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Abstract

Education is one i . ‘
confidence nece:r?iftffet::I ;;i:;:;(::r:f; lflrlneiam szmPOWEHngpe()p[e Witk heknowibdeg kil md
for everyone, it is more significant for 'J:I " ar;y evelopmental process. Though education is important
means. to redizoe Or girls and women as it is an entry point to other opportunities and a
; poverty. Education of the female folk helps in the educati h ] '
irrespective of sex, whichis a vital toof i folk helps in the education of the entire society
#idhé piant strfde’s s res ol inpoverty eradication. With edf:cc‘zt:on, girlsand women are able to
business Politic;s' informati /% e Recessary Jc oF poversy al[evzatlxor.z Su.Ch o, ger zculture.. Rt
evervih 5, ) on acquisition .an.d ‘dtssemmq{:on, socialization, religious affairs, and
rything necessary for the wellbeing of an individual and his/her community. This paper focuses on the
Jact that while measures taken by successive governments such as NAPEP, SURE-P, Micro- Finance
Bankshave not yielded the desired result as far as poverty eradication is concerned, the very simple
commitment the society needs in this direction is mass education of the female folk using technological
tools such as mobile phones, computer, the internet, multimedia and hypermedia.The paper highlights
areas such as development of business avenues, character training, mass education, enlightenment, good
health, among others, which are needed in order to reduce or even wipe out poverty. Recommendations
offered include, making quality education accessible to girls and women in every nook and corner of the
country, utilizing'the use of technological tools in the business of education, sensitizing parents on the role
of female education, establishing more female schools, providing enabling environment necessary for
utilizing technological tools in education and employing more female teachers in schools and to serve in
key positions in the society.

Introduction .

Education is a form of learning in which the knowledge, skills, and habits of a group of people are
transferred from one generation to the next through teaching, training or, and research (Swift, 2006). Berg
(2012) sees education as a process of imparting or gaining knowledge, judgement and a level of
intellectual maturity. He went further that the importance of education lays in future job prospects,
qualitative and creativity. An educated person is one that perceives accurately, thinks clearly, and acts

effectively on selfand others in selected goals.

Education is a basic human right and has been recognized as such since the 1948 adoption of the universal
declaration on human rights and the United Nations convention on the rights of the child. Quality
education is fundamental to the development of knowledge in all nations and spheres. Theonunekwu
(2003), states that Education remains the only key that unlocks development and that the quality of
education an individual receives determines his/her usefulness to him/her and the society. Education is a
weapon for eradicating unemployment and ignorance. Education does not only benefit the person
learning, but also the community in which he/she lives. It contributes to theeconomic stability of any
country by increasing the income of the poor, as well as promotes civil and international peace. Nyirenda
(2013) opines that it through education that individuals realise their potential to contribute to production,
wealth creation, and execution of various roles that make for national development. It is also through
education that they are able to benefit from the distribution of wealth in the economy, have a political
voice and access social goods and services to enhance their living standards.

Female education implies the provision of education and its facilities to both girls and women, regardless
of religion, culture, geographical or sogm-cultuml backgrounds. In fact, education helps women to excel
along the aforementioned areas. Historically, female education was not given serious consideration due to
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‘he adage that “women education ends in kitch
and other domestic affairs, Nevertheless, eve
affairs, they need education to enable th
transforms, and allows them to break th
redundantly. Women deserves educat
that would enable them to carter for th

en”. Women were to stay at home to look after the children
n if women are to stay at home to take charge of domestic
€m cxecute these affairs properly. Education empowers,
ak the traditional cycle of exclusion that keeps them at home
1on more than any other specie; an appreciable level of education

: ' emselves, their families and for societal development. This paper is
not a campaign for the education of the female folk for “what a man can do a woman can do it better”

