered in the
Junior secondary school where there are
trained teachers. but at the senior sccondary
school where students are found to be more
interested and have positive altitude towards
the subject, they are not motivated.

Resecarch carried out by Mark (2000).
Indicated that teachers of social studies do
not have necessary audio-visual instructional
materials and where few were available.
teachers did not make maximum use of
them, and this implies that teachers can not




Joumat of seience. education and technology
Volue 1 Number |

approximately apply aids in wcaching some
specific topics for maximum understanding
b the lemners.

I this rescarch work, @ comparison of
e hers and Tearmers” view on the increase
Coline om social studies subject was carried
ot uame deachers and students randomly
celected lom different schools in Minna,
Nyeor state, and it was Tound out from
|'n-.~:|mm1v|11\' that subject is due to lack of
miterest sinee the offered up to senior
wecondary sehool level. Lack of appropriate
teaching method and materials for both the
wachers  of social and  students. These
problems could be solved if the subject can
be taken up to senior secondary school level
and be written in both West African
Examination Council (WAEC) and National

Examination Council (NECO). Also the

availubility of resources such as audio-visual’
materials  and  cffective  utilization  of
appropriate method of teaching could solve
the problem of social studies in secondary
schools.

A lot ol blames have been labeled
against lack of interest by the students on the
methods of teaching social studies which
according to some authors arc unrelated to
the Hife and interest of students and may not
promote their value when they finally leave
school to face a bigger challenges. In order
to correct this error, John (1979) points out
that since the early stage of learning social
studies largely concerned with acquiring of
norms, values and skills, more attention
should be paid to students right from
primary. junior and senior levels of
cducation,

Goslin (1999) stated that
socialization is very important to students
lcaming of social studies since it is the
process whereby students learn to play
various social roles necessary for effective
participation in the society and through
socialization capture the spirit of learners.
He added that Socialization is a life long
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process of cultural moulding. by which
students learn the basic skill.  values,
altitudes, beliefs and behavior patierns of the
society. In the process ol socialization, the
learner is transformed into a person who has
accumulated knowledge of his culture and
he is a participating member of his society
through interaction with his cultural setting
and his physical environment.

According to Vernon (2000) some
knowledge is learnt directly or indirectly
from the source, somc through models
observed and imitated while others are fearnt
intuitively and skill, others though role play
throughout life. No two students are the
same, every student is unique in his own
way and socialization is 1o shape the
personality of students to conform to the
cultural norms and societal demands also to
integrate student irrespective of their culture,
belie! to become tolerant, co-operative,
understanding  towards  onc  another.
Socialization should be carcfully examined
in the curriculum content to see that their
structure corresponds with the content of the
fesson. Since we have lapses in the audio-
visual material and other types of aids that
could promote teiching and leaning social
studies. socialization can be use by the
teachers of social studies to achicve the
same objectives as the other lapses of
instructional materials. This study therefore
aims at finding out the influence of
socialization on student’s performance m
secondary school social studies.

Statement of the problem

The teaching and fearning of
social studies at the secondary school devel
of our educational system has not been
impressive enough due to the position
allocated to the subject in the educational
curriculum not offered singly at the senior
secondary school level and as a result not
taken in WAEC or NECO Examinations. It
is also as a result of lack of available
resources  (audio-visual)  materials  and
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appropriatec method of teaching the subyect
Therefore the purpose of this study s (o
influence.  Socialization  on  students
performance in secondary school sociul
studies.
Research Questions

Base on the observation and
statement of the problem this research
sought to find answer to the following
research questions.
1. Is there any significant difference in
the mean scores of J.S.S. one student
taught social studies with socialization
method and those taught social studies
without socialization method?
Is there any significant difference in
the mean scores of J.8.S three students
taught with socialization method and
those without socialization method.
3. What are the mean achievement scores
of male and female taught social
studies with socialization method of
teaching?
Hypotheses

Three hypotheses were formulated.
They arc:
HO: There is no significant difference in
the mean scores of 1.S.S one students taught
with soctalization mecthod and those taught
without socialization method.
HO:: There is no significant difference in
the mean scores of LS.S. three students
taught with socialization method.
HO:: There is no signilicant difference in
the mean scores of male and female students
taught with socialization method and male
students taught with socialization.
HO,: There is no significant difference in
the means scores of J.S.S class three
students taught with socialization and 1.S.S
class one taught with sociatization,

~J

Research Design

The research design adopted for thus
study was the pretest-postiest experimental
control group design.
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Population and Sampling 'Technigue
The population consists of all Junior

Secondary School in Minna mietropoliscs of

Niger state. One hundred and twenty (120)
students comprises of 60 males and 60
females were randomly selected using
simple random sampling technique. Thirty
students (15 males and 15 females) from
each of the four schools were randomly
selected for the study.

Research Instruinent

The research instrument used for
“data  collection was  Social  Studics
Achievement Test (SSAT) which was
developed by the researcher to ascertain the
general suitability of the instrument and
linally refine the test items where necessary.

