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q ABSTRACT =
Despite the significant role of cooperative societies in the economic development of rural -
greas, many cooperative societies still face several challenges which hinder full participation
of individuals and enjoy the benefits of its formation. With this problem one may be in doubt .
as to whether the objectives of the cooperative societies are gchieved or not. It is the light of
this the study was conducted to analyze the benefits of purticipation of rural women in
cooperative societies in Shiroro area of Niger state, Nigeria. One hundred and fifty
respondents were randomly selected and interviewed in line with the objective of the study.
Descriptive statistics and inferential statistical tools were used for data analysis. The findings
indicate that younger people (58.7%) within the age range of 21-40 years participate more in
cooperative societies in the study area and have taken combination of farming and trading
(57.3%) as their major occupation. The study revealed that majority of the respondents
belongs to marketing cooperative societies (76.7%) and acquisition of credit facilities (68.0%) -
was the highest benefit derived by members participating in cooperative societies in the study
area. The findings of the study alsorevealed that major problems encountered by respondents
participating in cooperative societies in the study area include bad leadership style (69.33%),
in.adequate working capital (6533%) and  inadequate benefit accrued to participating
members. The results of analysis of variance (ANOVA) that was used test the formulated
hypothesis revealed that there is no significant relationship between selected socio-economic
(age, educational level and household) characteristics and benefits derived by respondents
participating in cooperative societies in the study area. Women should be given more access
to education, especially by going beyond secondary school level. The government and non-
governmental organization should create more avenues for cooperative societies to access
funds either inform of grants or loans to boost the cooperative activities,
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Ml iniormation. Despite this fact, the level of participation of rural women in "

Ul Ve societies seems inadequate considering its existence in Nigeria for over half a
7

The percentage of membership of rural women especially in ‘agncultufal
operatives in developing countries of Africa including Nigeria is low, although they ar'e
very active in agriculture, trade and other activities. Prakash (1999) repoftﬂ‘?’ that in
countries like India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Pakistan, women comprise just L
s compared with men (92.5%) ofthe total membership. Over the years, the governmeﬂt of
Nigeria and many non-governmental organizations have encouraged the formation of
cooperative societies especially by women in the rural areas because of the important role

it plays in the economy such as facilitation of quick transfer of technical knowledge apd the
eiticiency of the cooperative approach to problem solving (Akinwumi, 2006). Despite the
significant role of cooperative societies in the economic development of rural areas, many
cooperative societies still face several challenges which hinder women’s full participation
and benefits of its. formation. With this problem one may be in doubt as to Whether'the
objectives of the cooperative societies in the study area are achieved or not. Itis in the hght
of this, the following research objective was raised to analyze the benefits ofpartiCipatIOH
of rural women in cooperative societies in Shiroro area of Niger State, Nigeria. The specific
objectives are to: describe the so¢io-economic characteristics of women participating in
cooperative societies in the study area; determine the types of cooperative societies in the
study area; identify the benefits thé benefits derived by members of various cooperative -
societies in the study area; examine the major problems that hinder the participation of
women in cooperative societies and determine the relationship between some selected
socio-economic characteristics (age, educational level and household size) and the number
of benefits derived by participants in cooperative societies.

METHODOLOGY

The study was conducted in Shiroro local Government area of Niger State, Nigeria.

The study area lies between latitudes 820°N and 1130°N and longitudes 330°E and 720°E.

