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Abstract
The paper examined how productive reading could receive a boost through the provision of information

resources among the secondary school students in Minna, Nigeria. The research design used for the study
was survey. Purposive (judgemental) quota stratified random sampling technique was used 10 select 10
outof 75 secondary schools in Minna — five public and five private. The selected schools are: St Clement
Secondary Schools, Gbaiko; Mawo International Schools, Bosso; Bosso Secondary School, Bosso;
Ahmadu Bahago Secondary schools, Chanchaga, Government Secondary Schools,Bosso,; Government
Day Secondary School, Chanchaga; Government Girls Secondary School, Chanchaga,; Baptist
Secondary School, Bosso; Brighter International Schools, Chanchaga; and Himma International
Schools, Bosso. The self-designed research instrument tagged “Accentuating Productive Reading
Questionnaire” (APRQ) with the reliability coefficient of r = 0.87 was used by the researchers to collect
data for the study. Thirty copies of the instruments were distributed in each of the 10 schools used for the
study. Out of 300 copies of the distributed instrument, 270 copies (90%) were retrieved and used for the
analysis. Simple descriptive statistical tools of frequency counts, percentages and tables were used for
data analyses. Part of the findings of the study is that 220 (81.5%) respondents placed high premium on
visiting the libraries to avail themselves of the available information resources and that there is a dearth of
information resources in most of the public secondary schools compared with private schools. It is
recommended that the parents and school authorities should work as invincible team towm.*ds checking the
malaise of over indulgence on entertaining gadgets especially as they affect the productivity of pupils in
terms of reading and that the Parent Teacher Association (P. ZTA).of the su'rveyed sc'hools should work as
indivisible team in ensuring that relevant, current and up to date information material are supplied to the

affected schools.
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Introducti :
e aningful, gainful, profitable and beneficial reading. It is

Productive reading in thi is defined as me

ing in this context 1s delin ani ‘ : .
akind of readin i%l which students are able to assimilate what they have read; synthesise such items with
: sessment. Reading that is done with full attention,

the h : robable as
ope of mastering them forom £ whole sense of responsibility and accountability is

concentration, commitment, loyalty and with the R ey : :
referred to as’proﬁtable rea’ding. Information resources that are provided in a conducive environment

: ing am dary school students. Kasimi

could serv, i |s in accentuating profitable reading among seconc e A

(2007 o net :s :i/cgt;b:il toOe 150 ing a reading culture has become very imperative for any society inthe 21
nied s deycigl habit is very crucial for national development as it enables

‘entury. Hence, cultivating a good reading ! g C

Creativity to bl(;om, develop imaginative thinking and innovative mind.

Reading ; mmunication. It can form part of an individual to the extent that it
eco;\egsl:; E'Otwe;nﬁlixme:;lsdg\f;zped’ becomes VEry difficult to break. _The art of r;ading f:ould be an

infsig abit which on vildren and adolescents if they are properly guided. A reading habit cultivated

early jn E%:ﬁg;zt:ﬁzi ﬁ?{dcto grow into an independent adult (Carson, 2007, Shabi and Udofia, 2009, Oji
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- wever, it 1s imperative 101
and Habibu, 2011). However,

StUdc

{ personal needs which reading \:.... by
and recreating but also for social dm, p:“.\)nlqakcs it imperative that for the students ’
s freading in all learning g ching of reading is, therefore, importar
ks cad well (Joseph, 2013) Theiteact ing and evaluating printed material. Whe
he must_lcmn wdrFa() is basically a process of perceiving m:% IA};A o el
instmcln_m;, R:]amlx)»,dmn they can understand most materials in the scl
attain this lev ading,

every teacher.

: reading pattern among pupils, it wag discoy ered
In an investigative study carried out by Jose.ﬁ)?}ggiiz)ﬁg inﬂuenoci on their reading. Pupils who indicag >
that socio—economic‘background oglhe pc‘f)%lol reail s ok ool di e evenings, are pupils v \
high interest in lreadmg and readshgr;ave réading space/table. Other categories of pupils who
gty Son cafighiens Lones i h nlightened parents who preferred to pl
identified as non readers are pupils who do not have enlig g g
movies, TV and eventually find reading to be very hard and con s;ni o1 iy
pupils, Aguilar (2014) itemised ten ways by \_)vhlchlovg for readmg_cou d ecultivate lan , |
steps include: simple reading; sharing reading experiences; mvmng pupils 19 Socialise aroun reading;
organising turn by turn reading; taking a field trip; listening to audio books; Inviting authors to speak;
making connections between reading and otherA issues; learning about speqlﬁc needs for specific
populations; and teaching reading strategies. Similarly, Colorado (2007) dlscpssed some tips . for
developing successful reading habits at home and in the classroom. Some of.the tips are the following:
making sure that the children observe the reading of their parents on regularbasis.

