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Programme, Federa] University of Technology Minna Jrom 1971-2015, The data were aggregate
into pentad and analysed with intra-seasonal rainfall monitoring indexy (IRMD). The inter-annual
were determine by subtracting the Succeeding onset Jrom the previoys. The resulss revealed one
worst off yeay (1987) of onset (49 pentad) and one good year (1997) of onset (27 pentad). The
general pattern of the rainfall has been erratic The average onset rainfall in the Study areq were
Jound to be 40 pentad (20 July). The implication of this is that the onset rainfall have beeyn poor.
Owing to high variability of onset date of rainfall, continye monitoring and communication of
exact onset date to the rain-fed favmer is recommended,
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INTRODUCTION
Rainfall onset is defined as the period, at the beginning of the rainy season, when rainfall

are noted, peasant farmers are continuously exposed to uncertainty in variability in the onget of

seasonal rainfal], Investigating this i important as the onset date of the rainy season as wel] as
other characteristics such as the number of dry spells within it are understood to be typically of

Seasons of May to October each year,
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The daily rainfall data:fog the period: of. 1971-201%5; from globally referenced. meteorological
stations of Sokoto were acquired. fom the archive.of Environmental Management Programme,
Foderal University-of Techmology Minna, 74 no o i aiin
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To achievethe objective of this study, a drought monitoring and Early Warning (EW) méthodo

based on an Thira-se asonal R‘aii’rifﬁl_l‘-IMoﬂiijc‘iﬁfigﬁ’i’&e‘ﬁ"—%“' MT) developed by (Usman &"Aijdulkmg
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Figure 1: Onset Series of Sokeoto

The general pattern of the result is that the onset rain in the study area have not been goo
(Usman & Abdulkadir, 2014) noted that effective onsets rainfall on or before pentad numbe:
will be indicative of a good rainfall season in the semi-arid and dry sub-humid zones of Nig
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and if rainfall is not effective befo )

d - re pentad 36 (30 June), it indicati '

of et b ; » it should be an on of & prob

o ‘iS;rSZ- :;)lr; gf/ ;_1:;115 will impaet negat;vely, on the length of the growing s'ev;;lgr}igg; lslthf;l?dpEleém

el 1 (26 J lory_.s;te;te._me‘nt to farmers. They further aver that effectivesgnétiof o

bt - uly) is an mdlcatlon of deficient moisture conditions Prof it at about
uncertainties to which farmer are expose to, the onset variability is depicted in

figure 2. The irregular pattern of the onset’ : __ _
g pattern of the onset date is agaih demonstrai Y ey L e
satatten 18 S o e PSR mit 20'14? date is again demonstrated by the figure 2, The highest
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T;:;;:l; ;?Ye:ttﬁte the effective onset date of rainfall and inter‘seasonal vatighility over
unceminfy‘ f;th : of the ramfa}l is found to be erratic. This imply that férmer'ar:é'let?wﬁr o high
in 40 (20% Fuoe) pontad. T s themsors oo "lihzage}‘fgeOﬁse-tldaféinlfheffsfudﬁiﬁare;fi?fﬁigg B
e ) P . -,I" the .‘; . LPOHG.H' @(télt«the oliset £4ti ol B i - i !'},L U
tsateufgfe;?fgﬁ?mg with (Usman & Abdulkadir, 20.124)1v¢1ﬁch?m;ﬁ?§al:: h%rve bifﬂ piianidl
negatiigly onme(fe?:;tulf Zﬁﬁ:ﬁdbe an indication of a problem of soime dorfay ‘3;13 Wi |
y on the length of the growing season and should b usedto issus an-advise Morts
to farmers. Owing to high variabili g oF ot et
18, Owing to high variability of: onset ‘date of rainf: bt maorlpuriggant
communicgtmn,- of exact onset dateto the rain-fed fam?ei 1: gegzﬁé;idedﬁue m@nlml‘ﬁi@anﬂ |
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