The study area has a population of about 159,626 people (NPC, 2006). The study area has a

Guinea Savannah type of vegetation with an annual rainfall range of between 110mm to

1600mm and temperature range of 25°C to 35° C. The major occupation of the people is

agriculture and trading, the major crops grown include yam, sorghum, groundnut, maize,

rice, millet and cowpea; vegetable grown include tomatoes, pepper, garden egg and okra.
For this study, multi stage sampling technique was employed to purposively select Shiroro
Local Government area for the study based on the prior knowledge of high number of
women cooperative societies in the area. The second stage involved random selection of
five communities namely: Erena, Gussoro, Zumba, Gwada and Kuta for the study. Similarly,
random sampling technique was also employed to select 150 respondents from the
selected communities. A well structured interview schedule comprising of open and close
questions was used as a primary source of data collection from the sampled respondents to
meet up with the objectives of the study. Data analysis was done using descriptive statistics
such as frequency distribution and percentages to determine the objectives of the study
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Results and Discussions

. Age is one of the demographic characteristic thatis used to classify rural pop
into targetable groups. The result in Table 1 below revealed that more t
respondents (58.7%) within the age range of 21-40 y
f\“‘}‘_ﬂl‘ntive societies. This implies that younger people actively particip
activities (Windapo and Oluwn, 2001). Hence, age is an important factort
-cooperative activities of respondents as it determines the effectiveness
required to boost the movement of the cooperative towards achiever
goals. The Table also shows that 10.7%, 32% and 16.7% of the respon
secondary and tertiary education respectively. Although th
educational levels are very low, however, this could be an advanta :
process, ability to-accept responsibilities and leadership competency 1
cooperative. The Table further revealed that more than half of the responde
engage themselves in both farming and trading as their major occupation while 0
are fully engaged in farming. Except for the civil
l engaged in risk-prone. jobs and are likel
. imbursement in the event of loss.
i

Table 1: Socio - economic Charact

eristics of Respohdenfs‘ in the Study Area (n =150)

analysis of variance (ANOVA) was used to achieve the

ears actively partic _
ate in cooperativé

hat influences the
and competence
t of its targeted
dents had primary, .. ___
e categories O ‘
ge in the decision making

servants, most of the respondents were
y to rely on cooperative societies for re-

mern

formu]ated

ylation
han half of
jpated in

f formal

n running the
dents (57.3%)
nly 30%

[-

‘Age (years) ~ Frequency Percentage
- Below 20 2 1.3
2140 88 58.7
. 41-60 45 30.0 |
>60 15 10 B
Total 150 100 s M
- Fi .
~ Educational level T)
No formal education 41 27.3 " f:
. Quranic 14 9.3 B
. . W tre
Ault education 6 4.0 B th
' .P.r‘irr,l‘atr'y education 16 10.7 ;S
Secéndaryveducation 48 328 ?5’ '
b _,Teffi:érYeducation 25 16.7 re
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~ Total . 150 — 100
Primary occupation |
Farming 45 30.0
Farming & trading 86 578
Civil servant 19 12.7 |
Total ' 150 100

Source: Field survey, 2011.

: ; 0%) belongs to
The result in Table 2 shows that majority of the respondents (7h5-7h@hzst o ‘il of

marketing cooperative societies and it's the cooperative sfo-c1ety that has the cllg ~ nclude

participation. Other major cooperative societies participated by responden

i societies. The hi icipation of
cooperative (44.0%) societies. The higher level of part1c1pa. \ o it
cooperative societies may be explained by the risky nature of then_‘ occupation that n:adthe
imperative. for them to join cooperative societies to avert risk or fall baclg. 0

cooperative societies in the case of eventuality.

Table2: Distribution of Respondents According to Types of Cooperative Society they

belong to (n=150) »
Types of Cooperative Frequency* Percentage -
. Society i

Farmers cooperative 56 : P

Consumers cooperative 18 12

Marketing-cooperative = - 115 76.7

Processing cooperative 87 _ 58.0

Multipurpose cooperative 68 ' - -45.4

Fisher/women cooperative 66 44.0

Thrift and credit cooperative 24 60

Source: Field survey, 2011

*Multiple responses
Cooperative societies have proved to be an important instrument of social

