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pstract : ; , .
?hls study assessed preservation and use of information resources in two polytechnic

ibraries in Niger State, Nigeria. Which are. Federal Polytechnic, Bida, Library and Niger
Siate Polytechnic, Zungeru, Library. Questionnaire was used to collect data from forty-
eight (48) professional and para-professional staff from the two polytechnic libraries.
The data collected were analysed using mean scores and standard deviation. Findings
ofthe study revealed that Natural disasters, biological and environmental factors were
rsponsible for deterioration of information resources and photocopying, re-binding
and fumigation techniques were adopted for preservation of information resources apd
e challenges faced by polytechnic libraries included lack of plans for managing
records and lack of preservation policy and strategy. Based on the findings,the SfUdj;
ecommended that Management of polytechnic libraries in Niger State should carry ou
Weservation exercise from time to time such as fumigation of the enfire library building
M should also employ the services of preservation consultants to train their staff on

Meservation operations.

‘eywords: Information Resources, Polytechnic Libraries, preservation, Usé, Niger
State, Nigeria

IntroduCt.

g 0N , the library

USersn;c?Ptohn résources are all the library materials foundinthe |Ibraf&|’1t?2%elr;§ describ

Mormati € Purpose of satisfying their information needs. Udoudo mation of diverse

ey N resources as the summation of all carriers 9 infor te of

"rsan; *ds which the |j i ienteles. D )

| . ibrary provides for her clientel€s: = erspect!

Seterimggi’ declining, weaker:}/ng and depreciating of something. 11 '-B:x F;nformatlon

Sogre oM Can b b fficacy Of I ses of
e define as a state in which the € cau

iy S5 IS e jated. TN€ "' agins

I0n of |j : library
Ibrary information resources are asold as he
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_ ed. Madu and A
| diately as paper was invented and the writing Srfjarctompilatloﬂ s decaying 5
(;Té?;i?je a(§0y13) Fc))p?ned that the whole lot Of reiiowi” continue to decay tomorrg
! i ise
' s gone by and ||ke_w ion resources to decay are hu
?ﬁ:s:}gtrhgitdchgtsg? cdoar:/ditgi)ons that make |nf0rmagleor?o:ation 's being caused by
environment'al biological and chemical factors. Deouped il e precariousn
enemies of infc;rmation resources and thislcar:it;eb I?a FS
the Materials/inside variables and external va

ed in
t the
W, At
Man,
SOme
€SS of

Preservation

Ogunniyi & Adejubee (2014) defined ;)reig;vqi:fr: tyasprteh:e
controlling risk to the intellectual and phys_lcal hgrltageagon resources in the
techniques are Methods used for preservation of inform textbooks, serial publi
Techniques used in preserving print resources such aIS_ 2 incllude: Cleaet
government documents and reference materials in librar

dusting,

Photocopying, re-binding, lamination, fumigation, shelving to allow
flow and ajr conditioning

while techniques used for preseryatlpn of n
like electronic and audio-visual resources include_: digitization
flash disc, microfilming, air conditioning, Cleaning
Cabinets, boxes 3 i

S from
art of
Nvation
braries,
Cations,
INg and
free air

Statementofthe Problem
Polytechnic library is 3 |,

i Mation
development of Citizenry at tertiary level With | €Sourceg
academic achievement of lecturers and

has become a Pressing issye and o
realise the need to Preserve th
just like those in Other pa

epository' of j

for the educational
ents in ¢ ant contributions to the
. racJary institutions, ervation
Interest fo, librari Y institutions Pres

e worlg' 1aNs all over the world as they

S i : - - -
1S of the coy ories. Polyt C libraries in Niger State
information needs of their user ¢ IShed

AN rimarily to meet the
' ' mmunltlest roug Collectj s 5
information resources tg SUpport teachin

For these resources tq Serve th

'0n and preservation of
€ Purpose f esﬁ,a":h ond dissemination of knowledge.
preserved in such a Way that thejr life spapn ; ICh they, are ¢
academic communj

- Ollected, they need to be
ties, Unfortunately, som Prolon Cdsoastg s

Ustain their use by the
fMation r€sourceg available in the two
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re deteriorated due to several factors angd

this :
i i can hin
anic hbrarltffmem when they arelpees]eshzx/'_l|tr)]::ary patrons and likely todrgjthe
ngteeCrm acCestShese library resou rces. 1tIS Ight of the above that, this Studyci
09 ., 5pa

life

¢ t
f_;med ” study

e
jves © dy are to:

octiVE>  cthe study @ _ . : .

