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Abstract

Astechnology becomes 5 greater R
essential part of learning, The re Partof everyday jif it is na
and multifaceted: one i

€ used to teach English as a
dary schools. include using it in note-taking,

among others. Anticipated
ile phc_me such as accessibility of the device,

b . _ recommendations such as
providing enabling environment for the use of mobile phone in teaching English language and

m and English language text

Keywords: English language, mobile phone, teaching, secondary school,

Introduction

The present rapid growth in Information Communication and Technologies (ICT) has brought
amazing changes various fields, including education. Presently, there is a substantial increase of
technological utilization for educational purposes. With the potentials ICT offers, educational
institutions are now seeking for new paradigms to restructure their educational curricula and
classroom facilities to bridge the existing technology gap education. This process however
Tequires effective adoption of technologies into existing environment in order to provide learners
With the required knowledge as well as to promote meaningful learning _(Tomf.-l, 2005). Tl'_le
¢volution of handheld portable devices and wireless technology has resulted inradical changes in
€ People’s lifestyles around the world, including for leammg. Mobile learning or m-learning is
arising art of using mobile technologies to enhance the learning experience. As highlighted b}’
Si1S (2007), mobile technologies such as mobile phones, can significantly reduce o lei’
®Pendence on fixed locations, and thus have the potential to rg-:\folutmn_lz'e th et peoj; ” ‘EOI
and learn, The purpose of this study is to investigate the possibility ofunllzmgrg}e mobaafp S
aa language learning device in secondary schools in Nigeria. Hence, acco tmlg ¥ § "tl:;g
(2006) mobile phones have certain characteristics that make thf:m aII:PTOPrla e e}‘:{'fﬂ{lgne . .
ias (2002) cited by Chinnery (2006) also o_bscrvcs that mobllc_p_ one ot\:lgﬁ_rzb[pl:iii t;;)r’
iversa] an;ongst college-age individuals. Some of these characteri sducs are]acc A !;Cin ty’Other
a‘-‘cessi_bility to users' lives and their portability enabling any time and any p 8

gogical reasons for considering the mobile phones in the second language classroom
Nclude 1,

e fact th s are social tools that facilitate authentic and relevant communication
c one
. /l'lﬁl 301
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es them an ideal tool to support situated leaming
a i tion 15 contextu

{ vy, which states that learning is more likely to take place thTt,Jl;l&)mE?J; f e Sﬁ:}]iﬂ

re'ovant and can be put to immediate use (Lave and Wenger cabuiar}' and expres:sims to

language learners can use mobile technology to acCess relewncl:l V?ans s ol English-spakin

look up movie reviews while at the theater, or to d1SCUSS weekend p 4

friend.

. collaboration among learners. This mak

. ] n more so than wi
Another benefit is that learners arc used to working with them, ofte ith

, ertou i
computers. Thomtor} an d Houser (20(_)3') report th i.it Ym’“%(j ap&f::;:;f: rr];?:-:;gﬁibitlz pi?)nr::sba:zl-g
phones for many activities, from emailing 10 reading books. : b;:t.ween eilidaib)
partof students' everyday routines, they help minimize the sqparatmn T ire e
the outside world. Applied linguists agree on little when 1t comis t0 pip i aEd m?g
language learning, but one thing seems clear- more eXposure s argc i Agn %001 e -
practice, or time on task, explains most of the variation 11 students' SUCCESS. Ry . can
increase students' access to the language will contribute greatl yto their prl(?g;f:?& esearc Tﬁp the
use of mobile phones for the delivery of vocabulary materials to English eamtzlrshm aiwan
shows that students enjoy using their phones because of easy access 1o materlali an the ab:hty_ to
practice anytime and anywhere; in addition, some students like the screen size _lm1tallons,whl[ch
make the amount of content more manageable than that of E:-ther tea_chmg mate_nals (Chen, Hmeh;
and Kinshuk 2008). Another compelling argument for using mobile phones in the classroom is
that they give students control over their OWn learning. Students control the medium, and
teachers, by elaborating how best to use the medium, p.ro.v_lde a blueprint for autonomous
learning, especially during the wide range of daily social activities where mobile phones are most
likely to be used. Also, mobile phones are relatively cheap and increasingly powerful (Chinnery -
2006; Kukulska-Hulme and Traxler 2005). Pederson (2009) defines mobile phone as an object -
that uses the global system for mobile communications to send and receive calls. Colombo and
Scifo (2006), cited by Bhavnani, WunChui, Tanakiran and Salarszky (2008), define it as a
telephone system that can move or be moved easily and quickly from place to place. It is also
described as an object that has accompanied us and simultaneously changed our everyday life
over the last three centuries. The mobility and portability in mobile phone have changed our
society, making it more mobile and flexible. Wikipedia (2007) reports that mobile phone was
introduced in Japan in 1979, but became a mass medium in 1998 when the first downloadable
ringtones were introduced in Finland. Similar to the internet, the mobile phone is an interactive
medium, but has a wider reach, with 3.3 billion mobile phone users at the end of 2007 compared
to 1.3 billion internet users (ITU). Mobile phone has several unique benefits over gither the
television or the internet because it is permanently carried and always connected. It has the best
audience accuracy available to every user without any credit cards or pay pal accounts.