transformation to meet the needs of the people in all spheres of development especially in -
the generation of funds from which individual members take loans, generate returns that
could be shared as dividends to members periodically, transfer technical knowledge about
the major commodities to groups of farmers, provide ready markets for members produce,
provide available retail goods for the consumption of the members, etc, (Akinwumnmi
(2006); Asaoulu, (2004). The result in Table 3 revealed that close to three quarter of the
respondents (68.0%) benefited from the cooperative societies through acquisition of credit
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facilities, 20 ogs L mark€t§
l ].‘“,-(I”:]H“.”“‘- .]o and 25,31 Yo of Lhe H‘\|H)Il(h nts re: P((“v(.]y ur)l‘ ACCEeSS to
I i ( :
Land access agricultur: Il inputs through their cooperative societies. e
Fable3: Bene \ ’ ILUGS
i (n=15 ())l encfits derived by Respondents for Participating in Cooperative i
- ) :
——— <
IT 'as0 :
Reasons Fl'cquency* : Percentage
Access credit faciliti : '
r cC edit facilities 102 68.0
4 :
Access agricultural inputs 38 25.3
B Access market information 70 . 46.7
Access extension service 6 - 4.0
Acc.ess ' loans from . financial 34 _ . 22.7
institutions ‘
Total - . - 250 ' . 100

Source: Field survey, 2011

*Multiple résponses :

Despite. the significant role played by the cooperative societies in the social and
economic development of rural areas, many members encountered several problems that
‘hinder the effectiveness of its performance in fulfilling its major objectives. This situation.
‘hampers the contribution of women to agriculture and other sectors of the economy. The .
Tesult in Table 4 shows that major problems encountered by respondents participating in ¢/

* cooperative societies in the study area include bad leadership style (69.33%), inadequate
“working capital (65.33%) and inadequate benefit accrued to participating members. Other
problems encountered by respondents include experiences of complicated administrative
procedure (46.70%) in the process of seeking for financial or any other assistance,
incidences of corruption and embezzlement by cooperative leaders (44%), unwillingness of
cooperative to assist some members (35.33%) and discriminative attitude of the officials in
the distribution of cooperative benefits. The critical problems highlighted above can lead to
poor performance and death of some cooperative societies. Bad leadership, insufficient
working capital to execute cooperative programmes, corruption and embezzlement of |
cooperative funds and other political and socio-economic factors limits the efficiency of
cooperative societies in meeting its objectives (Asaoly, .|2004,' Akinwunmi, 2006).
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Table 4: Problems in O .p' iy
_Societies (n=150)

. " T ey e il])'
tncountered by respondents participating

Bes \ c . s : S S ﬂk .
Problems of pay tcipation Frequency pPercentage” i Ry
‘ombplicate N h
omplicated administrative 70 46.67 4t
procedures
Corruption and embezzlement 66 44 o
by cooperative leaders
e _ h
Umul.lmsoness of cooperative 53 35.33 o
to assist
Discriminative  attitude of 53 35.33 6™
cooperative officials
Inadequate benefit : | 80 53.33 3
Badleadershi'p style - 104 | 69.33 1st
Inadequate working capital 98 65.33 znd

Source: Field survey, 2011 ' :
*Multiple responses

Tésting of the Hypothesis

He: There is no, significant relationship between some selected socio-econorr_lic
characteristics (age, educational level and household size) and the number of benefits
derived by participants in cooperative societies. The result in Table 5 revealed that F-calc.
of 1.66, 1.818 and 1.717 at 0.05 level of significance are less than the estimated F-tab of
(5.13, P.= 0.05) of all the selected variables. Hence, there is no significant relationship
between the socio-economic characteristics and the number of benefits derived by
resﬁondents participating in cooperative soci.etic.es. This i{nplies that age, educational level
and household size of participants did‘ not 51gmf.“1cantly.1n.ﬂuenceA the number of benefits
enjoyed by respondents participating in _cooperatl.ve societies in thg study area. Therefore,
other things being equal, the young and the old, literate and none-literate, small and large

household size that participate in cooperative societies are likely to enjoy equal benefits

from the cooperative societies.
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Table 5: ANOVA Result of Relationship between Socio-economic ChcﬁtS derive
educational level, houschold size) and the number of bexn

_Respondents in Cooperative Societies (n=150)

