IS5N - 0253-5971 Vol.7.No.2 2018

THE MAKTABA

A Journal of the Kenya Library Association




E-media Cenfres: Maktaba:
A Journal of the Kenya Lipyg,
Association 1

RARIES AND s Valume 7 No. 2
NIN NIGERIA 2018

' ; >
SInnovations on Traditional and
Case Studies

LITERACIES, LIB
INFORMATION DISSEMINATIO

Katamba Abubakar Saka, (PhD)

Sensor Liscturer

Dept. of Library Infarmation Technology,
Federal University of Technology Minna
Email: s katamba@futminna.edu.ng

Saidu Ndagi Sonfada

Librarian

Library Services Department

Federal University of Technology Minna, Nigeria
Email: ndagisaidu@gmail.com

Musa Imam Shekarau

Librarian

Library Services Department

Federal University of Technology Minna, Nigeria
Email: musa imam@futminna.edu.ng

Abstract
w0 Nigeria The rescarch objectives are determine the various types of lite o e
P Vot : : s in Migeria
Wwhichifinclude but: not Lmited 1o functional/ basic, adult, computer andmic:fupmi;r:ﬂfliriw Ih-'-.l
highlighted were the roles of public, school, national and university libraries | jliteracy. Also
literacy informatic e university libraries in the development o
i:wu i ud':t" H;‘n n p.”.mll'r?“m ameng communities in Nigerin Documentary analyi
mﬁh;ﬁrﬁmﬂnﬂm :&hlml;;:ﬂwmcﬁf phatographs o gather information. Results showed
h dﬁi{im o mﬂt E:l.r M ﬂlﬂi‘“ﬂ ﬂ::d;‘ Fﬁgn{:uym Iﬂ: ﬂmmmr r:;.;]i.ﬂg mu.‘l.':fl._ugl Eli.'lr} |...'|'| ]
s Sl s ok e Bburs. with B iy v e
organizes readership  promoti of news during morning asscmbly. National libeary of Nigeria
Universities/ wni ¢ uon campaign; organize workshops, semi il public lechure
i huuvml:}' libraries teach use of English and libraries r:spn.-l.:mln BRe eoure
information eminated through oral, written, symbols, gestures, ete, Rural con undergraduate lovel
through town crier, opinion leaders, meetings. <ic, communities disseminate
BT R it o e s mnd also through villnge heads
o m mim. “Fﬁm . m CUmenl Awireness servi M" loan
educate and entertain : services as well as bibliographic servi ices, book lox
well as Inf riain generality of mankind. Hindrances to efficient [; SCTVices. hass media inform,
warencia disemination include indifference icient literacy and library development 2
roles of mmi““ the need of literacy mrunrﬂ S i e e
education N any given soclkety. Th ' ng habit of visiting libraries and the
for all agenda, iety. The paper recommended that government should revisi
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BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE

“The concept of literacy simply means the ability to read and write. This therefore goes to state that a

 person that can read and write is said 10 be a literate while inability to read and write can be termed as
{lliterate. This further goes 1o say that ideally a child who perform highly in schools is usually a function
of caring parent on one hand and an liternte parent on the other hand (Ogunsanwo 2005), Reading is a
daily pctivity among mankind with numerous purposes such as plensure examination, pesignment,
interview for employment, job vacancies (Ahmed, 2018) such that its emphasis where laid on the Holy
Books (Quran and Bible). The first verses of Holy Quran revealed to emphasize on “reading™ saying that!

Read in the Name of your Lord Who has ereated
all that exist; He har creaied man from a elol,
Read and your Lord is the most Generous: who

has taught man that which he knew not, {(ur'an
Q6 1-5)

However, Qur'anic and Islamic schools in Nigeria like other Muslims countries children are taught how
to read Arabic alphabets, Reading of verses from the Holy Qur'an and other Islamic literatures and
literary books. Information are contained in both printed materials, wooden and iron slates. Children are
also taught how to write Arabic alphabets, words, sentence construction etc. Below are children in
(ur*anic and [slamic school in one of the Muslim communities in Nigeria. Some of the children are using
slates while other are using printed Qur'anic material as well as some Islamic literary books.