An overview on the use of Mobile phone for language teaching

The mobile phone, referred to as the 7" mass medium (Moore, 2007) has recently become less
expensive, lighter, and more powerful and has become more important in language |earning an

use. Basoglu and Akdemir (2010) observe that as mobile phones become increasingly popular,
new examples of language learning experiences in everyday surroundings are expected to be
seen often and that !_earmng through mobile phones can create different learning opportunities for
students. They believe that even though studies about the use of mobile phones in language
learning are Fccent and hmlFed, results show that they have positive effeits on the learning
process.‘For instance, VanDrimmelen (2007) proposes eight ways by which mobile phones can
be used in education. :I'hcse are: as whiteboard and blackboard, hand held scanner, reminder fist
for learning students' names and faces, as security and liability device. for as_:‘.igmnﬁﬂts- for

instant blogging and for memories. As a t i ol

; . . eaching to igl

camera, internet access and dictionaries. tool, cell phone serves as calculafors .
Jf

f
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Iy, a study by Saran, Cagiltay ang g

showed that students specified positive fee » Cited by Basoglu and Akdemir
g gtude:l:_s nitaée{;iogl)ag they were delighted gb:::ttl? el}il;fl:) se of mobile p}:mnesil_] language
and Ibrahi b investigated the use of Wireless teg}? ation in their mobile phones.
ulary using short message service (SMS) text s nologies in learning English
il positive attitudes while iearnmg NeW words thy ook e results showed that students
.;?resnolha, Praul and Lynch (2008) conduct .

mobile phones. In another stud
o m p n another study,
o a0 M-lfsammg prqduct for the purpose of aggisset?rrl;ht}t:y o bt e

em in preparation for two scheduled
¢ In M-learning devices. The results

feroghuls (2008)

‘E'F%‘B%
=
=

. here spontaneous]
anytime and'aﬂ)‘W P sly, t-centred learnin

] g process. In another
sudy involving a comparison of undergraduate students' i ary i '
mobile phones and flash cards, Basoglu et a] (2010) f ot o T E

- : : ound th :
programme 1n the mobile phone improved the stuge ot vue e O UpRR B

: nts' voc i i
yocabulary learning programs on mobile phones was more e?tzuclt?\?e laﬁfén égfe::ralliitnhgat 1:1;;?15
other studies were conduc{eq and results showed mobile phone as a potential leamir;g tool.
Mobile phone does not only improve learners’ vocabulary and grammar but also enhances the
development of language skills, particularly,

: ' the reading, writing, and listening skills. For
instance, Klernan. and Aizawa (2004) used mobile phones to have learners exchange e-mails
with one another in order to teach targeted structures, while Taylor and Gitsaki (2003), cited by

Stokewell ( 2010), required their learners to use the browser function of their phones to perform
internet searches. Levy and Kennedy (2005) sent learners language-related text notifications
through SMS about what they had learnt during class or details of upcoming television
programmes they wanted the learners to watch. Each of these studies capitalized on different

features of mobile phones (e-mail, Web browsers, and SMS) and showed the importance of
phone asalearning tool.

