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Abstract

This study inve sti

gated the assessment of role of medical librarians on P’:Q"alr\’f, Women
utilisation of health information resources in federal qmvgrsrtl_es g {70"_ ,9_" g t'Qef a. A
woman's chance of aying from pregnancy and childbirth in Nigeria is hig DUt many of
these deaths are preventable |

y
e if they get information on health care services. Two
objectives and two (2) research i

ed and seventy eight (23,356), while the sample size for the study is three |
hundred and Seventy eight (378). Questi '

the study. The Stratified sampling technique was used base
he universities Studied. Th

d on geographical zones of
€ study revealed that the rol
utilisation of health informati

e of medical librarians on
onresources by pregnant women

the findings, it was recomm

equip their libraries for ade

is low and poor. Based on
ended that the m
Management of the medic

e medical libraries should
quate services to users including Pregnant women and the
al libraries shoulq strive to instal| Internet services in order to

provide effective library services
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and our brains

SO i réported that people
; * >9Me information are

organise and filter this i o
information as a

bl hered by our senses,

Ormation constantly, Economists define
Phenomenon that reduc Measure it in terms of
erived and acquired from
1a Houses, Libraries and

€ people study for an undergraduate fi

: ; e, at
(higher level) degree (Ca_mbrldge Dictionary, 2016), ACCording »” é\;']'f‘é)z 8{6%0539;3239 5
Can be said to be an envrronmen_t Where teachers anqg scholars Meet to discuss a given
curriculum after which 3 degree is awarded. A unjyerg; cannot exist without lecturers
and students because the goal of a university is t inculcate Knowledge to students. The
:Psaé% \c/)itr)é?\cstrves of a university are to enhance learning ang Promote research activities in

In Nigeria are owneq by the Federa) Gov igeria and they
are the responsibilities of the federal Overnment, goeég'?,i?,ﬁgéf Igf the federal
universities have teaching hospitals attached ¢,

COmmunities incly

' i O them, itals serve their
ding, people with varioys diseases, p, The hosp
Students, :

régnant women and medical
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| nd the quali -

?ﬁr:ls,aand othe?ma;’nt:lbec;fs iaa;ée;r;tth céare by helping physicians, allied health
are's i

ialty care. They also work closely wi oy current n the latest developments

Nt women health is an important area of health. According to Koblinsky, Moyer,
Feigl and Langer (2016) to improve pregnant women
€ quality pregnant women health care for all women and
to guarantee access to care for those outside the system. Similarly, a woman's
f dying from Prégnancy and childbirth in Nigeria is 1 in 13 (UNICEF, 2014).
‘h many of these deaths are preventable, the coverage and quality of health care
- in Nigeria continue to fall. Presently, less than 20 per cent of health facilities offer

nCy obstetric care and only 35 per cent of deliveries are attended by skilled birth
ts (UNICEF, 2014).

are several ways of disseminating information in this era of information and
ication technology (ICT). To complement the traditional methods of information
ation, medical librarians should use the new technology means of disseminating
on such as text messages, the use of social media like Facebook page and
‘group, email messages, television and radio announcements. Nigeria is a
ng country that has several challenges in various sectors to attend to; health is
€ sectors the country is putting its best to improve. The eradication of polio by
ree immunization to children and bringing it to their door step is a good
1ent. The only areas that are difficult to reach are the boko haram affected
ealth personnel's cannot possibly risk their lives to immunize the children in the
eas. This in turn is affecting the health sector and the country at large.

ent of the Problem

ion on maternal health is essential because it provides medical units' personnel
y information to be delivered to the pregnant women. Pregnant women are
0 have enough information in order to have good health during anq after child
rtunately, there is constant pregnant women's death due to inadequate
health information and many pregnant women are not utilising health
. With adequate utilisation and information dissemination on the importance
and postnatal in Nigerian Teaching Hospitals, there could be significant
maternal death in Nigeria. The study, therefore, assessed the role of medical
utilisation of information resources on maternal health in northern Nigeria.
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utilisation of inform;
ern Nigeria. The Speci

on by pregnant women, in th

's and healthcare professionals are ¢
nctional health information services and
aried greatly by demographic and soci.
dary and higher education, and those
utilise the ideal maternal health service:
ba, Akiror and Kiconco 2015).Utilisation o
with improved maternal and neonatal health

interests in the Millennium Development Goa|
ortality, women's utilisation of maternal health care
Jucado (2015) has a significant value to the wellbeing

nd her child during childbirth. Thus, the role of the

health for the maternal women through the provision
e ignored in any society.

in most African countries has been linked with several
raphic factors, although contextual analyses of the
‘Kano State, Nigeria showed that 64% of women with
ied at different hospitals were in critical conditions upon
e of pre-hospital barriers in this situation with frec

B ever and Said 2013). Early and frequent
pregnancy as well as effective dissemination of
| d lesse k factors in pregnancy and to
nt at childbirth. 1t has also been found that
children whose mothers have lower (i.c.