To the Holy Bible, some verses were revealed which centered on reading and thus;

Till I come, give attention to the reading of the
Holy writfngs, to comforting the salnts and o
teaching. (Timothy 4:13) Blessed Is he that
readth and that hear the words of the prophecy,
and keep the things that are written there for the
time Ir at hand (Revelation [:3)

The issue of writing is any area of great concern as its origin can be traced to the pre-industrial era when
information was d::li:umrmt:d on clay tablets, sticks, stones, animal skin, leaves before invention of paper
in china in 105AD and he writing material were bamboo :!lr;k:., grid sticks made I‘mr_n gulm-ful corm stalks,
Today even with the abundance writing materials, lslamic schools and to be specific writing of some
verses from Qur'an and Islamic literature are carried out using grid stick sharp with pointed mouth made
from guinea comn stalk. Information containing letiers and words are written on slates locally called “allo™

in Hausa

A vional Development apart from Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and life

;In: of the lﬂ:mj ﬁaﬁf according 10 Pl;“l;chukﬁlﬂ, (2012) is the ability rcad and write, mainly for
knowledge and think about the writien concepts with people of 15 years of age. Based on United Nation
o, (UNDP) Human Development Report (2011), the adult literacy rate for both

lﬂul 1“:[ Im,l;:“riﬂ mmmlmﬁll:d to 60.8%. Literacy takes place in formal schools, libraries informal schools
such as adult education, Quranic schools and so on. At primary and post-primary 200 SIS SpaL i)
the fact that some own libraries on average siaus wimlwbﬁ ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬂ mmuﬁm:ﬁ

in moming asscmbly on ti ) :
B o e ot s 4

s “Handwriting” as a course.



e — of lcarning (colleges of education, polytechnics and umiversities) 5.
llhuj'mm"j l"m-'m the General studies (GST). A study was conducted by Basash (2005) 1 o g
f library services through GST in institutions or higher learming in | e, -
T Swmed universitics have participated in the programe, -
S P "ﬂ_mﬁ“|'=-k-ﬂmmuﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂ‘lﬁﬂu-d-"‘r'lllmj.':'.».'-r.-;-:.;._:_._. -
s O ot The Nigera Educstion, Research and Developancnt Couni i,
out in a bid 10 pmmﬂmhﬂipimwnpmwﬁﬂ-ﬁmwmm and post-primary o,
The of adult literac: programmes take its OAgn when the nationa] developmert 1.
initiated most especially the first national development plan which took place between 1961 w1 (.
hich witnessed the establishment of four universitics: Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Univers;
[hadan and Lagos; Obafemi Awolowo University, lle-1fe and University of Nigeria, Nsukdaa reace.

(Ihiyemi, 2014).
Research Objectives

ﬂ:pﬁ:l&ntj::timufdﬁrumthmm:

L. Determine the types of liveracy programmes in Nigeria:

2 m&h:rﬂﬂnfﬁh"iﬂinﬁﬂﬂfﬁvﬂuﬁﬂﬂ“inh’igﬂit

3. thmﬁ:nmﬁufﬁm&[mhnmﬁbﬂﬁﬂ,mdmmmunhi:.i-: Niger

4 Determine the implication of literacy, library services and information dissemination on -
development.

RESEARCH METHODS

examples and case studies were wsed 1o gather data. Examples from various librc.r:..'-.. od
instintions and parastatals as well a5 communitics were equally used to facilitate information gather

RESULTS
Based on the documentary analysis of various case studies, relevant empirical studies, photogss
mmhﬂwmh following findings:

ﬁpﬂﬂmwum
Various literacics oxist anound the world and Nigeria in particular, amongst are the followings:

mmmhmﬂ.ﬂﬁm.w offered at pre-primary and primary school [+
pariicularty Nursery class, classes 1-3 whereby pupils arc taught counting of numbers, 7505 '
ipﬁ:ﬁuwd{u}hdnﬂhiulnﬂimﬁhmh:&:ﬂm;dbymF-upus.um..d: by Elacont
ﬂﬂlﬂ}-ﬂmdﬂhw;ﬁ:dmmhmmli[ﬂummnms with the teaching of skills

Adult Literacy: Adults who for one reason or the other could not have opportunity 1© receive the form=
education can enroll for this type of education. Adults including farmers, market women. business 26
fishermen etc in words, villages arc taught how to read and write (country of numbers: writing. =

> which ctc). The adult literacy programme is usually organized at the Local" Governmers K1

Information literacy: This is a kind of ' - . o
Mﬂiﬁmdmhtulmll ihl enable one leam or seeck information &

Information literacy has to do with competency jon synthesis =
in seeking about sources, access, location ST
2nd evaluate of information whether printed or online (Ojedokun 2007) Igwe et of 2015



c'umphtl‘lﬂﬂ&l.“il Literacy: This is a kind off literacy that involves teaching the lenrners the skills
involved in using computer or ICT and its facilities. To effectively manipulate computer & ICT tha
literacy i3 very important, in this era of information, the capacity building of individuals in the area of
ICT o change -"-'lgfr!n society to ICT compliant and at the same time computer/TCT literate is very crucial
more 50 that e-mailing econference, computer operations, multimedia projecting, mobile phone usage
etc, were among skills posed by libraries. (Adebayo & Adekunle, 200%; Jibril et af 2018).

