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Preface

This book, New Avenues for Planning Practice in Nigeria, 1s a
follow-up to the 11-chapter book, Entrepreneurial
Opportunities in Urban and Regional Planning Practice, which
was published in 2016. Just like the 2016 book, itis a product
of the quest to unravel the paradox of 'shortage of planners
and 'unemployment of planners’ in Nigeria. The 2016 book
focuses on the nexus between urban and regional planning
and entrepreneurial practices. However, in this new book,
the Town Planners Registration Council of Nigeria
(TOPREC) examines those establishments in Nigeria where

- planners' services are required, but are hardly realised by the

establishments and even by planners themselves.

. Therefore, it is the objective of this book to identify
such institutions and argue how indispensable the physical
planners are in the efficient and effective performance of
their statutory duties. The central focus is to awaken
professional and student planners to identifying avenues for
planning engagement in relevant institutions and
organisations. In doing this, planners are expected to see
themselves as professionals that can offer many consultancy
services by applying their knowledge in specialized areas of
their academic and professional training. They should
demonstrate their physical planning skills in order to take
advantage of the vast job opportunities that exist in the
newly-identified areas.

From a similar perspective, institutions and
organisations should make use of this book to identify and
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Foreword

Despite the fact that the number of re
regard to Nigeria's size and pl
; low,

gistered planners with
anning service needs is grossly
there are several graduate planners who are
unemployed. This amounts to a waste of national human
resources and underutilization of human capacity. Yet, there
1s a dearth of planners in agencies, establishments and
parastatals where their professional expertise and experience
are required.

As such, the Town Planners Registration Council
(TOPREC), which is the statutory body established to
coordinate the activities of town planners in the country, in
collaboration with the Centre for Sustainable Human
Settlements Development at the Federal University of
Technology, Minna, envisioned a platform to explore new
avenues for the planning practice in Nigeria in selected
agencies, establishments and parastatals. This vision birthed
this book, conceptualised to aid students, graduates, and
professional practitioners in the planning dis.cip.line fow?rds
exploring new avenues for the planning practice in ngen.a.

The book comprises twenty-two chapters categorised
under six sections. Section one explores facilities and services,
section two discusses security and safety, section thrﬁe
elaborates on population, while sections four, five, and six
discuss the environment, journalism and governance,
respectively. Each chapter focuses on the opportunities for
planners in a specific government agency or par.astatal. The
structure and functions of the establishment is delineated and
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potentials of the Professional Urban
and Regional Planners in the
Nigeria Police Service

Wole Morenikeji, A.M. Jinadu, E.T. Umaru
and .M. Sanni |

0] Introduction

'Urban security has become a major concern both in the
developed and developing countries in the wake of the rising
'urban terrorism and violence. As urbanization is increasing in
'scale soalsois urban crime and the increasing need for policing.
' This chapter looks at the functions of the police, the concept of
‘urban planning and how the planning profession can
collaborate with the police to create safer cities.

|
{ 9.2 The Functions of the Nigeria Police Force

Thfi Police Act 23 of 1979 spells out the general duties of the
Police. These duties include prevention and detection of crime,

163
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mcreaSingly more dypamic in. recent times. Planning is
E, entially abou’f {n.akmg a ch01c§: among differing options
Jbout future aC'[l\{ltlEES and deploying necessary resources for
their implementation (Agbola and Oladoja, 2001). Faludi (1973)
onceptualizes planning as the application of the scientific
nethod to policy making with a view to increasing the validity of
policies in terms of the present and anticipated future of the
environment.

Planning is a systematic approach to decision-making
and it takes place at different scdles and levels, including
individual, group and even societal levels. It is also futuristic.
Although it i1s a more general term, it has been used in
connection with various fields of knowledge and human
activities, including physical planning, economic planning,
purposeful planning, innovative planning and strategic
planning (Agbola and Oladoja, 2001).

One of the most well-known fields or genres of planning
Is physical planning, which is also known and called by different
names, including urban planning, urban and regional planning,
land-use planning and town planning. Urban planning is both a

field of knowledge and an activity domain. One of the most

“omprehensive and-popiitar definitions of urban planning is
Offel:ed by Keeble (1969), as an activity concerned with the
Spatia] ordering of land-use both in the rural and urban areas for
pl:ai;:]rpose of creatirfg functionally efficient and aesthetically
o recf Ph.}f.swal environment for living, working, circulati.on
. :;l':ol}. Urba_n planningis the art and science of ordering
ind and siting of building and communication routes

!
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