Were
ay, watch
ading among
eveloped, Th\e

To stimulate reading, the parents should keep reading material
about the pictures in books, magazines and newsletters with the children. Visiting public library and often
taking advantage of the resources offered there. Children should be €ncouraged to read in their own native
language. If reading skills are developed in the native language they will transfer into English and other
languages. Parents should prevent children (kids) from watching television unti] they have done their
daily reading. As the child becomes a better reader, the parents should talk about what he/she is reading,
Oji and Habibu (2011) while bemoaning on the negative impact of recreational media on the reading
culture of children admitted that with proli 1 isi

YErs, it is uncommon to see

sinthe house. They should take time to talk

They have gradually abandoneq book and reading to pursuing interests i
surfing and chatting on the et

Children shou_ld be €ncouraged to live in an environment that encourages reading habit. Libraries
gener'ally providea very conducive environment that Cncourages people to engage in meaningful reading,
leaxpmg and research.activities. They provide Space, reading carrels, reading materials and noise free
environment, School libraries offer Opportunities for developing good reading habits in children who have
been mmersed in a literacy environment in order words, games, rhyming, poems ang storytelling are
{)iltzxrl;f;l:re much antd lCllkhﬂg to irlngibe reading culture thap those who have e,xperienccd on impoverished
nvironment. ren librari i
Captivate the interest of child Fosa bl s s e
2012). ' :

. lly rich in colo
renand motivate themtoreag for pleasure (Igwesi, Chimah and Nwachukwu,

_ ventures. The ad
Il';stsl(:/}fnelss Or youth unrest j ofidleness (Babalolas X)(;ilk)Sh

il co:}?i lgggnsé\t{(:zgts 1are- NOW registered a5 soldiers in the repe camps in Nigeria and across the globe.

il oo O0lage engaged themselves i internet frayd and thereby making evil money through

. Ushkoff, 2011). Other students gather themselves ang beat up teachers and principals who

ents have made injection of hard drugs or drinking as a normal way of

other miscreants in the society mayhem. Vandalisation of public
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tructure like fuel pipeline
frastructure aresome oftheills that are . 1 . ¢s, electrical gadgets and outright vandalisation of public

atare attrihiitahloe ¢+ R . i
~allributable to youth unrest which is a function of idleness.

Imagmdtt}\\s ttijii\(i?)i p-I ()(Jlum\ € reading and creative writing are intertwined. A pupil that is giving to
Ellzzsgfﬁ,lzooi BabaaT(,)Y;i)g()(ll :) )e :br rmhread meamngfully, critically, constru‘ctixilly) and productively
e i -AS 16,“3 ereads new ideas emerges or comes into his/her mind. Such are
likely S p duestions the teachers ask in examinations. As the read and think, they
also mostl 1 fi l>1 to have proffered solutions to such anticipated questioﬁs Whgn hanhildl : e% -
excellently Wed' - Examlnatlon, teachers are apt to 1dentify them as erﬁuses Tshlug ’scan arfetn pertgm}
roductive reading. Children that areimaginativeinthinking, who are aio produ.ctive i111 readin;gr;ild (i)n

all likelihood be creative in writing. For such i iti
opportunity to go without looking for way ofpr)rtl;;li;wmmg i o crestve wikting. ot ol

writing becomes a normal way of life, T
inapeperdowninbla

Imaginative thmkmg 1S @ precursor of productive reading which is a progenitor of creative writing
Creativity, Innovation and invention are closely related. When children are imaginative in their thought'
they could be able to embark on productive reading. Productive reading would result in creative wn'tiné
which would in turn result In creativity, innovation and invention. The scientific and technological
deyelopme_nt .Of any nation including Nigeria is only possible through creative and innovative
minds(Kasimi, 2007, Babalola, 2007, Babalola, 2007). If students are pedagogically brought up to
becpme produgtwe readers and creative writers, they are most likely to contribute their own quota to the
socio-economic development of the country in form of per capita income (Income per head) which have
direct impact on the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the nation.