ia, urban and rural
re services,some
sed ANC services
6% of urban and
' planning services
/o of the urban and
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care compared to those women

c'I.the.wSlt of health and information providers tend to increase the level of
tilisation among women. Ed ucated women and women whose husbands are
‘ Ve more advantage over women and their husbands who are not educated: if
esjucated among couple, health information will be fully utilised. The visit of
; mformathn providers helps pregnant women to fully utilise health
.‘ and services. Orientation of pregnant women on antenatal health
isalso a key player in the utilisation of health information.

gy

rch design adopted for this study isthe descriptive survey research design. The
earch design is used because survey type of research is characterized by
and sample as well as the use of data collection instrument. The survey
also used to measure a situation with a view to correcting inadequacies or
mprovement (Oyedum, Abedoh, Saka and Alhassan2015).Twenty- three
three hundred and fifty-six (23,356) target population and thirteen (13)
aries of the three (3) selected universities were used for the study.Stratified
chnique was used to select the teaching hospitals for the study. The stratified
was used based on geographical zones where the universities for the study are
or example, Ahmadu Bello University Teaching Hosp.ital Zarig, University Qf Jqs
Hospitals and University of Maiduguri Teaching Hospital are in Northern Nigeria
rent geopolitical zones.Also, random sampling-technique was used to select
red and seventy eight (378) out of twenty thre_e thousand{ three hundred a_md
3,356) target population of universities studied.Also, thirteen (13) medical
n the selected three (3) university teaching ho§p|§als wereused for the study.
cessary because Bernard (2012) reported this idea by asserting that if a
of the study is less than two hundred (200), t_he entire population should be
\e study.The instrument used for data collection was the questionnaire and

counts and percentages were used and analysed collected data.

i i n . I B -
'stlilse:tni:: g::?f/:l?\at is the role of medical librarians on utilisation of health
resources by pregnant women studied?
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N of Health Information by Preg e
nant Women
HU M
i 4 - Lu NU  Mean sp
on information 68,89, 82% 489 1843 2.78 0.54
. 0 . 0/0

33 120 49

143% 5199, 29 204 0.75

ond mister 29 126 2143% 123.2% 196 0.77
. 12.6% 54.5% 18.6% 14.3% . |

Iona 112 21 10 88 2.23 0.79
a . 48.5% 9.1% 43%  38.1% ' .

nformation on 81 36 61 98 2.71  0.59
mplalns on 35.1% 15.6% 6.9% 42.4% ' .

ncy |
e information on 98 35 12 86 249 0.70

nd symptoms of  42.4%  152%  52% 3720

nfprmation on 117 22 5 87 2.59 0.64
|vgw 50.6% 9.5% 2.2% 37.7%

106 20 7 98 2.78 0.49
45.9% 87% 3.0% 42.4%

r revealed that out of theeight items listed for pregnant women to respond
extent of utilisation of health information in the library, responses indicated
 high mean scores above 2.50bench mark. These items include item 1: I
health education information on pregnancy(X=2.78), item 5:I use
n minor complains on pregnancy in the library (X =2.71), item 7: I use
hild delivery ( X=2.78); are mostly used by the maternal women, while
ester information(X =2.04), item 3:I use second mister information

 4: T use nutritional information (X =2.23) and item 6: I use information
ptoms of labour (X =2.49)were rated low by the respondents, indicating

are not usually used by the pregnant women.

Findings
jon 1: Role of m

nant women studied )
aled that medical librarians do not properly assist pregnant women to

e i i iri Table 1). This could be
| ries studied despite their |mpprtance_(_ his could

. rmi:':3 ;aer\elziies as indicated in Table 1 is poor In these medical libraries.
isfy information needs of library users. Thus, most
ials with Internet services for adequate satisfaction
Ayaoku and Nwosu (2017)

ionals in their pivotal role as
ated that health professionals It
(r:iggg;evrﬁ\:ntsﬁnformation to patients can facilitate the use of other

Jrces by directing patients to the sources such as libraries.

edical librarians on utilisation of health information
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Research question 2: Extent of utilisation of health information by pregnant w

he studied medical libraries ; . 1
Sl'r:l;iuzddisckased that pregnant women moc_le!'ately use mformatnor:e J;omhzr:sap
libraries to satisfy their information needs. This is necessary becaufse atirgn 4 m :
needs information in life and these categories of users need inform a
themselves and their babies.

Conclusion .
From the findings of the study it could be deduced that the ro!e of mgducal libraria
pregnant women utilisation of health information resources is partially or moder.:
achieved in the medical libraries studied. Utilisation of information résources by hun
beings including the pregnant women is essential to satisfy their information nee
Pregnant women are expected to born and nurture young children and to succecc
achieving this, the medical librarians should strive to ensure that they have access as .
as use adequate health information resources often.

Recommendations

1; The management of the medical libraries should equip their libraries for adequat:

services to users including the pregnant women.

2, The management of the medical libraries should strive to install Internet services
in order to provide effective library services.
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