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The Monthly Variation in the Feeding Habits of Auchenoglanis occidensaii N
Tagwai Lake, Minna, Njou
V. I. Chukwuemeka, S. M. T'sado, R. O'M'NR.J_“‘
—_
A i - -
The food and feeding habits of Auchenoglanis occidentalis commonly called the “BuBu Calﬁshordicglraﬂcmfm&m

Tagwai Lake, Minna, was analysed from January to June, 2013. A total of 216 fish specimen were used for this study. gy
these were obtained from the local fishermen operating in Tagwai Lake Minna. These fishermen used vanous ﬁsh;'ns‘m
including hand nets, cast nets and gills nets of various sizes. They also used hook and hines. The frequency of oocumence gy
dominance method were used to analyse the food in the gut. Auchenoglanis occidentalis from Tagwai Lake, Mmna by .
broad spectrum of food items in the gut ranging from insects, fish and plants to protozoan. The peroentage of msecss wy
(31.75%), fish (12.70%), Chyme (20.65%), plant materials (20.63%), protozoa (1.59%) and soil (12.70%). The presence o
different food items in the gut of the Auchenoglanis occidentalis which ranged from animal to plant and soil resulod m
being considered as an omnivore bottom feeder. The broad food spectrum of the fish makes them good aguaceiion
candidate. It also suggests that the species feed both in surface water and near the substratum (sand). Interesungly. the fay
habits of the fish species were not removed by difference between the dry season months and the rainy season moaths Ty
result also showed that insects had the highest percentage (31:75%) followed by plant matenials.
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Is ll‘ld Methods
;2::;:;0“ of Study Area:

state experiences two distinct seasons i.e. the dry season (between November and March) and the rainy season (between

April and October). The area has a tropical climate with mean annual temperature of 30°C, relative humidity of 61.00% and
poual rainfall of 1,334.00mm. The vegetation of the area is typically grass, dominated with scattrred tree species. The

mean 4 i
s dominated by Nupe and Gwari people. The lake is about

occupation of the people of the area is fishing. Tagwai settlement i _
j0km away from the heart of the town. The secondary benefits of the dam includes fisheries. recreation and wild life
conservation.
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Figure 1: Monthly Variations in compositi p .
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insects, insect larv ac, prp{uz.nu to plant materials. This no doubt makes it a zood aquaculture candidate Onimisi et al. (2009)
who worked in Zaria chr_;md Meye and Ikomi (2010) who worked on [i]“_r Orogodo in Delta State also H'l“‘l‘!t'd same.
From Figure L and 2, %I‘md 1§ s seen (0 be a part of the diet. Although its function is not well known, but the presence of
cand in the gut is a pmnlc.l- that the fish species feed both at the stlrt"uchc water and near the substratum (sand). 1t is possible
that the sand in the gut ““_t—'m E“"L‘ been accidentally ingested with the fish species since both have the same percentage of
12.70 and they were not significantly different. It could also mean that the Auchenoglanis occidentalis is a bottom dweller.
This agreed with the work of Onimisi er al. (2009), Akpaniteku et al. (2013) and Idodo-Umeh, (2003). The) all reported
separately in their works that Auchenoglanis species are bottom dwellers as sand was found reasonably in their gut.

Conclusion

From the results obtained in this study, Auchenoglanis occidentalis is an omnivore (feed both on plant and animal materials)

put it had a tendency (o predate more on insects, since it fed more on insects in both dry and rainy season.
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