?r:,ejobjedt'fssthe types of information resources available in polytechnic fipraries in
ident

J Nigerstatt:é causes of deterioration or damages done to information resources
0

G hnic libraries in Niger State. _ :
. powtecm the techniques adopted for preservation of information resources in
3 aZT;technic libraries in Niger State;

s termine the type of information resources mostly used in polytechnic libraries
e

- Niger State; : - ; :
l; ?el?r?\rlr?e the challenges of effective preservation of information resource in
e

po|ytechnic libraries in Niger State.

uestions ; :
?::i?urg:) v(vzould provide answers to the following research questions:
|

{ Whattypes of information resources are available in polytechnic libraries in Niger

~ State? ;

) What are the causes of deterioration or damages done to information resources

Cin polytechnic libraries in Niger State?

5 What are the techniques adopted for preservation of information resources in
polytechnic libraries in Niger State? o

& What type of information resources mostly used in polytechnic libraries in Niger
State?

.. What are the challenges of effective preservation of information resources in
polytechnic libraries in Niger State?

éiterature Review
storley,t]&hmc libraries refer to those libraries established in polytech_nics to support and
oyen the acadernic programmes of such institutions of learning as it c‘ontnbutesI
orizs total d_eveIOPment of its user's community by broadening their mtellectus
OWevnesr ad inculcating in them a lasting desire to study and carry out researce :
™ Iiérall these could be possible if the relevant information resources are Pfeserr\‘i’ze
sy anry_ The main functions of the polytechnic library is to_acqwre(,j ohr%;OlZS
e v OISS€Minate information. Olanlokun and Salisu cited in Udoudo

i 3 -printed
m”“ats, Ormation resources into two distinct groups, the printed and non-print

Iy
Mt
200N 1

Maty, . CSOUrcae:
W Btwh ces:

e printed
ic
" gaZlneS @nbe yg

Printed and non printed. Printed are informatio;\ igktshjournalsl
ed for study, research, reading, etc. they are textbooKs,

Uy~ Ne ernment
Me Spa : : S, QOVREEE
Rpe, NS Pers, re monograpin>,

» reference materials, treaties, ination question

Ders » COnf
8 €re ; :
k. C€ papers, manuscripts, pamphlets, past exa " hich are ot in

wi These are carriers of information h
/
B £

A a0
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dvanced technology which pe  SPeciy
brinted format. They are pg‘;ﬁﬁﬁfiie?yf tahey are called egiétttér%r;lg t?]r;?n au O-Visy
e fo_r rfhewulijrsea%%th senses of auditory and-gltfl: in the library, E CtrOmC:
;‘isé)suercaerse \::V:rlrfpu;ee? based information resources_a\/_?)lurnals electronic te S et s
electronic resources are electronic books, electronic j Compaét disk read-only mem ‘
€xamples of carriers of information are Corm)uctj('ac:'S’These are informatio %
(CD-ROMs), digital video disc (DVDS) etc. Audio:

: ' - Examples of sych
Which require only senses of auditory for their use. Examp
resour

information
C€S are sound recordings audio-tapes, phono-discs, audio cassettes etc, Visug|:
These are information resources which require only

Examples of suc

senses of visual for their yse
h information resources are microfilms, microfiche, ultra
card, filmstrip,

ﬁChe, miCFO:
transparencies, slides, VCD and DVD etc, Audio-visua|
Information res

+ These are
ources which require both senses of auditory and visual fo
Examples of such i

I their use,
nformation resources are tape/slide Programmes, VIdeotapes, sound
ﬂlms, video Cassettes and video discs etc.

