s indicators of the quality of the surface water bodies; they

'secondary producers in the aquatic ecosystem, as they serve as
Their monthly variation was assessed at Tagwai Lake, Minna,

tween the months of April and August 2015. Collection was done
from five sample stations, which were chosen due to their strategic
ank, inlet, middle to the opposite bank and finally the outlet. A total of
kton was recorded, 15 belonging to phytoplankton and 31 belonging to
- ab e of phytoplankton was in the order: Chlorophyceae >

- Dinophyceae > Bacillariophyceae > Fragillariophyceae >
' cophyceae. While, the zooplankton was in the order:

Cys a > Diplostraca > Cladocera > Plioma. The most dominant species
'*.,.-Que-' a for phytoplankton and Bryocamptus birsteini for the
Coscinodiscus anomalus was the least dominant species for the

while Leptodiaptomus minutus was the least dominant species for the
presence of Ceratium furca in the lake might be an indication of the
nkton abundance and species diversity varied both spatially and
 indicates that the lake is productive but could be polluted if

non-motile organisms that live in the
water column and because they have

- limited motility, they exist in a drifting,
floating state (Ikenweiwe, et al,2011).
Plankton are tiny microscopic plants
(cellular  or multi-cellular) called
oplankton and tiny microscopic

s called zooplankton. (Ansari et
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