adage, but for female education that would free women from the shackles of poverty and economic
dependence as well as enable them to bring-up God- fearing and self-reliant generations. Women are
supposed to be at the priority list of any educational plan at every level. Levinson (1986) observes thgt tf.ue
rapid socio-economic development of a nation depends on the calibre of women and their education in
that country. Education bestows on women a disposition for a lifelong education, values, attitudes,
competence and skills. Khoo (2010) opines that with the education, if women have the chance to \fvprk and
carn full salary as men, their families would flourish; and when families ﬂourish, communities and
nations do as well. However, it is sad that due to ignorance many women are still denied access to
education. This happens in many places of the world. For instance, in Nigeria, women .constntutc gbgut
half of the total population and majority of them are in rural areas, wherg cfiucathn is not abpnpnty.
Poverty in Nigeria, according to Aregbesola (2013), has peculiar ch;}ractenstlcs. u_nInl_«:: what o tftmst ]111;
other climates. In Nigeria she opines, there is what can aptly be described as fcm.misatlo_n of pc()i\_lgog. e
poverty in Nigeria has more than 70% of the women Iiving bclowl poverty hnc."ll'}us Condldiscascs
predisposed women to economic hardship, social marginalisation, untimely death, violence an
among others. ' i
akistan only less than one-third of the women are literate while in Nepal women who can reac.l rpakc ulz
}Esl: one quarte:)'( of the populatiori (Scully, 2006). Herz and Sperling (2004) add that o'fthe; 0S4 E“I::%'}:i’z:i
of-school children, ages 6-11, 60 million are girls. The situation is panlqularly acute in sub- :d ar . thré
South Asia, and the Middle East where the majority of out-of-school children are concentrated an .
completion of even a basic education by girls' lags behind that ofboys. The World _[)?vclqp;nf}?lton gc:gt =
equality and development (2012) drew attentionto the fac.t thatthere are st111.3 1 million gir scd a afrg oht %
school globally.Denial of the right to education, according to Tomasevlslq -(2095) report ; in lg :
Education Project (2008), lead to exclusion from labour market and marginalization of the in olr;ma sector
or unpaid work. This perpetuates and increases worqgn's povcrty. Kcyane (2004) cormncnt'st a;:‘ women
continue to face unequal educational opportunities, less inheritance a.nd ownership o assets,
discrimination in employment and occupations, v1plencc at hqme ansl in public p}aces. TheSf: condmor.ls
result in discriminating welfare and reduced capacity to fulfil life aspirations, which summarily results in
poverty.

Poverty according to Nwankwo (2011) is relatively based on age, place, and time. For instance, a person
described as rich in terms of his material resources may at another.age, place, or time be dc?scnbed as an
extremely poor person. For instance, a man regarded as being rich in a village may be considered poor in
an urban city. Poverty is also multidimensional and has complex causes. Not only does the poor have little
money, few possessions, theyare also often deprived of basic needs such as food, education, health and
social services. They also lack access to a source of income earning opportunities, and to political
visibility and influence, which reinforces their social and economic vulnerability. Franco (2012) observes
that when “poverty consumes you, it takes you to some of the darkest places in your mind; it affects your
health and wellbeing and the world around you seems so dark and you feel as though there is no lightat the
end of the tunnel”. Poverty has not only compromised the lives of countless number of children but also
jeopardised the future of the very societies they live in. According to the UNDP (2013), six of the ten

world's poorest people are women who work tirelessly for their families. The most outstanding causes of
poverty, especially in developing nations are unequal share of income and illiteracy.

Nwankwo (2011) emphasized that some causes of poverty in developing nations include thé problem of
Income distribution resulting from inequality of income because some individuals earn very high income
!ay virtue of their high educational and professional attainment and specializations, the size of their
inheritance and talents while others earn lower or none at all, According to Sanusi(2013), Nigeria's
immense wealthis a contradiction of the poverty level, because the country has no business in being one of
the poorest countries. He added that Nigeria was one of the 80 richest countries in the 70s but now one of
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3,0;] ;; B i s gof : fgggﬁ& the mtc;national markets, few economic opportuer?i.tiest, ;;z;{;tn ;):ci
ooy, iy i educat;gorOWt , low productivity, and sub-optimal human capital. He
L ncould lead to poverty adding that households where the head had
an where the head had a secondary education.Globally however, most people

classified as poor are illiterate i Th nly w
S becausc cducatlon isaw rvi y
. : . eapon for su l.
poverty1s tluough a 'great educatlon' andin particular, the female CdUC;:;?)H erCfore’ - ly S

