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Excellence i
el h-alcdlated Communication --MET“ s
Devis (2005) defined Comt _
fication transaction that occurg throy, . ‘! communication as any
Thur]ow* Lengel, and Tomi Use of two or more networked
cations that occur through ¢d the term traditionally to those
A g - y
, €e-mails, chat rooms. I{ has fated formats, such as instant
1 such as text message. [Handley 201 “II’Dllcd to other forms of text-based
ies used by the lanpuape .. Jeseribed CMC as the broad term for
s through text or ““"15:0 lfif:ﬁ;::‘ i 1(1,'|T|0“1""“”i‘~‘-'llc with other learners or native
i : % a S iscuss e :
erencing. These defi ‘ ; Sston forum, text messaging, chat,
to Senegale natural ‘;111111':: '-m :—IT'" Omputer can be used lhl"ﬂugﬁ d?{f‘erent
or users. This malzes it a \:n‘ \,LIL.'] SOMmunication between the language
; . : He technol ; : d
in particular. Th . ; hology in teaching language an
. "‘ Hil(tz arltic;ﬁzg‘ffc?ggéu "lllilo.‘l“'t“1 Communication wags first invented
G study of i
;s ; - ) computer conferencing. They
:;?l ‘cc;]mputcﬂzed conferenc g Would cxert g dl"l’I‘I}'l[iC psychologi%ai and
L influence i : R
5 th On various types ol EIoup communication in future. They
at computers and the intern ) '

ould become AT ily life, this

“has happened. Murr : ome a necessity for daily life, thi
. Yy (2000) crved that CMC

onous. In synchronous CMC a richaeC can BEE

W Participants are online at the time and
€ responses can be given while asynchr Lo ) ti
& In 5 R onous CMC occurs without time
fis. In synchronous communication mode. (he i cation s befween twWo
. I i teal time. such as 100 ) communication 1s belw
Itim? s ‘t iy such as classtoom-based, face (o face discussion, telephone
HOM, Thternet chat, ete. Asynchrofous communication allows communication at
S convenience, such as e-mail, text messaging, bulletin boards, ete. It enables the
: type extended messages which qré clectronically transmitted to recipients who
ead, reply, and print, forward or file them at their leisure (Mann & Steward,
In asynchr:?nlous CMC, conversational participants do not have to communicate
another in real time e.g., in e-mail and bulletin boards. In both synchronous
mchronous modes, CMC can be uscd inside and outside the classroom. For
, all students can be connected through networked computers using local area
. (LAN). This may facilitate whole class or group discussions in the classroom
Learners can also be exposed to the usc of internet, even if CMC cannot be used
‘classroom setting (probably due 1o shortage of computers or networking

ZY). 4
ingham (2000) presents the following as types of computer-mediated
unication W

 of Computer Mediated ('nnunuli_{i':niml

e Brief Description

: 0 Electronic communication (written or voice) between
mai At .
fionic individuals. ]
; Applications which will distribute messages to all
Retvcrs subscribers on a list. Includes facilities for subscribing, un-
Ol
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Utilizing Computer-Medi y
%ﬂé%%%umﬁm o
¥ ...
; mga dorr

Computer Software
Conferencing networks.

W|liL‘h I

An electronic  space
groups.

Bulletin Boards

Cunningham (2000) also utilized the iy
development through computer-mediated conn,
I. Guided writing: this involves texi 1
learners to modify correct text to addy

crror, and crrors of fact.

2. Free writing: this involves improvin,
number and complexity of revision «
experiment and think without commiiiin

3.

Using the computer as a stimulus to wiit
to write for real reasons, e.g., communi
line discussion or debate. In these .
readership and the writer will take care 1

Salaberry (2001) opined that CMC po:
should guide the design of pedagogical activ

followings:
. The lcarner addresses a specilic audiene
askill.
2. Expansion of the network of peers (sharn
3. Increased access to cross-cultural infon
communitics).
4. Increased access to experts” advice/ pui

speaker-nonnative speaker contacts, cte)
Freedom [rom time and location const
conflicting schedules)

Emergence of new discursive environm
more spontancous participation in g
minorities)

Emotional involvement (increased motiv
Unparalleled access to information data |
Emergence and expansion of a new as
(e.g.. e-mail)

Safer environment in which learners
advanced speakers.

0.

10.

Salaberry believes that these characicri
interaction among language learners.

62

- gtudents te

dress it appropriately.

e some basic characteristics which

. absence of nonverbal cues (e.g.;

cs arc relevant for the analysis of

y-

ot POSTITES. |
¢ conferencing on computer
notices  for particular interest

ng ;||')p:'uzlchcs to enhance writing
ation. These are: '

cxcrcises which may require the
redundancy, spelling, grammatical
rough increase in the

ing quality th . :
! he writer is freer to

ations; that
information to papcer. _
nd to be more motivated
e with a friend, taking partin on-
' a real audience or

Cc

ions there I

Such characteristics involve the
purposes other than demonstrating

he work with fellow students).
on (sharing information with other

¢ (experl-novice interaction, native

ts (c.g., non accessible regions or

work, increased participation * of

n)
s and helps on-line.
chronous mode of communication

ry to communicate with more
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L their key pals have written (o
. Chun (1991) opined that ¢
ities based on CMC. Chun fd
for facilitating the acquisitie
active verbal collaboration as

One of the vital features of CN
 the language and increases
through e-mails creates authent
ften lacking in traditional wr

ion requires students not
s which fosters a sense of
that her students’ communic

ively on a project with class f

CMC helps to arrest the probl -_
dents” participation and perfo
and weak students to participa

were the most active participant
g to Smith (2003), because le:
face-to-face, learners elicit mod;

(TL) use, thus potentially

Recent studies (e.g. Kern 1995)
engaging in teacher-talk when C
s can shift away from being
d, with the help of certain impler
away teachers from spending time
rtunity to generate TL output. Kel
- quality speech. In CMC, studer
edge and meaning. Kern (1995) w
ects of synchronous CMC on gre
. acquisition by learners through
claimed that increased participa
rtionately greater target language

rms and clause types. The increased an
ntion on grammatical accuracy. K
nunication as discourse mediated
nces such as missing orthographis

their own linguistics output, af

(I.I-“ And hence they develop a sense of reading
Aren’s speaking skills improve when engaged

hd that computer communication proved itself

“n|- Inferactive skills in speaking. It may also

~is that it creates real natural atmosphere for
* students’ motivation. Li (2000) stated that
Purpose and audience for writing, which are
12 classrooms, the authentic sense of language
(o read and write, but also respond to writing
sonal engagement and discovery. Ho (1997)
mskills improved as a result of working
another country through e-mail.

$ ol social and personal inequalities which may
ance in traditional classroom. It also enables
 and contribute actively at their own pace and
Its who were quiet and reluctant to participate
n the internet project.

ers can feel as if they are talking with another
cd inputs from one another and are pushed to
receive important feedback to their target
cusing their attention on their problematic

have indicated that teachers tend to spend less
C is conducted. As for language learning,
cacher-centered towards being more student-
ntations of technology. If the use of CMC can
teaching, this may again provide learners the
(1995) opined that CMC may give rise to
s are aclive participants in the creation of
s also one of the few studies that investigated
matical competence. Kern focused his study

ofal (i.c., face-to-face) and synchronous CMC.

on in the eclectronic discussion lead to
TL) production with a wider variety of verb
punt of the TL could have influenced learners’
Kern however noted that network based
by networked computers bears linguistic
accents and simplified verb conjugations.
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