Ogunniyi ang Adejubee (2014)investigated the strategi
ibrary Materials j

N selected co||
discovered that th

Projects, vandalis
none of the librar;

Adekannbi ang Wahab (2015)

Investigated COmparative analysis of the preservation
and Conservation techniques of selected

Special and academic libraries in Nigeria. The
study found Out that the Causes of deterioration i

ON In both specia| and academic libraries
were dust, wear and tear, €Xcessive photocopying,
use of Material, ‘

: Pests and Excessive light, frequent
_ >M and biologjca) agents. The results showed among others
that both_ SPecial academic libraries adopted Cleaning ang dusting, shelving to allow free
igration o preserye (o fe-audiﬂcation, technology Preservation, refreshing and
migrati réserve their in Ormation r€Sources, T e findi inadequate
funding, lack of Necessary facilitias ndings reveale inad g

; » INadequate manpower, In adequate staff training
and users and SeCurity, autonomy anq administrative lags, power etc(]: Techniques have
to do with some Measures adopted py libraries to, Protect :

s from

Materials or collection €ing harmeq d €ct or prevent the entire library
techniques used f,

some of the I3 amaged or eteriotEd. The fO"OWing 'al'e
- s " Preservation Information resources in libraries:
Cleaning and dusting of Informat

inati igati i I8s, phOtOCODvin r€-binding, microfilming,
=IMipen, Hlaaton, *nehing o iy "ree air oy, aircc?dditioning E?r'wd digitization.
Olatokun (2008) carrieg OUtasurvey 4

and conservation of libra

he Varioys t i
2 ec
€rials in Sele i hnlques
revealed that Preservation a

used in the preservg.trilfg;
UNiversity libraries in Nigeria. Findi

university libraries, Ot effect, Onservatiop, techniques, though adopted in the
polices. The styq 3150 reveglen Vel in e Although the libraries all had preservation
most commonly yseq te Nique, T at cleamng and dusting of library materials was the
of deterioration, the Ost pro. € Study €stablisheq indeed incidences
scratching of g g’ital materialDromlnent ej Cominerf are mc‘]jeeracking and
adopt and use SOme digita) sr'eF € resyt Owed that thogug?\rsnoamne o? the librariés
S€rvation echniques, they are Still not effectively used-
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nadequate funding was the most severe inhibitor to

ings revealed that |
rvation activities in the university libraries

r ﬂnd ng _
Oftfef:tive preservatlon and conse
e

dem and Nkamnebe (2014) assessed the use of library resources and
n

Nkamnebb& tudents of Paul Uni ity, A :
erVices stu Jniversity, | wka in Anambra State, Nigeri
?ou A t the lgvels of use pf library and information resources. The'rg.ﬁé'i?{ lhe i
hat s udents falr!y use the _hbran for their studies. Observation shows that t%e reijvealed
iprary MOt during examination periods. It also revealed that resources Zuri: t?le
Ay students. Furthermore, the study revealed thatr;hz

available are fairly @ |
were satisfied with the services and facilities given by the library. Problem

client . - i

it : 'agamst effective use of the University Library by the students were i i

P solutions were proffered. It was recommended among others that trheldl'?:;:?%?‘
e Library should to be inculcated into students through avenues such as

using the & . -
organising library §how, Ilprary_orlentation, library exhibition, and inclusion of use of
rse in the University's curriculum so as to attract students to the library

jiprary @s acou
ran (2013) studied the usage of electronic resources b
B : y undergraduates at the
mer's UnIVG‘:I’SIty library, Mowe. The objective of the study was to examine the
f electroniC resources by undergraduate study of Redeemers University. The
findings of the study r_evealed that the use of electronic resources has tremendous
impact on the academic performances of the undergraduate students of Redeemer’s

University; however, there is need for them to acquire more skills in the use of electronic

resources.