Female Education and Poverty Alleviation

Goin th ‘
adultf:ﬁ?%?;?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁ 101 aﬁﬁl 18" Se;?tembcr, 2013,Nigeria still has about 45 million lliterate
TN A e il dOOTh(; dren. I.t is therefore glagng that a large population of Nigerians,
as NAPEP, SURE-P) put E; ed. This makes it difficult to eradicate poverty despite the measures (such

of : d put in place by b(_)th_ governments and the external bodies. Female education can
pertorm wonders as far as poverty alleviation or even eradication is concerned. To educate women is the
surest way of re_ducmg world's poverty because an uneducated woman would transfer to her children the
same dopmed llfg.According to President Obama of United States of America in Koppell (2013), if a
country 1s educ‘:an_ng her girls, if women have equal rights that country is going to move forward. Kane
(2013) also opines that if developing countries improve their economies but maintain current rates of
population growth, the consequence for increased environmental degradation will be enormous. Since
women usually manage food, water, fuel, intensive agriculture and birth spacing, a woman with at least
six years of education will be a critical factor in population control, farm production, livelihood diversity,
resource conservation and use of effective technologies. Another benefit, according to Kane (2013) is
good governance. Girl's education leads to a greater political participation of women, and research shows
that governments are less corrupt when women are more active in politics or the labour force. '

An educated woman is well-mannered. She can offer support to her spouse by sharing both formal and
domestic duties ‘with him. Instances like the payment of children's school fees, payment for
accommodation, assistance in the area of feeding and medical bills of the husband, herself, and the
children can be borne by her, particularly if the husband is late or is the irresponsible type. The overall
development of the home and the entire community depend on the joint efforts of, not only the man but

also the woman.

MacArthur Foundation (2013) finds that 65 low and middle-income countries loose approximately 92
billion pounds per year by failing to educate girls to the same standard as boys and conclude that education
for girls is a vital tool in the battle against poverty. UNICEF (}991) also ﬁr_lds Fhat there can be no
significant or sustainable transformation in societies anq no significant reduction in poverty until girls
receive the quality basic education they need to take their rightful places as partners in development. It
considers lack of education as a major cause of poverty and vice-versa. Girl's education can bring out
enormous economic benefits, including increased family incomes; greater workforce participation; a
larger better-prepared workforce, greater participation of ‘women, and their unique contributions in
development as well as greater participation of women in political and economic decisions. With
education, women can engage in income generation activities in order to reduce poverty. Business
transactions at small, medium and large scales are better done if one is educated. Nyerere (2001) observes
that education is the social institution that reaches the largest segment of the population with the goal of
guiding it through systematic learning process. Instances such as obtaining vital information to boost
business and other means of survival could be obtained from technologies such as radio, internet,
television etc. Though most parents cannot afford internet-enabled computers for their female children, a
large number of them own mobile phones with intemet facilities. This technological tool is vital and
should be exploited by the teacher to ensure increased access to multimedia and hypermedia application
for e-learning among students. The benefit of using multimedia and hypermedia applications in learning
enhances functional education delivery among which according to Borsook and Higginbotham (1992)
offers the students greater control over the instructional environment. It also provides a level playing field
among students to vary their cognitive abilities as well as collaborative learning.Aside of using Mobile
phone in efiucatlon itis aqcording to Tafida (2011) a poverty alleviation tool whose use is maximized and
perfect_ed if the user attains some levels of formal education. Ogakwu (2012) also opines that female
education creates intergenerational education which is a significant variable affecting children
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cducat@ona‘l attaiqmcnt and opportunities. In most cases, a mother with even a few years of formal
education is considerably more likely to send her children to school, since she has benefitted from it
herself. It has been observed that the human's potential future brain development and wiring called
synapses for. intelligence, sense of self-trust and motivation for learning is developed during childhood
years in which the mother plays a crucial role in modelling. It is obvious that without an intelligent
'mpthcnng’ or educated mother, the result can be lower intelligent quoficient (IQ), poor mathematical
skills, health and even behavioural problems for the child.Many illiterate or under-educated parents;
particularly, women are less likely tosee to it that their children get the education they need. This

contributes to factors that help perpetuate the cycle of poverty such as child labour, low wages, and job
insecurity.

