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library and utilisation of'its resources will be highly enhanced. Library policies are set of

guidelines and controls that guide the utilization and operations of the library. These
policies are considered and approved by the university management. The policies
normally enable the university librarian achieve the goals of the library. Okoro and
Udoumoh (2007) stated that library policies are set of rules having the compel of law,
recommended by an authority, identifying with the activities of those under the power's
control.

Also, policy such as mutilation is a very strong policy that strengthens the resources of

libraries. and this is why it is one of the factors that can encourage students to use library
resources. Maidino and Zainab (2012) observed that there have been reports of loss,
theft, fraud and mutilation in libraries every day. In order to curtail such physical abuses
on library resources particularly books, a campus- wide policy on mutilation should be
designed. This policy should be applicable to users, who intentionally leave library with
resources without passing through due processes.

Another factor that could encourage the use of library is recency of information
resources. Recency of library resources is also necessary for adequate use of library
resources. Library resources that contain current information attract users to libraries.
Resources with latest trends, current issues and invention in a specific field of human
endeavour are what users demand for. Students prefer using current materials both in
print or electronic format, especially when doing their assignments and conducting
research work. Mbofung (2003) stressed that the nature of the research thesis is to a
substantial degree subject to the quality. amount. recency of resources counseled and
cited. Thus, information resources such as journals, books, newspapers, Internet
services should be made avaikable in the libraries. Journals usually contain current and
updated information about a particular field. In view of this, Enakrire and John (2012)
stated that, the use of journals for diverse purposes, include the storing and repackaging
of the content of information in it to buttress their research as they carry the most recent
information. However, it should be noted that, university libraries that do not have recent
materials are likely to negatively affect the students' use of the library and its resources.

Therefore, for a university library to be worth calling ‘a library there is need. for its
resources to be fully utilised. Results from several researches and personal observations
have shown that there is a low usage of library and its resources by undergraduate
students (Awojobi, 2004: Eze and Uzoigwe, 2013). This situation has become
worrisome, because adequate use of library and its resources is very essential for
completion df undergraduate studies by students.

Itis based on the above statement that the researchers decrded to investigate recency and
mutilation as probable factors affecting use of library and its resources.
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Table 1 shows the breakdown of the copies of the questionnaire returned. The Table
shows that 234 (47%) copies of the questionnaire were returned from University of
llorin and Federa] University of Technology Minna returned 195 (39%) copies of the
questionnaire. The General Fesponse rate was 86% success. However, the table
alsoshowed that 295 (69%) of the respondents were males, while 134 (31%) of them
were females. ;

Furthermore, reveals that 13 1(31%) of the respondents being the majority were from the
Faculties of Arts and Engineering respectively, 103(24%) of the respondents were from
Social Sciences, while 64 (14%) of them were from faculty of Education.

Table 2: Frequency of library use and its resources

S/No Statements SA A D SD x o)
(4) (3) (2) (1)

| [ visit the 99 51 59 120 221 1329
library daily (27.80%) (11.80%) (13.70%) (46.70%)

2 [ visit the 96 52 120 200 2.01 1.18
library twice a (22.30%) (11.80%) (27.80%) (46.40%)
week

3 [ visit the 266 33 44 54 3.26 .07
library thrice a (61.70%) (11.80%) (10.20%) (12.50%)
week

4 [ visit the 51 54 50 293 1.63 1.05
library once a (11.80%) (11.80%) (11.60%) (68.00%)
month

3> lvisitthe 83 55 63 275 T Y
library once a (11.80%) (14.60%) (63.80%)
semester (19.30%)

Key: SA (4) = Strongly agree A (3) =Agree D (2) = Disagree SD (1) = strongly
disagree,Mean=

Standard deviation=og

Table 2 revealed that out of the five items listed for students to indicate the extent they
make use of the federal university libraries and their resources inNorth -central Nigeria,
only one of the items yielded high mean score 0f 3.26 which was abave the 2.50 mark on
the 4 -point Likert scale with the statement; | visit the library thrice in a week. All the
other four items produced low mean values below 2.50, these items include item |: |
visit the library daily ( x =221)% item 2: 1 visit the library twic e a week ( v =2.01): item
4: T visit the library once a month ( x=1.63): item 5: I visit the library once a semester (
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