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ABSTRACT
This study evaluated farmers knowledge on post-harvest technologies of yam in Kogi and Niger States, Nigeria,

Multi-stage sampling technique was employed in the selection of 340 respondents for the study. Data were
collected from primary source using structured questionnaire complemented with interview schedule. Both
descriptive and inferential statistics such as knowledge test and Kendall coefficient of concordance. The results
of the analysis obtained shows 81.2% of respondents were male with mean age of 42.6 years, mean household
size was 8.0 persons and mean farming experience of 27.4 years. The results of knowledge test revealed that
36.2% of respondents had medium knowledge on post-harvest technologies of yam according to pooled results
while 34.7% had high knowledge on post-harvest technologies of yam. The problems faced in the post-harvest
technologies of yam were quick deterioration of crops (X = 8.1) and inadequate credit with mean value of X=
8.40). The study also revealed that majority of the respondents used manual method of sorting and grading of the
yam tubers. Therefore, it is recommended that credit and fund should be made available to the farmers so that
they could purchase post-harvest tools that are needed to enhance longevity of produce, farmers should be trained
and sensitized on every aspects of post-harvest technologies of yam in order to ensure usage. Also, government
should subsidized the cost of post-harvest materials and tools so that farmers' can access them at affordable

prices.
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INTRODUCTION
Post-harvest can be defined as the stage of crop production immediately after harvesting. It involves stages such

as drying, shelling, cleaning, sorting and packing (Vellema, 2008). Post-harvest technologies on the other hand
can be defined as an inter-disciplinary science and methods applied to agricultural products after harvesting for
the purpose of preservation, conservation, quality control/enhancement, processing, packaging, storages
distribution, marketing, and utilization to meet the food and nutritional requirements of consumers in relation t©
their needs. The roles of post-harvest technology in agricultural production cannot be over-emphasis, pos_l-harves'
technology enhance agricultural production by reducing post-harvest losses to the barest minimum, '{“Pr‘”es
nutrition, adds value to agricultural products by opening new marketing opportunities, generating new jobs ﬂ‘:
enhance other related economic sectors for viable growth. More so, agricultural sector has contributed immensely
to the economic development of the country by absorbing more labour force engaged in full or part-time farm"LE-
The effect was witnessed in the aspect of increase in production of agricultural produce at household level ther¢ ¥
making food available for farming families and also promote better standard of living.

: d
Tropical root and tuber crops such as cassava, yan, and cocoyam are important household food W“ﬁﬁnfm
income generating crops in many African countries (AMCOST 2006). Lack of adequate post-harvest han .
yam has led to post-harvest farm losses, this is because newly harvested yam are prone to diseases infecti® ed 10
some period of time. Also, in_developing countries lack of appropriate post-harvest technologies has ;;Smers. 10
20-30% losses, particularly this occurs as a result of post-harvest pests. This scenario most time force
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