Adeni
Redee
usage o

andwich diploma students

kwadzo (20 14) studied access to
in the University of Ghana. The objective of the study was to determine the library use
of.sandwichvdiploma students of the College of Agriculture and Consumer Sciences,
University of Ghana, Legon. The findings of the study revealed that majority of the

students used campus library facilities when on campus. Majority also used the college
on campus. The main reason for using the library was

library more than any other library
dy. This was followed by the use of the internet. The findings

to find a quiet place to stu
further revealed that the students did not receive any library orientation or user
ry. With regard

education. As a result majority of students found it difficult using the libra

toimproving services they received, they stated provision of more computers, provision
of user education, acquisition of more current books, and extension of opening hoursin
the evening of the libraries during the inter-semester breaks when the sandwich

programme is in S€SSIoN.
nd Conservation Issues in

discovered that the
nsive preservation
he infrastructural

Njeze (2012) carried out a research on Preservation 2

Selected Private Universities in South-West Nigeria. It was
d were lack of comprehe

;gﬂgenges,fadng all Universities studie
deve}I' trained manpower and funding, which also affects t
opment of the libraries and their preservation policy.

eservation and cO

Sh
ameenda (2011) investigated pr
ersity of Zambia Library and | ’
ich included managerial and

techni
StSEC'ﬁ_UeS_and practices in the Univ
ighlighted preservation and conservation issues which |
mmodation,

ﬂnan i &
cial considerations including storagé and acco

‘___—_\/1\?9—;,//’
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' ibrary materials and the
grlmr;gtgfm r;/ccess t_o them, The
sity of Zambia Ilbra_rues were
s, they did not prov[de a well-
p’reservation was given least
d in varying degrees in _the
n and conservation planning,

Journal

techniques and practices in preserving and cons€
information contained in them in order to ensure :
research findings revealed that although the Unive
involved in the long-term preservation of library materia
planned preservation and conservation care because
priority and conservation programmes were address_e
libraries. The study further identified lack of prgservatuo o management on funding
policies and weak commitment from the University of Zamb! ogrammes and limited
of libraries at the University of Zambia. Also in?dequate pl'brarians ot e
preservation and conservation education and training among 'f lbrary matesials In the
forms of obstacles to effective preservation and conservation 0 g eatia
) university libraries. Also revealed was the lack of awareness con

| preservation measures, poor handling and use of library materials.

"‘ Ogbodo (2011) examined the preservation of information sources til? poly;leecnllng;
libraries in South Eastern States of Nigeria. The study fou_nd out t_hat € DLO P

\ preservation of information sources in the polytechnic libraries are dus Ian

Jl disintegration of books and that the library did not adopt the use of modern technology.

The results showed among others that there were problems of preservation of
information sources in polytechnic libraries in Nigeria. It was r(-.jpor’ced th_at .the
polytechnic libraries adopted repairs, the use of firefighting equipment, binding,

b fumigation, air conditioning, proper storage, photocopying/duplication, use of
; insecticides and the storage of book away from light to preserve their information
." source. The findings revealed inadequate funding, harsh environmental condition, lack
l

of good preservation policy and lack of competent manpower as constraints to use of
preservation and conservation techniques.

i Methodology
Descriptive survey research method was ado
study ought to sought opinions of the res
1 preservation and use of information resourc

Agbo and Asogwa (cited in Abubakar, 2013)

which a group of people or items are studied by collecting and analysing data from only

a few people or items considered to be répresentation of the entire roup. A t

3 : _ . A total of
forty-eight (48) professional and para-professional staff in the two polstecrfnic libraries
were the respondents in the study. Questi i i

pted for this study. This is because the
pondents as a measure for assessing
es in polytechnic libraries in Niger State.
asserted that a survey method is one in
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Results and Discussion

1able 1: Type of information resources available in pol

Ytechnic libraries

) Polytechnics
S/ Information Resources Libraries
' N FPBL  NspzL
‘ 1. Dictionaries J
2. Encyclopedias N J
3. Gazettes J
4. Almanacs ) J
5. Indexes and Abstracts V X
6. Directories 1 X
7. Newspapers v N/
8. Projects and theses V N
9. Journals v N
10 Textbooks v v
L1 Electronic Resources V Vv
12 Audio - Visual Materials X X
Total 10 9