Validation of the Instrument

The tests were given to four experts in
Social Studies Department at College of
Education Minna for validation and
reliability test.

Reliability of the Instrument

A test-retest method of finding the
rcliability of an instrument was adopted, The
tield test was administered using the Social
Studies Achievement Test (SSAT) to the
same group of students twice at an interval
of two wecks. The two set of scores were
first used to calculate the correlation
coefficient using pearson product movement
correlation coellicient formula. The result
obtained 0.71 as the reliability coelficient of
the instrument,
Method of Data Collection

Data collection used was based on
the administering of the test instrument
(SSAT) on the experimental and control
groups before and after tcaching. The
control group was taught with socialization
method of teaching for the period of two
weeks  and  onc  week  revision and
experimental  group was taught  without
socialization method of teaching the result
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Data Analysis

usine  T-Test,  Mceans  and
Deviation.

The data were analyzed statistically
Standard

Tablel Companmons of the pretest mean score of the Experimental and control groups

Group
foaperimental Group o0 282 942
Control Group o N8 973

NSO SD

DEF

59
59

"~ T.Valve T.Valve P
Calculate  Critical
1.38" 1.66 0.05
138" 1.67 0.05

This indicate  that there was no
sienificant  difference  at 005 fevel of
si;nil}cunl between the mean scores of the
cxbpcrimcntai eroup and control group (T

Table 2: Postiest Performance Results of the experimental and control groups.

=1.38, DF = 59. P< 0.05) mcaning that the
experimental group and the control group
possess the same entry level with regards to
the topics taught them.

T.Valve P

e N O S.D DF T.Valve
, roup Calculate  Critical o
ixperimental Group 60 67.8 1217 59 5.68 245 005

Control Group

59 457 1.67 0.02

60 478 842

Stenificant at 0.05 level.

The T-valve calculated (3.68) is higher than
the t-valve critical (T =5.68. DF =39, P<
0.05. This means that there is a significant
diflerence  between  the mean  score  of
Experimental Group and the control group at
0.05  level of significant.  Therelore,

hypotheses one is rejected. Fhere is a
significant difference  belween  the mcean
score of student taught with socialization
method  and  those  taught  withoui
socialization method  which  the {ormer
performed better than the later.

Table 3: The Comparison of male and female mean scores of Experimental Group in the

postiest. ) - _ . s
" Group N O SD DF TValve TValve 1
- Calculate  Critical
| Male Exp. Group 30 6785 1409 29 0.037 1.70 0.05

Female Exp.Group

30 67.63  9.12

28 0.03 1.69 0.05

Signilicant at 0.05 tevel

The t-valve calculated is less than the
t-valve eritical (0.03<1.70). This shows that
there is no significant difference in the

achievement scores of male and [emale
student in social studies when taught using
the same socialization method.
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Discussion

Based on  the research question
which state that is there any significant
difference in the mean scores of J1.8.S one
students  taught  social  studies  with
socialization and those taught social studies
without  soctalization  method. Hypothesis
one was rejected meaning that there is
significant difference in the performance of
students taught with socialization method
and those taught without it. The finding of
this study is in agreement with Oforma
{1978) who stated that for communication (o
be cflective, we must choose the most
suitable channels of sending the message
and that the most suitable channels and
those that appeal to our sensc of sight.
hearing, smell. touch and taste.

Hypothesis 2 There is no significant
difference in the mean score of JSS three
students taught with socialization method
and those without it. Hypothesis 2 was also
rejected  showing  that  all  students
irrespective  of the  class  acquired  the
knowledge with socialization method of
teaching.  This finding  supported Umeh
(2000) who stated that through effective and
cfficient use of appropriatc  method  of
teaching stdents despite their age and class
lunctions and performs virtwally the same.

Hypothests 3. which state that there
In no significant difference in the mean
scores ol female swdents  taught  with
sociatization method. This agreed with the
linding of Miller (1971) that there was no
significant dilference in the performance of
male and female students in any  subject
where demonstration or  visual  materials
were used. Conclusively.  gender cannot
influcnce the performance of students if
cqua! treatment is given them Umch (2000).

Conclusion

In order to overcome the problem of
poor performance in Social Studics. school
authoritics in” various  Junior  Sccondary
Schools should make a provision for (he
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development  of  socialization  mcthod  of
teaching so as 1o provide students with
enough opportunity that will enable them
express themselves or exchange ideas.

Recommendation

(1) All junior sceondary schools should
process curriculum that will embrace
soctal studies subject with emphasis
on the importance of socialization
method of teaching.

(2) Teachers should not wait for origina
fearning materials for use in the
teaching of the subject, but should
employ stmple socialization method
of Leaching by eatherine (ogether
students  from  various classes  to
demonstrate.

(3) Teachers should be exposed 0 new
innovation so that they can keep
abreast with the fatest idea. skill, and
experience.

(4) The use of socialization method of
teaching at junior secondary school
level should be encouraged by the
teachers.
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