Role of Libraries in Literacy Development in Nigeria

Ihe important and sampler role of libraries is to provide information sources 10 meet users needs
(scademic, educational, research, informational cultural etc). the role of public, academic, school and
private libraries in literacy development of mankind are briefly spelt out below:

Fublic Libraries: Public libraries by their native are established out of government and public funds of
which their use are not restricted to any class of citizens but by all. Public library in Nigeria by their
nature are established mainly to provide reading materials so as to meet users information, educational
rescarch socio cconomic/cultural needs though the fulfillment of this objectives largely depends on a
number of issues such as: adequacy or otherwise of financial position, competent and dedicated sifl
among others (Ejedafiru & Isebe 2013). From this narration, children are not an exceptional in benefiting
from this service. Public libraries in Nigeria established/create a section called children section which
children’s collection (fictions, storybooks, pictures/picture books) are organized for their consultation.
The seating/reading tables are constructed based on their age and as such they have easy movement and
access to the need collection/reading materials. Children read, do their classroom assignments and are
allow to loan books for home consultations.

School Libraries: Despite the present situation of primary libraries in Nigeria, 2017 there are some
schools that have libraries on average stanes. This is with particular reference 1o recent research conducted
by MNiogo-Sagh amen and Monokpo. Some public see school own libraries with inadequate collection and
no lab facilities. Those school libraries possesses organized collection of reading materials for children o
consult for their test, and assignment. Furthermore, some school libraries have created library periods in
the school time table, During this period, children visit school libraries to read books, do assignment,
prepare for test and examination (Saka and Alhassan, 2018), although the academic performance off
students vis-i-vis reading habits at secondary schools depends on the ownership of schools, teachers
commitment to job and conducive environment (Ibrahim & Saleh 2009).

Academic Libraries: Libraries established in institutions of higher lcaming charge with the
responsibility of providing information resources to meet users academic, research, information and host
community needs. They are libraries established at colleges of education polytechnics, monotechnics and
universities. At college of education polytechnics and universities, the department of General studies and
institution's libraries respectively teach use of English and libraries. The aim is to teach students how w0
read and communicate fluently as well as using library to meet their academic needs (Aina, 2004). In the

course of consulting books, reading and writing do take place.

Private Libraries: Individuals owned personal libraries in their homes and family used. The collection of
such libraries usually contain their personal collection such as dairy, photograph, textbooks ete. Children
take advantage of these private libraries to consult reading materials. Example of such libraries include
IBE presidential library Gani Fawhemi Library etc. Existence absence or non-existence of private
libraries in homes have significance influence on children students” academic performance and thus this is
e formation of literate and illustrate parents. The former in ideal situation have concemn over the
educational development of their wards while to the later, the reserve is the case, This argument is

87



weianificant difference in the
{ Ogunsanwo (200%) who reported significant d : Study
. findings of V& -
supported by ressie iIliserate homes g
kahit ol ,.[u,df-nu from [acerate and '..l. m[‘llﬂjﬂ all publi!h:d _|T|;.u erials “] hlﬂﬂ'l-il and
The particular type 9 ibenry O ollections on various subjects

' ' : o ¢ only € , .
hltmﬂll_:;:jbrﬂc;j'mﬁ:{::ﬁ:;tmm they live. The library contasn rE fof Eﬂ":""‘j -Fubl.ln; Fﬂ.ﬂlﬂulﬂ[l}l schioo]
by MNigeTi

— i ml'lﬂf'lﬂ'“ EIF'F“'IF” X Ly : :
e e, maid coon 78 T
hildren and this is on tonal library of MIgera, & - g i 5 ]
Spw . : : ih the theme: “Sustaining lifelong
post ) : motion campaign Wi p
2018, 1 day -prg:.l'li.tl:d pational leadership F:::nﬂﬁﬂ other F.wamm:ll. Lecture {Ahmed, 2018; 'h.']_:.\
e w which feature | children, etc. Below is the pamphlet nn‘m:dﬂm.p
- ted by National Library of Nigeria, Niger State Minna Branch which ook on

