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fittest among firms, issues that border on the productivity of the work force are of major

concern to management and employees of most organisations including libraries. Most
organisations are now working towards Joining forces with High Performi "
(HPO) (Ahmed, 2008). g rming Organizations

philosophies. Managemey

icted to what Opperman (2002)
s resgr:t in the paper refers to publi
d their effecton the prOduCﬁVity

Organization (LPO). Many organizations are now undergoj
e : going ch i
e oo - engineering (BPR) (Coping with change, 1997, H&czi?gz?)soii aErf::lltl g:Easmmﬁ

are traditionally regarded as non-profit and service orj
- s : T . .
for productivity as they are being called upon constanltelr;tf:g‘irgamzatlons also have concerns

(Andrews, 2007). lve account of their stewardship

Productivity of academic librarians i ;
i . S IS service-orj
Into two major groups namely- inta e orent: The se

ngibl : : I'vic ified

is un-amenable to quantification Tl% e tangible Services, efi € could be classﬂfl

objectivel s second category s Istcategory of services

jectively. In the study, therefore, the productivi Ty unlike e first could be measured
terms of the tangible services alone (that ; ity of academjc lib e

e A St e o

researches, number of journal art; ISr €search Productjyj W;?riar'ls was measured ﬁ :
books reviewed and number of biblio d, chapters e ch includes: on- goiﬂ‘

8raphies compileq) Ooks Published, number ”ﬂ
environment. In other words, th ch ia W

rmini € p YSiC 1 facilis 3 uldl hOWev
> cetermining factors on their 2 facilities jp, . ~VeT, be a function of the W
facilities on the producti Product; the offi

ce o
affect the prod uctivity of

o Vity. f the ] . ,
vity of academic 1; @ crux of € librarians could
: brarig the :
academic libl‘arianls ir:clﬂns. Part of th: hy 15 the effect of phys
ude: Public POWE Ysical facilities that co
62 "Supply, daylight rad

Generated by CamScanner



G. A. Babalola, M. A. Adeniji &S. ]. Udoudoh

and internet connectivity (access). Each of (or a combination of) the listed environmental
factors Igogllfi affect the productivity of the academic librarians :
e e
N oritiahpe thé ith stable electricity, a librarian could access information
N ess B g anuleti g Co;nputer system, send research proposals on-line and
 dadibenmaii journals of repute with ease. Communication that border on
typ e arthlE?S that are acceptable for publication could be made online between
authors 0 articles and gdltors of various journals. This is also made possible through the
Powerlng of an glectromc current. Thus, if there is stable power supply in the office of the
librarian, accessing, and down loading of relevant electronic materials could be done with
much ease. Thls::has the tendency of accentuating the research outputs of librarians. Even if
the office of t_he librarian is connected to the Internet, if there is perennial network problem or
the Internet is disabled, the research productivity of the librarians would be badly affected.
For the research output of the librarians to receive a boost, the importance of stable power
supply and functional Internet services could not be over-emphasised.

Shibanda (2006) reported that Programme for the Enhancement of Research Information
(PERI) facilitated access to e-journals in Kenya universities and research institutions. The
programme was designed to maximise access to online information and to increase research
output of the researchers. He added further that the Kenya librarian and information services

consortium (which comprised universities and research institutions) was established to fully

maximise the benefits accruable to the utilisation of the e-journal. The consortium subscribes.-
to over 22 online resources and databases globally. The report from Shibanda’s discovery
affirmed the indispensability of Internet connectivity to the research outputs of the academia.
Members of the academia would be able to embark on and execute researches when they
enjoy unhindered access to the Internet. In other words, the research outputs of the librarians
could reach optimum if such librarians are made to work in a comfortable office with stable
power supply and functional Internet services. : _ |

Ajayi (1996) remarked that while weighing the impact of: information technology,
materials on human activities, the one that has exerted the greatest influence
man activities is information technology. Ajayi (1996) opined
ticular has been considered to have revolutionised the way
te through the global services it offers. Such services
Wais and Telnet, to mention buta few

technology and
on virtually every aspect of hu
further that the Internet in par
people collaborate and communica
include: electronic mail, file transfer protocol, Gopher,