SO it was studen

Further work on investigating how learners acquire vocabulary through mobile phones was
conducted by Chem, Hsieh, and Kinshuk (2008). In their study, learners deemed to have varying
verbal and visual learning skills were provided with four different types of annotations for
learning English vocabulary depending on their learning preferences. Flash cards were sent to
their mobile phones through SMS which included one of the four different types of annotation
and English word only, English word with written annotation, and English word with pictorial
annotations. The flash cards were viewed in the classrooms and learners were given 50 minutes
10 learn 24 vocabulary items. In a posttest carried out immediately after the activities on desktop
omputer in the classroom, they found that the pictorial annotation- assisted learners who had

b"ezﬁ‘ verbal and higher visual ability to retain vocabulary, at least in the short term, performed
er,

Studies have also looked at the actual mobile phone use outside the classroom, for instance,
ugh distance learning. This can be seen in studies by Thornton and Houser (200‘.:») anc,l,
Kenm"d}’ and Levy (2008), cited by Stokewell (2008). Both studies were based on the “pus
Eode of operation, that is, where teachers control the frequency and the timing of messages sent
l €arners. Thornton an:i Houser sent mini- lessons for learning vocabulary via e-mails to
t: . IS’ mobile phones three times a day, using new words in mulpplc context to allow learners
Infer the meanings. Similarly, learners in the Kennedy and Levy's study were given the option
ﬂ’al‘:ceive Messages which presented known words in new contexts and new words in contexts
4 ere familiar to learners through SMS to their mobile phones on an average of nine to ten

303 '
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the Iearners '&;?é";fi’sa";iiﬂﬁ?ﬁ"ﬁiﬁfﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁfﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁg alhough e
indicated that the messages were too frequent.

The educative use of mobile phones could be more lhaltl_ijllllz;g‘gg;“git‘a‘;';fgll;r‘;:g{::fsfwieval_
Prensky (2005) urges educators to recognize ll:icléll;‘t’t:e“]l' phones can be used for

Educators should bear in min ey fini
. and refining
st as we aré chIgmn.g r fining
context as well as content... Ju o aiomine siniler

b
Web-based tools for such tasks so must We ;
tools for cell phones...the communication and social features of
the mobile phones are likely to be of great help.

The multimedia capabilities of mobile phones, such as capturing digital Flc}ures
and video can enable the development of themes and issues that benefit from
representations using educational media by, for example, producing videos,
documentaries, animations of educational concepts and news bulletins. T_he
ability to communicate and share these artifacts through Web 2.0 technologies
such as blogs and Wik is provides authentic products that students can use for
reflection and foundations for 'remixing’ and further knowledge constructions
(Herrington and Herrington, 2006).

One of the limitations of using mobile phone for language learning is that much of it occurs in
artificial environments, generally within the classroom itself. In order to gain a real indication of
the nature of mobile learning, it is wise to view its use in naturalistic setting. An example of where
learners use mobile phone outside the classroom was seen in a research conducted by Stock well
(2008). In the study, 75 pre-intermediate learners of English were provided with tailored
vocabulary activities based on listening activities covered in class, and were able to complete
these either on mobile phones through the internet browser function on their phones or on a
normal desktop or laptop computer. Surveys and server log data revealed that learners used the
mobile phone in the vast majority of cases; many indicated from the outset that they did not
intend to use the mobile phone for their vocabulary study, citing problems such as the cost of
internet access, the screen size, the keypad and the study environment as the primary reasons.
The study showed that 61% of the learners did not use the mobile phone at all, with a further 24%
of learners using the mobile phone for less than 20% of the vocabulary activities. Wylie (2010)
opines that creative ELL teachers are using mobile phones to help students with vocabulary and
grammar through SMS text exchanges with the teacher, peers, or foreign language students. For
instance, a recent pilot programme initiated by Irish government used mobile phones to help
encourage students to learn Irish alongside their dominant language, English. They decided that
the impact of mobile learning would be a great motivator for students. One of their ideas was 10
}slt?x‘:igtzﬂ::et::tth nelssts;lasgkeesd ‘f\i;{lhms‘h words sent to the students during their Irish class. The
using the word in class correctly, or on the school's teacher

monitored, text-based, web chat rooms. Both teachers and i itive
impact on language learning at school. and students felt that this had a posit

Before using mobile or cell phones in class, there is the need to have a plan and a purpose which

the teacher wants to achieve. For instance, s th ; ino_ listeni
A Fa Vo TN ) e teacher fi stening
reading, writing, or some combination of the four skills? Or Sowie ca geian
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reofthe mobije
feature ¢