Wlth female education, the adage that “health is wealth” works perfectly for it allows infants to begin life
in good health, to be nurtured in a caring environment that enhances the physical, emotional and
intellectual capacities that they must have to learn and grow. Ogakwu (2012) opines that educated females
are more likely to seek medical care and ensure that their children are immunized and have the knowledge
of the nutritional requirements of their children. This helps to lower infant and child mortality rates as well
as give them the peace of mind to concentrate on their means of livelihood. Britain and Elliot opine that
every year, almost twelve million children under the age of five needlessly die of infectious diseases
associated with poverty. However, each additional year spent by their mother'sin primary schools lowers
the risk of premature child deaths by about 8%. For instance, in Pakistan, an extra year of school for 1000
girls was said to prevent 60 infant deaths. Furthermore, at pregnancy, educated women are aware of the
necessary pre and postnatal cares which make them healthy before and after delivery. With education girls
will learn about their sexual health, their rights and receive an education relevant to their growing needs as
adolescent girls. They can protect themselves against the HIV/AIDS scourge and even help in reducing its
spread among members of the society. This helps to increase women's labour force, participation rates in
agricultural and environmental practices and earnings resulting in higher Gross National Product. In
Nigeria, and indeed Africa, women are the backbone of Agriculture which is the mainstay of the
economies. They are also the centre of family life and custodians of cultural and fundamental values of the
society. With women as farmers in Africa, education offers a chance to develop more efficient farming
practices, improve output and raise awareness of the ecological needs of the land. Moreover, interaction of
school education with the economic activities of a community is facilitated if women are educated. For
instance, in a carpet weaving, cloth weaving, blacksmithing communities, school lessons could cover
various aspects of these activities.In this way, school education would help them to improve the traditional
trades of the community, alongside other curricular contents. It would also ensure their future
employment possibilities and contribute to the economic wellbeing of the whole community and by

extension, the whole country. Wealth creation is an essential aspect of education programmes intended to
contribute to poverty eradication. ;

Moreover, it's qn_ly education that can equip girls with the confidence to make the most of their abilities:
cultivate the ability to use language properly and convincingly;know their rights and have the confidence
to claim it; provide forum for changing attitudes about violence while promoting equality; and help

y9111nger women on a path to economic empowerment to better protect themselves from gender-based
violence.

Conclusion

For women to achieve economic empowerment which is cons iati
L ‘ ' equent to poverty alleviation, a
informal and formal education and the foundation of even the formal educationyis establisht::d gf Illltc?rr?i

Lﬁgfh ﬂ;;gxat th.e rgnziher providest:ﬁn edl?i?g;ed wgma.n provides proper atmosphere for study at home to
earning experiences of her children. Educational i
knowledge and skills and the inclusion of e-leamning and mObit;Ienpowerment e g0 BT

: o learning enables anyw i
learning by female learners. This will enable them to iobsi 5 ¢s anywhere and anytime
: et take up jobs in an anisati -
hc.r children to school to facilitate the realisation of the objectives of I}n?\igmafgz?ct%gam f‘ o sc_nd
pnvat_g schools and serve as school proprieties so as to encourage the educati tl‘1 iy C‘Stathh
contribute meaningfully to the country's economic developmen on of more girls and

tand consequently, poverty eradication.
Recommendations

In view of the importance attached eg
to female educati i i iati
b ation, espegially in alleviating poverty, the following
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Enrolment and improvement of retenti i
: 1on rates of girls should be impro i
tes S ved by allocat
;:grl?é;?it:mbﬁget:ry ]rlc_:sourccs and. by enlisting the support of cnmrrr’mnitics );nd pa‘r‘cl:tﬁ
fP gns, rallies nnfj flexible school schedules, incentives scholarships, access
programmes o:l'out-of-school girls and other measures, ‘ T
Education is a right for every child irrespective of sex, government at all level should ensure that

2.
every child is educated. Promoting the educati
T . uca i
oilitated by the government. g tion of women, cven after marriage should be

3, The educatio icati i
The educe rtlalhsxstem should b.c geared towards eradicating poverty by giving special

) 0 t 101;] o theissue of poverty in the planning of educational services.

L omen teachers sh_ould be employed to serve as role model for girls and increase parents'
conﬁde_nce in girl child education. -

5 More girl schools should be established in rural communities.

6. There should be provision of enabling environment necessary for utilizing technological tools
such as mobile, computer, etc., in the business of education.

T Schqols should not.be alienated from the needs of the local communities. Girls who have not
acquired the education should be encouraged to serve in their communities and contribute to its
progress.

8. The quality of educational delivery to enhance girls' participation and improve learning
outcprpes, retention, and achievement by providing in-service training for teachers,

_ administrators and inspectors and by evaluating the curriculum for gender sensitivity should be
improved.

9. A supportive environment that helps girls to enrol in school and stay to complete their education
to an appreciable level should be provided.
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