Minna is the capital of Niger State in North Central Zone of Nigeria. It is blessed with a good number of
federal and state institutions. Moreover, it has a total of 75 secondary schools public and private (Field
Survey, 2015). Theresearchers chose this town because of the afore-stated advantages. It is also hoped that
if information resources are used as tools to pedagogically inculcate productive reading habit in post-
primary school pupils in the town, the state and by extension the country would reap the dividends of
virile, creative, innovative and productive young men and women inno fgr future. Engaging post-primary
school pupils in Minna in productive reading is a sure way of disengaging them from unproductive and
unprofitable ventures. The paper, therefore, examined how information resources could be used to engage

secondary school students in productive reading in Minna, Niger State, Nigeria.

Stat Problem e A : :
A gozrg;ﬁgg?zf youths (especially secondary school studeptS) in Nigeria today irrespective of race or
socio-cultural inclinations are vulnerable to pleasure = seeking that is derivable from information and

S, deets at the expense of profitable and productive reading life style. Many children hav.e
communication gaoge:s which are not traceable to those of their

i jori ibit anti-social behaviour _ :
g::ntle Sflmquenﬁhlg/fiaig?glt:ﬁg ;thcrs have become miscreants. Youth restiveness is the order of the
nts. Many are

: i ublic and private properties. Itisa common occurrence to see
day. Many engagein wanton d%g;‘\’fég?g flginous crixrrx)es. The reason for the afore-stated social malaise is
F;ﬁlldrm intheir teens who alaexigt sit down for a while to read. This paper therefore examined productive
i t:iqess. Many youthsd ;g; school children in Minna, Nigeria as the probable cure to the ‘afore-stated
cading among secon

malaise,

¢ reading could be enhanced among students in
ources. The specificobjectivesareto:
secondary school students in Minna,

Objectives of the Study
¢ main objective of the stuN'
secondary schools in Minna, N1
1.” Determine the frequency
Nigeria. brary envir onment and

2 ain the state of library igeria. ' : :
‘;icoilr:iary school students inMinna, N.go0 available and the extent to which they aid

> that aré ;
3.  Identify the information gczzg;?ary school students that are selected for the study in
: ding amon '

productive rea :

: i Nigeria. 33 et
4. ?g;ﬁff’y th% effect of entertaining gadg
Minna, Nigeria.

i oductiv
dy is to know how pro¢
ygeria using informationres
of reading among

materials in promoting reading habit among

s on reading habit of secondary school students in
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Research Methodology P ive (jud tal) and quota stratified randor

: . Purposive (judgmenta q : m
The research design used for the study was Sur‘/c)ii qs)chools in Minna, Nigeria; five public and five
sampling technique was used to select ten secondary v ¥ osmtial S
private. The selected schools are: St Clement Secondary Schools, Bosso; Mawo Intern onal Schools,
Bosso; Bosso Secondary School, Boss; Ahmadu Bahago Secondary schools, Chanchaga? Government
Seconéiary Schools, Boss; Government Day Secondary School, Chanchagg; Government Girls Secondary
School, Chanchaga; Baptist Secondary School, Bosso; Brighter International Schools, Chanchaga; and
Himma Intemnational Schools, Bosso. The ten secondary schools were specially selected out of 75
secondary schools, 36 public, 39 private that existed in Minna. (Field survey, March, 2015).

The research instrument used for data collection was a self-desi gned questi
Productive Reading Questionnaire”

modified version were personally ad
mainly from senior secondary school

onnaire tagged “Accentuating
(APRQ) which was validated by LIS colleagues and copies of

ministered by the researchers to 300 respondents (who were picked

s one to senior secondary school three) in the ten schools selected for
rument were administered to ea

Table1:
Response Rate of InstrumentAdministered
S/N NAME OF = 5G.4 OF ‘
.G. TYPE COPIES OF
b : COPIES
OL  LocATiON OF INSTRUMENT INSTRUM%?VT s e
SCHoOOL ADMINISTERED RETRIEVED (%)
: ()
1St Clement Bosso - Private :
Secondary o 3 o
Schools
2. Mawo B
, 0ss i
Internatiop . o 2 30
al Schools : -
Bosso B
Sesondas 0850 - Public 30
Schoo] ] ; . -
4 Ahmady ' '
Bahagg Chanchaga Public 30
- Secondary ; - .
Schoo) : '
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School
0.