Mostmobile phones have 4
notes on the English they rea
send them to you as a textm
punt for specific languag
expressions), and the stude

Phone 1o coll
e
hat allows 11 Cleveryday |an guage

e-taki

ar outside of gofy ;‘kimg. Ask students to yse this feature to take

essage. Instead of givi > and either present the notes tothe class or

¢ forms (e.g., Commong regular homework you can askstudents to

Ntwho collects be " ouns, the pagt perfect tense, formulaic
©Argestnumber of ¢grrect samples wins.

dorhe

2: Use the Camera feature to take p;

: PiCtures oftext
One of the easiest Ways to use a mobile phone for Jearning :
language by taking pictures. Stud o dob .

: : ents ca i .
feature on their mobile phoncq. They Cannt ::ke PiCtures of English
from there. "

sfer the pictures to a ¢

cord samples of the target
text by using the Camera
omputer and upload them

on some older phones), SMS has three
advantages: (a) it forces users to express themselves concisely; (b) texts use little memory which
keeps costs down, (c) no extra techn

ological training is required

6: Use free programs to make flashcards for mobile phones

If you do not want to create your own vocabulary lists, there are several companies that produce
flash card software that runs on mobile phones, such as www.flashmybrain.com (there is charge
tosetup an account). You or your students can create vocabu lary flashcards that can be retrieved,
shared, and practiced anywhere.

7:Use the Text Messaging feature for circular writing o ¥
any students do not like to write these days, they associate writing in the school context with
oring assignments and a punitive environment of criticism and negative feedback. O'Connor
(2005) posited that popular forms of technology sqch as text messaging can l?q used as a learning
tool if students are tau ght how to make the connection bet'ween its form of writing and ﬂ_le formal,
academic, Therefore, even if students are not ready to write essays, they can practice with shorter
texts to develop their writing skills. One activity is circular writing, wh.ere students create a story
together by contributing one text message at a time. Each student ert;s A sentencel o two and
€n sends this on to the next student, who adds another message, and so on until the story is
Complete. The teacher is copied and has a recford of te Sm?; e emerges. The teacher s

“EXperiment with different text types such narratives, newsreports, instructions, etc.

8 : . 4l . -
T T
€ =
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: | 88 twor t
a PhOlle with 1 ¢ usc ofa wireless ne k .
TGS ith a connection 1O the lnternct (01‘ th a hm

. gatures to add mes
~-haps at school). Students use the Text Messaging a“.d .car;f;itfpcrsonat experienczzgt?amd
2. pictures to their personal blogs. This is great for o which students collect infor’:.at":es
+ '+ t2d, and people met, but it can also be used as an ac‘“wtyi[;arl]| s and provide feedback ulan
. report on it like journalists. Teachers can read these blog » Tequest

! - y her's work.
w2 information, or ask students to comment 0N each ot

9: Use the mobile phone for microblogging on twitter ] :
No report on mgbile writing would be complete without mention of twitter, the popular

microblogging service. Microblogging involves sending short n_lcf‘;bs{;ue;if;on;dig;?riugkm s
mobile phone. Twitter is now used by many different professmna: e 4 var%ct e -
people informed about who is doing what. Twitter can t_'e.”.se.d for drw.l c . }:: ifi P
such as asking students to report on their daily ac[_'v_'“c”' o 0;“!5 OE bFl’( Cli ” aspcctsl of
language, students could be asked to write down each idiom they findina Oﬁ t-:lley et
or to report when they hear someone use a negative adverb such as seldom or alr y. Theteacher
may not be able to or want to read all the comments, or tweets, himself, but cou d ask studentsto
follow some of their classmates' tweets and respond to them.

10: Use the mobile phone for social networking . _

Like Twitter, Facebook and MySpace are enormously popular social nctwork.mg tools thz_atallc-w
groups of “friends” to meet, post messages, share pictures, and generally interact online in a
myriad of ways. Most of the interaction takes place in writing, and simply asking students to use
English instead of their native language produces a great deal of writing practice. Some teachers
actively use such sites to keep in touch with students or to organize activities online. The sites can
be accessed through mobile phones, and it could be good fun to ask students to post on each
other's pages in relation to a topic you have just discussed in class. This activity is best used
within range of a wireless network, so it may not work for everyone.