Keyl: +=Available x = NotAvailable
Key 2:FPBL=Federal Polytechnic Bida, Library; NSPZL=Niger State Polytechnic
Zungeru, Library

Table 1 shows that the following resources were available in the two polyteqhnic
libraries. These include: Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, Almanacs, Newspapers, Projects
and theses, Journals, Textbooks and Electronic resources. Indexes, Abstracts{ and
Directories were available in FPBL, but not available in NSPZL. Gazettes were avqulable
in NSPZL, but not available in FPBL. Audio-Visual materials were not available in the

two polytechnic libraries.

Table 2: Causes of Deterioration or Damages Done to Information Resources

X S.D
S/N Statements .
1. Rough handling of materials by library staff gg; égg
2. Mutilation of materials by library users ; 2.94 0:94
3. Environmental factors such as temperature an .
high humidity : i
4 Biglogical factors  such as insects, moulds, 2.87
rodents, bacterials and fung_u : o B
5. Chemical factors such as acidity of paperk s 3.74 5
6. Natural disasters such as flood, earthquake
fee 2.83 0.93
7. Improper organization ~ and frequent use of
_____materials
Key: Mean ()= Standard deviation = (S.D)
e —(129)
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listed were agree SPo
r?;Sthat: rough handling of materia|g byents-

: with( X =2.99. A Stafy
With (% =2.84; S.D=1.00), mutilation of matena;sn gv ;Jisgel: Shumiéity wita' ?-2\\0.99),
environmental factors such as temperature =29

i oulds, rodents, bacterias and
S.D=0.94), biological factors such asmsects,n;1 I, ity OF paper with (3

Table 2indicated that all the seven s;tatemea
None was disagreed to. Table 1 also reve

NG wity

(% =2.87; S.D=0.92), chemical factors Sut ihguake and fire with (3 =275,
5.0=0.94), natural disasters such 25 00 BFE Ot with (3 or S
S.D=0.95) and improper organization and frequen ¥ =2 83.

S.D=0.93). Consequently, all the mean scores Were accepted as they are 3| Qreat
than 2.50 criteria standard of assenting of mean.

'
er

Table 3: Techniques Adopted for Preservation of Information Resourceg

= o
S/N Statements Y S
1. Photocopying of printed documents 3.32 0.74
2. Re - binding of books and periodicals - 39 0.96
3. Microfilming of periodicals 3.07 0.89
4.  Fumigation of the library building 2.84 0.99
5. Lamination of charts and related documents 2.84 0.98
6. Air Conditioning of all spaces 3.09 0.90
7. Cleaning and dusting of the books and 334 0.92
computers
8. Digitization of old publications of staff, storage of 3.02 0.92

e- materials such as CDs, DVDs in containers or
cabinets and use of hard disc or flash disc to
store e-books and e-journals
9. Proper storage of audio-visual materials such as 2:12 0.82
pictures, charts, slides, transparencies, guides,
audio and video tapes in boxes, cabinets and
vertical files ’

Key: Mean= (%) Standard deviation = (S.D)
Table 3 reveals that majority of the respondents agreed with eight out of niné
statements listed. These include: photocopying of printed documents with (& =332
5.D=0.74), re - binding of books and periodicals with (% =3.09 ; S.D=0.96), microfilming
of periodicals with (x=3.07; S.D=0.89), fumigation of the library building with (£=284
5.0=0.99), lamination of charts and related documents with (£=2.84; 5.D=0.98); 5
conditioning of all spaces with (z =3.09; 5.0=0.90), cleaning and dusti’ng of the books
computers and televisions with (%= 3.32; 5.D=0.92), digitization of old publication® o;
staff, storage of e- materials such as CD-ROMs, DVDs in containers, cainets and Use
hard di§c or flash disc to store e-books and e-journals with ("E =3.02; 5-9‘0'9?)
resi’feCt'Ve‘Y- Hence, all the mean scores were accepted as they are above 2.50 Cfiteng
:::n :_r assenting of mean. The table also showed that respondents disagreed Wi° ch
5 i:;g\g One statemgnt which state that Proper storage of audio-visual materia/® Sl:gs :
Pictures, charts, slides, transparencies, guides, audio and video tapes i

cabinets and vertical files with ®=2.12; S.D=0.82) which is below: 250

ritt’:"’ion
standard.
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able 4: Type of Info rmation Resources Mostly Used
tements
T x SD