Day
Secondary

School

7. Government Chanchaga

Girls
Secondary
School

§.  Baptist
Secondary
School

9.  Brighter
Internation
al Schools

10. Himma
International
Schools

Bosso

Chanchaga

Chanchaga

Government Chanchaga Publi

Public

Private

Private

OT) Vol
[ Information, Education, Science and Technology (JIE

27 90

30 28 93.3

30 27 90

Private 30 28 93.3

InTable 1, 30 copies of the instrument that were administered at St. Clement International Schools; Mawo

International School and Bosso Seconda
making the response rate of 100%
Schools 28 (93.3%) copies of the in
ofthe instrument were retrieved fro

ry School were successfully retrieved and used for analysis,
respectively. In Baptist Secondary School and Himma International
strument were retrieved from the two schools while 20 (66.7%) copies
m Government Secondary School.

Result: What are the information resources that are available and to what extent do they aid productive
reading among pupils in the post primary schools that are selected for the study in Minna, Nigeria?

Table 2;
- Information Resources Available in Schools

SN Name of Types of school  Information Resources Available
S - = : -

1 Stc hg;) ]me t Private Information materials include: textbooks in various subjects;
S : Z - reference materials like dictionaries, encyclopaedias, serials
Szﬁgzlsary etc. A computer laboratory with 20 work stations is equally

available. e B : bi

9 : Information materials inclu .e: te?( 00KS In varlogs su Je.cts;
Mavo . i reference materials like dictionaries, encyclopaedias, serials
ISnt;m:;monal etc. A computer laboratory with 20 work stations is equally

3 :
Sty available. ; : ;

3 : The information resources available in the school are abysmally
ls?vosso Public poor. The school cannot be described as having a library

econdary . :
School 553,35 /

e The library has few collections of textbooks and reference
Ahmadu Public aterials. Moreover, 20 co mputer workstations are available.
Is3ahago ?he internet facilities are not functional

€condary ; :
School
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arch Question 3
Rese!

2 S€Condarv <

|,Il‘|‘.‘: o
smentoflibrary Environmen¢ and

Asse == : X Materials
N Assessmentof library environmeny o7 o —— R
" andmaterials ent S/A % A % D % SD %
/[/"/fﬂe library en\‘lronmcn\l\is’\' o “37)\\
' excellent 11.1 20 TR 0 0 0
" The materials are adequate and 3
- current 0 11.1 10 37 0 0 0 0
3. The m.aterlals are adequate and in 4
line with the mission statement of 14.8 20 7.4 10 3Tl 3.7
the school
4 The library/resource centre is 50 185 10 5450 : : :

spacious enough and could allow
for further future expansion

S

In table 5, 50(13-5%)§cspondents indicated that their library environment is excellent:
40(14:8%)respondents mdlcatgd thgt the materials are adequate and current: 60(22.2%)admitted that the
materials AR adequgte an In line with the mission statement of t}’1eir various schools while
10(3.7%)disagreed with this. Finally, 60(22.2%)respondents affirmed that the library is spacious for
future further expansion.

Research Qqestion.4: What is the effect of entertaining gadgets on reading habit of secondary school
students in Minna, Nigeria?

Table 6:

Effect of Entertaining Gadgets on Reading Habit

S/N  Effect of Entertainment Gadget on Number of Respondents ~ Percentage (%)
Reading

1 Brings distraction 90 33

2 Obstructs concentration 110 41

3 Retards reading 12 4

4 Wastes time 20 7

5 Aids reading 20 s

6  Encourages concentration and 15 6
assimilation 3 4

7___None of the above — .

hat entertainment gadgets have detrimental effects on reading

Intable 6,232 (86 %)respondents indicatedt
fUCh as: bringing distraction, obstructing co
%)respondents are of the opinion that enterta

ncentration, retarding reading and wasting time while 35 (13
inment gadgets aid reading; 3 (1 %) indicatedthat none of the

available options as the effect of entertainment gadgets.
Summary of Findings et :
e foilowix;gI ﬁ'nd.i:lgs f\:\;il: r‘?:;:nf‘rjzrrﬁstgz;plgé for this study normally visit the library at least once a
. ajority o _
week which is a positive development. hours (at least1-3 iors) inreading.

alit
2. Majority of the respondents equally spend qu library environment is excellent and the

: he
3. Most of the respondents’ admitted dtil:;r etnt. ’
information materials are adequate an vate bodies are better equipped with information

by pri :
4. Most of the secondary schools own ed for the studies.
resources compared with the public schools sampi€ dgets have detrimental effect on R

inment ga
5. It is obvious from the study that entertainm
habit of students. :
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useful information ma

Frmed that thay - —_—
fthe study atfirmed tha €Y norma)), ks
3 1 S [hL >\Ud' red RO\ T 1 N 9
from the findings of dents have discovered SO0me Felevans i
cor) fr . : : o
i /0)0 because such FESPO[:‘no and attractive factors for 1,
4 :
ek e that serve as motivating
~ brary
s in the li