(Osofiyan, 1996). : ; b
Moreover, evidence abounds regarding the impact of Internet services on research

activities and other academic exercises in academic communities of developed and
industrialised societies of the world. The academic communities of North America,_ ]apan
and Europe are becoming increasingly reliant on the gs.e.of II.lfOI‘matIOI} and CommumFa.h.on
Technology, particularly, computer and Internet facilities, in promoting research activities
for subsequent national development (Udoh, 2001; Ughegbu, 2001; Slabbert, 2006). In Nigeria,

for the academia to participate maximally in contemporary international ICT development -
ices for teaching and research activities - the academic

in terms of the utilisation of Internet servi : der
community must go beyond just the use of e-mail and browsing on _tljle Internet to ut{ll’smg
other packages like -workshop, e-conference and e-learning opportunities which can facilitate,

speed up and improve the quality and quantity of teaching and research activities (Okafor,
Imhonopi and Urim, 2011).
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: ulation com rised
The research design used for the study was Sur:e){i?l]fb:::el‘sp?npNiger State.pNon(.
99 academic librarians that were founq in the 152‘;23( ti)nselect ive cutBlikats sediiniin
‘7robapili§liu’r\lpurp(;5;i\;§ s;::,z:?ygszh?;g;“zzavszmic librarians that were foumyj lln thle ~ﬁve
lll‘m”?: mf i l%firc li;ra.ries were used for the study (see Tablel). TheprL[;rpgs“ eB_\ ;e eg_ted
b acld{ i re all federal institutions with the exception % - o a aqgl<1a
(l\d.dt‘\l“il.: le;a:iestr osive sampling was used to select the affected institution libraries as
;J:':::x Irts cl)fy z,x prslix{\inarl;/ investigation that was carrigd out by. the rte.seaﬁr(c):err: :)er; lt(f;; st;aatrst }:\f
academic libraries in Niger State. Part of the prehm.mary lc;we’s lgdb (0 i t;
purposively selected libraries enjoyed better funding and were be el e 0
Infrastructural facilities such as internet access and connectivity tha.n the libraries aF were
:\r:)ftr ‘:lllel::ed for the study. Such factors (better funding and better infrastructural facilities)

could affect positively the productivity of librarians in the purposively selected academic
libraries.

Table 1: List of Academic Libraries Used for the Study

S/n  List of Academic Libraries No. of Academic Libraries
1 Federal University df Technology, Minna 31
4 Ibrahim Badamasi abagida University, Lapai 11
3 Federal Polytechnic) Bida 10
4 Federal College of H ducation, Kontagora 11
5 Federal College of Wild-life Management, New-Bussa 8
Total 72
The researcher-constructed questionnaire instrument tagged Power Supply Internet
Access and Daylight llumination (PSIADI) was used
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Data Presentation and Analysis = Tt
Out of 72 copies of th

e ai Ini , |

and returned. The data are pr questionnaire administered, only 67 (93.1%) were duly filled

esented in descriptive tabular format as follows:
Table 2: Effect of Publjc Power Su

Librarians pply on Productivity (Research Output) of Academic
’gd/;q Statements
| /1| ‘ No. of Respondents | Percentage
| Incessant power outage has resulted
in my low research output 50 74.6
2 My research work is mainly dependent
on public po /
| .p- power supply 59 88.1
3 It is imperative for me to acquire
personal generator soonest 53 - 71
4 The intensity and constancy of public
power supply in Niger State is ideal
for my research work. 10 1.9

From Table 2, majority (59;88.1%) of the respondents indicated that their research
work is mainly dependent on public power supply while 10 (14.9%) respondents affirmed
that the intensity and constancy of public power supply is ideal for their research work.

Table 3: Degree of Public Power Outages Experienced on Research Work.

S/n | No. of hours of power outage
experienced per week Frequency Percentage
1 1-3 : 0 0o
2 4-6 3 45
3 7-9 5 7.5
4 10 and above 59 88.1

Table 3 revealed that majority ;88.1% ienced more than 10 hours
j of the respondents (59;88.1%) experience

fa : bl'r pov\lrer outatlgesJ prelr week which affected their research output adversely.

of public

Table 4: Types of Backup Used for Public Power Qutages

i Percentage
backup equipment Frequency

S/n. Types of power

57 85.1
1 Generator o =

i er Supply :
z Uninterrupted Pow p e 22
3 Both
G S

' e of power supply
5.1%) relied solely on generator as alternative source of p pply

In Table 4, majority (57:8 od both generator and UPS as backups to forestall incessant power

while only 12 (17.9%) us
outages.
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kup Equipment

S/n | Level of research operati;)nlient Frequency Percentage
powered by backup equip > fjl
1 1-20% P
2 | 2140% z .
3 41-60% : :
4 61-80% . :
5 81-100

' ' -20%.
their research work powered by backup e%ulpment is between 1-20%
respondent for 41-60%, 61-80% and 81-100%

In Table 5, majority (59;88.1%) of the respondents indicated that the proportion of
able 5, -88.

power failure.