T

Tnformation resources such as books are mostly borrowed atthe 307 &
circulation desk of the library . 96

Information resources such as books are mostly consulted in the 2.72 0.97

library
on resources such as reference materials are mostly 2.74 0.99

Informati
consulted in the library

Information resources such as electronic resources are mostly 2.47 0.96

4.
used in the library
5, Information resources such as newspapers, journals and 2.43 1.07
re mostly consulted in the library '

magazines a

Key: Mean = (% ) Standard deviation = (S.D)
Table 4 is @ reflection on the levels of use of information resources in polytechnic

libraries in Niger State. Majority of the respondents indicated that books with (=3.07;
5, p=0.96) were mostly borrowed at the circulation desk of the library at a high levelt
Books were mostly consulted in the library with (x =2.72; S.D=0.97) and reference
materials were mostly consulted in the library with (£=2.74; S.0=0.99) at a high level
respectively. Consequently, all the mean Scores were accepted as they were above 2.50
criteria set for assenting of mean. On the other hand, respondents indicated that
electronic resources with (¥=2.47; S.D=0.96) and newspapers, journal and magazines
with (i=2.43; S.D=1.07) were consulted in the library at a low level as they are less
than 2.50 criteria set standard.

Challenges of Effective Preservation of Information Resources

Table5:

5/ Statements % S.D

N

1. Lack of competent manpower in preservation 2.50 1.06

2. Lack of plans for managing records 2.87 1.04

3. Inadequate funds to execute preservation programme 2.84 0.99

4. Lack of institution to train library personnel on preservation 2.84 1.00

practices

5. Lack of preservation policy and strategy 2.84 1.02

6. Indifference of the management towards preservation 2.84 0.96
d other factors 2.72 1.12

7. Harsh environmental conditions an
Key: Mean = (x)Standard deviation = (5.D)

Table 5 reveals that all the seven statements were agreed to by the respondents. Lack of
competent manpower in preservation with (£=2.50; 5.p=1.06), lack of plans for
managing records with (x=2.87; S.D= 1.04), inadequate funds to execute preservation
programme with (% =2.84; 5.D0=0.99), lack of institution to train library personnel on
preservation practices with ( =2.84; 5.D= 1.00), lack of preservation policy and strategy

with (x =2.84; 5.D=1.02), indifference of the management towards preservation with (%
=2.84; 5.0=0.96) and harsh environmental conditions and other factors with (x=2.72;
$D=1.12). Consequently, all the mean SCOres were accepted as they aré above 2.50

c H .
riteria standard for acceptance of mean.

o —130

Generated by CamScanner



t (JIRM) Vol. 5 No: 2, Novemp
RC‘EOUr(E Mdn‘)gemf’ﬂ J Der, 2075
on

Journal of Informall L]

[ i , e not available in po |

Discussion . visual materials WET B rermlsinthety Ytechn;c

The findings reveals that audio-Vk bilty of audio-Visu3 m 0 librarg,
non availa terials are much more compi

libraries in Niger State. The ey ma : _ €X an
could be dug to the fact that a‘;‘f,‘ﬁﬂfﬁfbe access to in ‘;\?mff”fson to Drinteg
expensive to_hande, preseweorse s tertiary institutions In 'gtehi ace problem o
documents. This is even madi r\ﬂé  momic situation in the c:'oun_iryt ) nas iven makes the
inadequate funding due to PO funds allocated to tertiary institutions. As such mogt
present administration to reduce fu dio-visual materials for the,