10* May, 2018

Iaformation D'ild.'l-l!!l'lilﬂlﬂll % i andor A
I:'H mw:m writing in ::-.r:pupem journals, magazine, and t:x:hmu__ The
ﬂmw;:: anv of these collection can be permancnt unlike oral gesture and use of sign to

: . lost
mhhbmmetﬂumnmmumcdmushmm‘*‘!hmgﬂ =
it ior part of the History of librancs & !
{mw.ﬁiw m;ﬁ&"'!mﬁmﬁ'ﬂ mm and can be a little but permanent when recorded in sound
recording. In the older days, in some rural communities information is disseminated using a sign e.g
emoke of fire from distance or ncarby village s:_ﬂﬁ: death or something strange has happen. In some
gunshot 3i in the process of burial. ] :
rj:ui.u mﬂciﬂ mu:ip: are charge with responsibilities of making collection available and
- formation about such can be disseminated through book loan or circulation, bulletins, notice board,
Current Awareness Services (CAS); provision of various intemet services, reference services; as well as
compilation of abstracts, indexes and references to books list of publications on scale etc. Nigerian
Library Association (NLA) is no lefl out in the dissemination of information 1o LIS professionals and the
general public on the activities of the association and LIS profession in general. Find below the cover
page of Newsletter 2018 - a publication of the Nigerian Library Association (January-December 2018).

Mass media particularly newspaper, radio and television inform the public through the news casted
educate public through educational performance such as quiz competition guest lecturer eic.
Entertainment in the form of display of drama, music and video film about the culure and cultural
artifacts of people, among others.

Hindrances to Literacies, L.H:r:_rr Il-ﬂ.l.-lnpmnt and Information Dissemination
Despite ffort 1 transform Nigerian Society to literate nation and information for all irrespective of socio-
economic, cultural and geographical location, there exist certain challenges:

Indifference of government and stakeholders: Despite ‘

national information polic 5 education for all agenda and promulgation of

the day. There are a h:iw i IIﬂ.IHl_ I:II:.l '"ﬁ_ﬂ'ﬁﬂf_ﬁ's and cvaluation is yet to see the light of

rammes/adult education. Above all nbﬂh:’ﬂml lthmwm je st beneties from Kere
b es )

reading materials most especially those that are re e are not well equipped with relevant

Pablic Awareness: Related to {
to the above mentioned
o the need =
hemce (s o literacy. This s with special to

challenge is the lack of public awarencss/orientation
they are predominant farmers who are

rural communities who ; i
virtually old., doesn’t see the need for reading

- 1



The situation ‘“."L‘F"i‘ of the current state of public secondary school libraries in Miger Stale i3 the
madequate collGCTIon, busikding and virtually absence of libraries in some schoold within the state capital
(Saka & Mohammed, 2009). In Akwa-Ibom State, school librasies, there existed reading rooms; few
[ibrarkes without u:.]_r:d.-ud. and with moderate level of wtilization while library stafT Inck qualification,
There existed indiffercnce on the part of government In committing adequate funds for school library
dev clopment {(Philip, 2018) and this misnomer existing in Edo State with re-.-,;ud; to deplorahle ..,-Lxmr.-_'m'.-.

of public and school libraries (Obasuyi, 2018)

Formation of Reading Habit: The advert of computer and ICTs most Migerian youth do not imitate the
culture of reading. Pupils at primary schools and students at secondary schools and universitics astract
much importance to the use of phone to tap information as oppose W0 reading books. Researchers have
shown that reading culture is gradually facing out in our society partly due to modemn technology as
Alanbi-Ademolake (201 7) reported among findings that, reading culture has been affected by the use of
phones and computers even through that the library collections were inadequate in secondary schools in
lorin East Local Government Area of Kwara Stte, Nigeria.

f_'.ﬂh'CLLl'S[GN

In conclusion, the paper was able to identify the need for literacy society; types of literacies and roles of
~ducation agencics in literacy development as well as information dissemination in Wigeria. The
implication is that absence of mass literacy couple of library services and information dissemination will
lcad to information poverty naticon.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Rased on the above discussion, the paper prefer
crans form Nigerian society to information rich nation. These arc:

| Government and stakeholders in education sector should revisit the various policies/bills c.g
education, information and freedom of information 3
Mismmmmﬂmmmwﬂumﬁnmwthm
National library of Nigeria should re-double its effort on “readership promotion campaign” s0
that majority of knocks and crannies of Nigeria should be touched and feel the impact of the

campaign.

possible suggestions and it implement would help

Led b
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