11: Use mobile phone memory to distribute listening material

Many phones have memory for graphics, photos, and music that can be used to download
listening material for students, who can in turn transfer them to their phones or other media. This
could be arecord for the class, a podcast, or course listening materials.

12: Use the mobile phone to play games

Many of the free games for mobile phones, such as Scrabble and crossword puzzles, involve a
focus on language. Although not all of them may be suitable for second language learners, they at
least encourage students to engage in the target language, and to do so in the context of
entertainment. Once students determine that their phones have the capability to play games, they
must download and install the programs.

13: Use the Voice Memo Recorder, Notes, and Calendar
Most learning inevitably takes place outside the
information and assimilate it into their interlangu
language development as reflected by their con
Enc?uraghig students to reflect about their language acquisition helps them to take control @
thel.r own leart.nng and positively affects the 35p$imilation process:
Mobl_lc phones, by virtue of their portability, lower this barrier. Ask students to document theif
learning progress by using the Notes and Voice Memo Recorder features. In addition, you ¢© d

\ ;lll;?)?:;?tg: sse?gg:;: tgc:ci‘lai;f:: fC S ewar feature or other productivity tool available on M

class. ' : Or assignments, and reminders to rehearse material cOver®

features to keep a portfolio
classroom. Students need to process neW
age, which is their current stage of second
trol of grammar, syntax, and vocabuldy:

A
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Noise and disruption in class

Despite the cxcit_ing potential for m
prospect of_allowmg_ noisy phones into a classroom ma
Jile experience using them as a teachin :

obile phones to increase opportunities for learning, the
seem a bit daunting, especially if one has
g tool. As with music, movies, and computers, their
our students to work with. Phones can be

unterproductive if they ring in class in the middle of a
ground rules are needed.

ysefulness depends on having well-defin
disruptive. For example, it would be co
silentreading activity. As aresult, some

ed tasks for y

Increased teacher workload

"The use of mobile phones, or any new technology, has the potential to increase the teacher's
workload. There may be a learning curve, which is an investment that will hopefully pay itself

back in iqcreased student motivation and cngagement. However, there is also the question of how
to deal with the extra communication that

. use of phones generates. For example, the teacher may
recelve numerous texts from the students

. In this case, the teacher needs to set boundaries and
make it clear to students what they can send to him when, what he can and cannot respond to as

well as what he will respond to individually and in class. Even receiving 50 text messages may
notbe an issue if they all relate to the same assignment the teacher sets in class as he can follow up
with the whole group. There are also tools that can help managing text messages. Programs like
Notepage (www.notepage.net) can helpthe teacher to respond to multiple text messages or send
out bulk messages from a computer, thus greatly reducing the time needed to respond.

Over-Crowded English language Class rooms

Most secondary schools in Nigeria are over-crowded with not less than thirty studen_ts. This may
be problem to the use of mobile phone in teaching English language. The formation of small
groups and pair work can help in lessening the load on both the teacher and the large group of

students. Also, a few of the more "advanced" studentscan also help to take care of some group
Wwork elements.

Conclusion :

Mobj o ool and the skilled teacher matches the tool to the task in order
to al:ézr%};{:lnsi 12?;1;&&’,&;2 {]l;j::;)tose' One ke.y purpose is to mcrez;]se Tludents'dmotw.anon in
Carning the English language. At the same tlme.the use f)fthe{;‘ect’féﬂ)logty l?)e? s to tocu_s.on
Students and their needs as well as match the learning ac_n\lnt!;;e d?i‘ff;r:ni’ \:a e{l)rfpcljsonahtl;g:s,
€amning styles and characteristics as practically as p‘?SSlhbi 2 :r ol gt OnyswauS_lr?g s ‘:e:
one by an experienced language teacher put forth I this ps ?epbul alsc% createga ieay N rt1‘0_1 031}
ing language teaching and learning a stress free exerel M-Iy
ge learning environment.
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Wm‘dsmﬁl mobile phones with the sole aim of using they,

ftione ‘communication.
¢ should be prepared to face the challenges of

ting t 1 bil e
oiting the affordances provided by mobil¢ o sl citsér levels of the edoili

‘teaching in, not only secondary schools,

i '.-: SW. J :
! Schools should provide enabling environment for the use of mobile phone in teaching
English language so as to provide avenue for additional forms of learning both in the

classroom and outside the school environment.

The curriculum planners and text book writers should make provision for the use of
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