S uire au
the potytechnics d sl ﬂnd' g dlIf::fautltf_rit:ajlsaicsf| very important in Nigerian tertia
:Ir?srgtrﬁisénAl\ilglrI::?glswand that was the reason why International Federation of Libray

e -+ 0 Mniama (2010) stated that in no circumstance
iati d Institutions as cited in Mnjam . .
ngaféagzgfoi?sual materials be viewed as extravagancer(jr?naattfeer(njalIi?:J rt;l:; S'Zf\t,’fcad they
should be considered as vital segmentsina completely coo ik

In developing countries the provision of audioyisual materials anc_i thglr associated
equipment might be regarded as of greater significance than the printe mat_enqls on
the grounds that the level of proficiency IS such Fhat oral and visual communication is
crucial for the purposes of communication. Despite the fact thaF audiovisual materials
play an imperative part in the preservation of .cultural heritage, they are often
neglected. Similarly, the findings also agree with Kalusopa (2008) whq stated
audiovisual materials, just like other information resources, have not received the
attention they deserve. In many of the institutions surveyed, audiovisual materials are
not fully process and were not easily accessible.

The study reveals that rough handling of materials by library staff, mutilation of
materials by library users, environmental factors such as temperature, light and high
humidity, biological factors such as insects, moulds, rodents, bacterias and fungi,
chemical factors such as acidity of paper, natural disasters such as flood, earthquake,
hurricane, tornados and fire, improper organisation and frequent use of materials were
the factors responsible for deterioration or damages done to information resources in
polytechnic libraries in Niger State. This could be due to lack of plans for managing
recorc_is or poor alloca_tion of fund to libraries to acquire preservation equipment of
chemicals to fight against the agents of deterioration. This finding is similar to that of

Adekannbi and Wahab (2015) who investi ; ) £
preservation and conservation techn vestigated comparative analysis of th

o ques of selected special and academic libraries in
Nigeria. The study found out the causes of deterioration in both special and academic

' ", ExCessive photocopying, pests and excessive light
henilcoc sapt:ggll seognetism and biological agentscfl'Trr)\e results showed amond
emic libraries adopted cleaning and dusting, shelving ©

allow free flow of ai i
v Securlty systems, de-acidification, technology preservatio

refreshing and migrati .
inadequagte fundir?g?ﬁ:)&tgfpresewe their information resources, The findings reveale
dequate manpower, inadequate °

stafftraining and users ang Sgscgssary facilities, ina
Urity, autonomy ang administrative lags, power etc.
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The study reveals that

5 majori i
techniques of preservation of int%ron: tthe respondents agreed that eight out of niné
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0N resources listed were adopted in polytech®
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lournal of Information Resource Mar "
___ . Niger State. These techmqu(—“ Included: Photocopying of prin
IibraneS_'“ of books and periodicals, microfilming of periodicals, fy
b n 1ding lamination of charts and related documents, air Conditioning of g
bul mnlg and dusting of the books and computers and digitization of ai
spaC S -g:fof staff, storage Qf elect_romc materials such as Compact Disc Read-ocr)ng
publlcatl CD-ROMS), Digital Video Disc (DVDs) in containers, steel cabinet and use of
Memory or flash disc to store electronic books and electronic journals. This finding is
hard disc that of Olatokun (2008) who carried out a survey of the various techni Se
gimilar to preser\/ation and conservation of library materials in selected univecisitj
n Nigeria. Finding.s reyealgd th'at preservation and_conservation techniques,
h adopted in the u.mvers[ty libraries, were not effectively in use although the
t.hOUQes all had preservation polices. The study also revealed that cleaning and dusting
“br-anary materials was the most commonly used technique. The study established that
ofhbrare indeed incidences of deterioration, the most prominent being books be
th(rer:eand cracking and scratching of digital materials. Further results show
Egough some of the libraries adopt and use some digital preservation techniques, they
are still not effectiv.ely used. Other findings reyealed that madquate funding was the
most severe inhibitor to effective preservation and conservation activities in the

university libraries.