There was no single
backup for research equipment against publjc

Table 6: Effect of Daylight Radiation on Research Output of Academic Librarians

S/n | Effect of daylight radiation
on research output SA A D SD
1" |Day light radiation is too bright,
~ |too strong and has adverse effect
on my research tasks 48(71.6%)| 12 (17.9) 7(10.4%) i
2 | Daylight radiation s tog dim
for the research that I do - —- 6(9.0%) 16 (23.9%) 45(67.1%)
3 |Reflections from daylight fixtures
have been hindering my research ;
work 30(44.8%)| 32 (47.8) 3(7.5%) L8
4 | The intensity of light from sun
has been affecting my skin
adverse| , o
SNSEY\ 33(49.3%)| 31 (46.3%)| 3 (4.5%) S
Fdepgnd $0 much on natura] AT
lllummation from daylight
radiation for most of my
research 0
- L__| Search work 10014.9%) | 10(14.9%)| 49 (59.7%) | 7(10.4%)
From Taple ¢ majority of th |
; : » Majority of the reg ondents 6() %) indi
is too b _ p n (89.6%) ind i iati
: ffirmercligtl:;itot(;l set;ol?g fonl') their (;esearch tasks. However, 4% (62l;°a/t)e;ie§l}l;:)tn(ilae)::sg - rédli:ﬁ;‘
i ave been dependj } e b o
Tadiatiop to do most of their reseal:cll: V\lrggkso P o e lllummation fr

- m“,.x
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[able 7: Internet Connectivity and Accessibility

§/n | Extent of connectivity and
accessibility SA A D SD

1 The internet services and
facilities in my office are
disabled 5(7.0%) 6(9.1%) | 15(224%)| 41(61.2%)
2 There is functional internet
Fonnectivjty and accessibility
in my office 47(70.1%)| 16(23.9%)| 2(3.0%) 2(3.0%)
3 | The internet facilities in my
office is plagued with constant
system breakdown 4(6.0%) 5(7.0%) | 20(29.9%)| 38(56.7%)

T_al?le 7 revealed that majority (63;94%) of the respondents have functional internet
Fonpechwty and gcce551blllty in their various offices while few respondents (11;16.4%)
indicated that the internet facilities in their offices are disabled.

Table 8: Effects of Internet Services on the Productivity of Academic Librarians

S/N | Effect of internet services
on productivity SA A D ' SD

1 | My publications in peer
reviewed journals/conference
proceedings/workshops have
increased by more than 5%
between 2010-2012 due to

internet connectivity and
accessibility 51(76.1%) | 4(6.0%) 10(14.9%) | 2(3.0%)

2 |1 published at least two(2)
international papers in the
past three years (2010-2012)
due to internet access

3 |Internet connectivity has not
impacted positively on my
research productivity in the
past three years (2010-2012)

20(29.8%) | 20(29.8%)| 20(29.8%)| 7(10.5%)

4(6.0%) 15(22.4%)| 18(26.9%)| 30 (44.8%)

In Table 8, majority (55;76.7%) respondents indicated that their research output in the
past three years (’2010_2012) has increased by more than 5% due to the use of internet facilities.
However, 19(23% ) respondents affirmed that internet connectivity has notimpacted positively

on their research productivity in the past three years (2010-2012)

Discussion of Findings
bEs 1 that public power supply is a source of seri
Findings from the research revea ; ; erious
P 1;; a‘c:%iem ic librarians in Niger State. Only 10 (14.9%) affirmed that the present public
69
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-ork. Fifty
lv in the state is ideal for their researpl; “9:2;:ar¢h e
ke ki output has resulted in their I0W~ i he
. mCQS_Sént P(;V;’;er academic librarians is to be maxment g
(Proch:svlht{))r:ry management, institution mapziitg;?n sty
g?;irils?on’ of stable, constant and steady electric futoonr AT

loa . lication.
AT ork. They could down . _line for public
librarians coulq do nlfr%:e could as well send out articles on tivity as they are capable of
tule 215 e-](t)un:iacsc:nstalzlt power outages are counter produc : 3
Incessant an