Socio- Sum of DI Mean I cal
economic squares square
characteristic
' ' 5.13
Between 132.276 4 330069 1.664
groups '

Within 28766.584 145 198390
groups ) | '

Total 30086860 149

| Taal 13
Educational Between 262.153 4 65.538 1.818 5l

level (No. of groups
years spent in
school)

* Within 5227.341 . 145  36.051
groups B :

“Total 5489.493. 149

Household size Between 245392 - 4 61348 1717 513
: § - groups g : ’

 Within 5181281 145 35733
. groups 2 T
Total 5426.673 149 ,

Source: Field survey, 20

CONCLUSIONS

. Based on the findings of this study, it can be concluded that more than half of.
respondents that participated in cooperative societies fall within the active age range of Zli/
40 years, therefore younger people participate more in cooperative societies in the study";ﬁg}

- area and have taken combination of farming and trading as their major occupation. Thej ;
study revealed that majority of the respondents belongs to marketing cooperative societies, i’}f‘y
The higher level of participation of women inthis cooperative society may be explained by

the risky nature of their occupation that made it imperative for them to join cooperative; -
society to avert risk or fall back to the cooperative society in the case of eventuality. The! -

-study concludes that acquisition of credit facilities was the highest benefit derived by} 3

SRR A%

T SRS

58

!

j | i
Scanned by CamScanner




" T G ST T

T A R e I

o

R L S

T
; .

R ok g L
100 LR 3 s '

TSI RO

e

o

e

Journal of Scientifin
of Scientific Reportsand Developmental (ssues VOL 72015 ‘
; | rative
Table 4: Problems g in COOP(?I‘:’a s

gLt encountered ot Darticipatin
S“C"’t‘_“Sll]ilS()] ed by respondents Participdt

Problems of participation Frequency Percentage” Rats
Complicated  administrati i
g N 4

procedures L 46.61

Corruption and embezzlement .66 44 Gt
by cooperative leaders

Unwil'lingness of cooperative 53 35.33 6
to assist

Discrimir?ative d attitude of 53 35.33 6t
cooperative officials '
Inadequate benefit - 80 | E333 . 4 3xd
Bad leadership style 104 | 69.33 | 1st
[nadequate working capital 98 65.33 2nd

Seurce: Field survey, 2011
*Multiple responses

Testing of the Hypothesis
relationship between some selected socio-economic
characteristics (age, educational level and household size) and the number of benefits
derived by participants in cooperative societies. The result in Table 5 revealed that F-calc.
of 1.66, 1.818 and 1.717 at 0.05 level of significance are less than the estimated F-tab. of
(5.13, P = 0.05) of all the selected variables. Hence, there is no significant relationship.
between the socio-economic characteristics and the number of benefits derived by

rative societies. This implies that age, educational level

respondents participating in cO0pe etie _
and householl::i size of participants did not significantly influence the number of benefits

enjoyed by respondents participating in cooperative societies in the study area. Therefore,
other things being equal, the young and the old, literate and none-literate, small and large
household size that participate in cooperative societies are likely to enjoy equal benefits .
from the cooperative societies. .

Ho: There is no significant
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Table 5: ANOVA Result of Relationship between Socio-economic ch: derive

3 : : fits
educational level, housechold size) and the number of ben&

Respondents in Cooperative Societies (n=150)

Source: Field survey, 20

CONCLUSIONS

_ Based on the findings of this study, it can be concluded that more than half offi;
- respondents that participated in cooperative societies fall within the active age range of 21 /

40 years, therefore younger people participate more in cooperative societies in the study

- area and have taken combination of farming and trading as their major occupation. The

study revealed that majority of the respondents belongs to marketing cooperative societies.

'The higher level of participation of women in this Cooperative society may be explained by
. - - - . ]
_the risky nature of their occupation that made it imperative for them to join cooperative

society to avert risk or fall back to the cooperative society in the case of eventuality. Th

-study concludes that acquisition of credit facilities was the highest benefit derived by
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