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s stand to be vulnerable to
the users, but library staff as

is the means by which library information
rotected for the use of present and future
is a way in which library information
safeguarded and kept in good physical
can be done through a variety of measures
_minimising the risk of loss of library

| slowing down as much as possible, the
cal deterioration which affects most library
The preservation policy lays down
academic libraries to achieve optimum
d. The policy should be flexible, subject
of future preservation demands
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Preservation of Information Resources in Academic Libraries

Polytechnic Zungeru Library, and Federal College of
Education Kontagora Library, which all had functional
Bindery Units are the most developed libraries and are
incidentally the ones with the greatest need for binding of
their materials, which could be because of the high usage of
their information resources.

The level of environmental control varied amongst the
libraries studied. The results showed that air-conditioning,
fumigation, housekeeping, protection against water
leakages, storage of materials away from sunli ght, provision
of fire extinguishers were used by the libraries to control
their environments for effective preservation of information

The result of the study was encouraging because a good

umber of the libraries had functional air conditioners, but
respondents indicated that erratic power supply coupled
‘with the institutions inability to provide adequate
alternative source of power for the running of the libraries
Tiad negatively affected their performance. Observations

i
Sy

further revealed that the libraries of Niger State College of
f lture Mokwa, Niger State School of Nursing Bida,

id the Schools of Health Technology at Minna and

igan-Magajiya respectively, did not have air-
oning systems. This meant that the temperature of
the libraries were not appropriate for good storage of
information resources especially in dry seasons and the
es were un-conducive for learning and research,
leaving the windows open exposed the information
wrces to dust, which made housekeeping more

e study revealed that the libraries of Federal University of
echnology Minna, Ibrahim Badamasi Baban gida
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Preservation of Information Resources in Academic Libraries

pinding and environmental control were the common
methods of preservation of the information resources in the
libraries studied. However, digitizing and migration, which
were not adopted for preservation, are electronic based
methods that are gaining recognition in the present era of
technological development. The findings of this study
corroborate Ogbodo's (2011) and Alhassan and
Abdulsalam's ~ (2013) findings which discovered
thatrepairs, air conditioning and binding were among the
most used preservation methods, while digitization and
micr ing were never used in the libraries studied by

In search of the effectiveness of the methods of preservation
of information resources adopted by academic libraries in

Niger State, the study showed that all the methods used in
‘the preservation of information resources in academic
libraries in Niger State were effective. The effectiveness of
‘repairs was verified by physical observation of some
‘repaired books, which showed that such books had

maintained good quality. Effectiveness of environmental
ontrol approach differed amongst the libraries, because of
the functionality of equipment such as air conditioners for
regulating the temperature and humidity of the libraries.

refore, preservation of library materials were more
d in the libraries that had functional equipment,
 were normally boosted by alternative source of
er supply, using stand by generating sets. However,
uter virus protection was effective in only the libraries
s Federal University of Technology Minna, Federal
hnic Bida, Federal College of Education Kontagora,
‘the Niger State School of Midwifery Minna. This was
e to the fact that the antivirus software installed on their
mputers was licensed/genuine products and they were
ly updated. In a few cases, such as in the libraries of
e State Schools of Health Technology at Minna and
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Preservation of Information Resources in Academic Libraries

the opportunities offered by technological advancement for
preservation of their information resources. Suffice to say
that the need to mitigate various threats using current
technological innovations such as digitization, migration, in
order to stop any possible loss of materials can never be
overemphasized. This will obviously enhance access by
users to quality information resources for research and
Jearning in the tertiary institutions of Niger State.

Recommendations

In the light of the findings of this study, the following

recommendations are made for improvement:

1. The libraries should have written policies covering all
aspects of information resources preservation which
should be brought to the notice of all stakeholders in
order to make them fully aware of the policies.
Furthermore, the libraries should have comprehensive
insurance policies which would serve to mitigate
losses that could arise from disasters.

2. There is need for libraries to upgrade and maintain
facilities such as binderies, air conditioning systems,
fire prevention equipment etc, as well as the
introduction of digital platforms and electronic
equipment for vital preservation activities.

3. Efforts should be made by the academic libraries to

integrate the manual methods of preserving library

materials with the electronic methods which are
gaining very fast recognition in the present
technological age.

Periodic repairs, replacement and or creation of

electronic backups of affected information resources

3 ;hh‘;mdbe f:lone by the academic librarians
mdanti\nrus software should be regularly updated

be ng:&'l:ed respectively by the libraries in order to
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Preservation of Information Resources in Academic Libraries
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