-U€m tq Visit
; ~ﬂur,e:.»hr€: OV
dupto date informationreso b\ \ “C; 1\ oy,
ipped with relevant anh findings of the study corroborate the fig.
i 1 ul ) o
the library. When Ilbraneslarf:L?Chpl)ibraries regularly, =
not ; sl
e coerced to vi
would not be

 QUEST(2009); Shabi and Udofia (2009 Owey
7); Babalola (2007a); Q‘ their various studies c.hscovered-[hat the
of Carson (1990); C'Oloiad:ngz(;fl)wz;chukwu (201 2)Wk§ irir;chools enhance the leaming abel asSimilati,
(2011); Igwesi, Chml@\; ation resources by studen ndents who did not take plCaS_Urelm Visiting the
s oo stdeats. Theremaining S0(18.5%) espo or reading culture of Nigerians ang gy
arocesses among students. The rerr»lvhat has been described as pol wesi, Chimah and Nwachuk\W, 201),
Ebrmy might have_done S0 due(;:arth of information resources ( Emalb; spend between 1-3 hours i, the
developing countries Sr duet%ndemsalso signified that they no (6t Fa thine e Ty Patrons hay,
Moreover, 220 (81.5 /0') ‘rCS}IlJ library. This is a funhgr attraction libfary BRESET nostof e respondents
library any time they visit the tinformation materials from the li ;y atisfying. The Importance of
been getting attractive and relevan ent and materials are good‘ = sd. of pupils cannot pe over
indicated that the library Cnlvlrontr?eading materials on productive rea H}lli s, il
environmecril tE’]rllf'ac't;) rlil il;?lsr:nz\rlxiré with the findings of Ndagara (2007) w
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where there is dearth of j

ncentrated in private schools compared with public
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nformation Tesources, The s0cio-economic background of these pupils vis-2-
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87 b € reading, Creative writin » innovative t inifé
T ce prodpcthty 1s bleak, The ﬁndings of this study on tghe malaise of cntertal;?;a
gadgets on Productive reading corroborated the findingg of Carlier researche like Rushkoff (2011), ;
,). \_Nellmgton (2001), Oji and Habiby (2011)who in thej -
entertaining gadgets not only to k priorj %
have damagi

. ed
OK priority in the d CIl separate researches d‘scov:rbm also
? Y Inthe mip S of the chj this ag
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Conc lusion
YPOSILC 1de from th; e
. . > Study, L
~1ve a bOO0St where a eth A, N - "“?u‘ﬁ;‘:‘y@v—:,'.»l,,‘_y;”‘\>‘ ) b < ;
P il o Plethora of rejeyan, 1ot .. rcading among secondary school students would
ssible to the 1 < B I o » UD-t0 date and £ S 2 - .
sccessible to the pupils in a conducive enyirnr P-10 date and functional information resources are made
zing librarian (teache ari o Tonment and under the o e ;

empathizing er librarian). )\, r the guidance of a humane, courteous and
are provided in a conducive Gn\'lronr‘;“) Moreover jt should be added that where infonn‘a:ion ma[er(lallt‘
’ | S
ials, it will be difficy] ent 1f the students do i ; =% :
mater1ais, tHicult to achieve 1y not make deliberate effort to make use of the

students, the teacher and al] stake hol

| less of productive reading. In order words, the
inquality and productive reading.

ders in :
education s :
n should work as a team if students are to be engaged

Recommendations

o ﬁngmgs e study, the following f€Commendationg d
1. arents, teache : : are made:
. mdiscriminl:{eslclfslzoolflleb;tanam and all other stake holders should work as a team to curb
ertaining gadgets among post-primary school pupils in Niger
2. Theprincipals of seconda
ry school i e B
who have love of DRl s o (S)Ekilr??ld henceforth appoint librarians (teacher librarians)

, j ormation materials at heart. Such would be abl

rovid : : . . uld be able to

1(:;0([)1 . :i Sgr;trlr\l/e rohle for mforrpatmn materials and at the same time providing a relaxed and
osphere for pupils to read and learn. This is because productive reading and

learning could only take Placeina conducive environment- physical and social.

3. The Pgrent Tgacher Association (PTA) of the surveyed schools should work as a formidable
team 1n ensuring that relevant, current and up to date information materials are supplied to the
affectgd school libraries/information resource centres in right quantity and quality. Financial
commitment on the path of the PTA cannot be waived aside if this is to be done successfully.
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