: . , roductivity strides. While it is
slowing down the speed of the librarians in tl(:?:ltreers;\e:tri(\:}; fources of power like gen er. atoit
true that majority of the respondents made use 0! ot out of place to state categorically that
and UPS as backup for their research e long period. Generators are not only
generators and UPS could not be.used for a vr(:frry nodlg F())ther lternative energy sources
expensive to maintain but also environmental u le y- Ot ' libraries surveyed as they
like solar power may be researched into and used in the var.lo e rélied S -
are more economical and environmental friendly. Though majority of 11br e
on public power supply for their research, the incessgnt power outages S
them to look out for alternative sources of power to maintain their research tempo. Lhis is in
agreement with findings of many researchers. Findings of some researchers have
authenticated and established the indispensability of daylight radiation to research output
in the academia. (Lindsten, 1992, Nicklas and Bailey, 1997, National Renewable Energy
Laboratory, 2002., Ramanathan, 2010). -

Finding from the study, is however, at variance with the earlier finding because
majority of the respondents indicated that daylight radiation is too bright, too strong and has
adverse effect on their research assignments (Table 6). It should be added that the intensity of

heat and power from the sun in northern part of Nigeria where Niger State falls into cannot
be compared with many of the southern states of Ni

etcetera. Therefore, natural illumination from sunli

74.6%) responde
¢ 4.37U)t If the researc h output

hands of all stakeholders -

be on deck in ensuring the
With stable electricity,
the internet In form of

JOURN

] have negative co PR
ns
and general comfort. & €quence on their skin

Itis obvious from the study that Internet services i
ey mpacted positively on th
output of academic librarians. Fifty-five (76.7%) indicated that alzce;:\;(e)])i,rﬁ:r'neet rsesrvea'zce};
ervi

have made their publications to increase by more th 9
findings corroborated the findings of Aiayi)llv an 5% between 2010 and 2012. These

(2006), Okafor, In.lhonopi and Urim (2011). Ho A
would reach optimum all disabled internet servi vty of academic librarians

€ made to - :
Conclusion function optimally.
Itis apposite to conclude the stud

public power supply, dayli S
& Ply, daylight radiation and Int ;
roductiv RO ran ernet accessibijlj
gependedlts}; ;)eflacademxc l.lbranans in Niger State, Nigeria. Ma.‘c’(:b}hty affected positively the
Alternati}:/: l;o‘::::l'c pfower supply for their research gu?p?lto fthe academic Spasians
: 299 S of power like :
daylight radiation had negative conseque;g\sg ir::(})l? and UPS were rarely used Moreover

Finally, Internet connectiv: Productivi
’ t T uCth] . .
O e b fcorvtlltl}; and accessibility affect, ty of the academic librarians.

iy ed positively the Productivity of majority
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Recommendations

In line "lfr:th the study, the following recommendations are made

. m;;r: S;‘rﬁu“: be syner 8y among the stakeholders: academic librarians, various library
en ;gplyienr:g,::;:z:t:'\sthons- management and the government on the possibility
ciall Bhaak e t1imn.g radiant, stable anfl uninterrupted public power supply
would in st probablirllisty t;let;o?tstsampled e§pec1al!x in .the libraries. It this is done, it
the scidemicilin. ult to cumulative positive increase in the productivity of

ii. As research cum academic institutions, the various institutions in this study could go
into research In area like bio-technology with the view of providing alternative power
source from biological waste and sun. Solar power has been found to be environmental
friendly and economical too, compared with other sources of power like, coal, oil, gas

_ etcetera (Tyagi, Rahim, Rahim, Jeyraj, Selvara, 2013).

iii. The library management and the authorities of all the institutions sampled should try
as. much as possible to make the office environment conducive for the librarians, to
mitigate the effect of excessive scorching heat from sun. The offices of librarians should
bg well-furnished with good and heat-mitigating window blind. Moreover, functional
air conditioners should be provided in all offices.

iv. It is strongly recommended that functional internet services with their associated
gadgets and facilities be provided in all offices of librarians to enhance their
productivity. ‘
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