ted documents,
migation of the

coming
ed that

The study reveals that majority of the rgspondvents agreed that books were mostly
borrowed in the library, mostly consulted in the |1braw, mostly consulted also were the
references materials, electronic resources and serial publications such as journals,
magazines and newspapers are partially consulted in polytechnic libraries in Niger
state. This findings agrees with the findings of Nkamnebe, Udem and Nkamnebe
(2014) as the co-authors assessed the use of library resources and services by students
of Paul University, Awka in Anambra State, Nigeria. The study discovered the levels of
use of library and information resources. The findings revealed that students fairly use
the library for their studies. Observation shows that they use the library most during
examination periods. It also revealed that resources currently available are fairly
accessible to the students. Furthermore, the study revealed that the clienteles were
satisfied with the services and facilities given by the library. Problem militating against
effective use of the University Library by the students were identified and solutions were
proffered. It was recommended among others that the habit of using the Library should
to be inculcated into students through avenues such as organising library show, library
orientation, library exhibition, and inclusion of use of library as a course in the
University's curriculum so as to attract students to the library.

The study reveals that respondents agreed with all the statements on the challenges of
effective preservation of information resources in polytechnic libraries in Niger State.
The statements include: lack of competent manpower in preservation, lack of plans for
Managing records, inadequate funds to execute preservation programme, lack of
!‘gzt_lftfution to train library personnel, lack of preservation policy and strategy,
conld-e 'ence of the management towards preservation anc_i harsh enwronmen.tz:::
e altlons and other factors. This finding agrees with that of Njeze (2912) who ca(rtiis
in g €search on Preservation and Conservation Issues in Selected |_Pr|vate Universit
OUth-West Nigeria. It was discovered that the challenges facing all Universities

-
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preservation policy.

who examined the
Similarly, this finding also agrees with that of Ogbodo (izr?rl_:,é)uth Eastern States of
preservation of information sources in polytechnic ibrari€s of information sources in
Nigeria. The study found out that the problem of preservation ~d that the library did not
the polytechnic libraries are dust and disintegration ofbocsl others that there were
adopt the use of modern technology. The results showed among ibraries in Nigeria, It
problems of preservation of information sources In DOWtec_h”'Cthe Use of firefighting
was reported that the polytechnic libraries adopted repairs, oroper storage
equipment, binding, .fumigation, 2\ Condlt!Omngrfbook away from Iighé
photocopying/duplication, use of insecticides and the storade @ =2 e g i
to preserve their information source. The findings revealed |nadecu: ¢ of com,pete ot
environmental condition, lack of good preservation policy and sfu T

manpower as constraints to use of preservation and conservation techniques.

Conclusion :
This study assessed preservation and use of library materials. The terms preservation
and use were defined. The concept of nature and forms of information resour Ces,
causes of deterioration of information resources, technigues adopted for preservation
of information resources, levels of use of information resources and challenge§ for
effective preservation of information resources were highlighted. The use of chemicals
like hydrogen cyanide, carbon disulfide or methyl bromide to leraqlcate pests and
insects in the library, installation of fire alarm system and fire extlngw.f,her to curb fire
outbreak, training and re-training of library personnel on preservation and among
others. Once these are provided in the polytechnic libraries, the level of deterioration of
materials will be reduce and use of information resources will be improve.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made to
improve preservation as well as the use of information resources in polytechnic libraries
in Niger State:

1. Management of polytechnic libraries in Niger State should make provision of
acquiring audiovisual materials as part of their collections. This is because oral
and visual communication is essential for the purposes of communication to
assist the low level learners in comprehending teaching and learning process.

Audiovisual materials also play a vital role in the preservation of cultural heritage
asinthecase of archives.

2. Management of polytechnic libraries in Niger State should install air condition
systems in the store rooms and library spaces and use of barometer and
thermometer to test temperature and relative humidity level within the library.
The use of chemicals like hydrogen cyanide, carbon disulfide or methyl bromide
should also be used to eradicate pests and insects in the library. Fire alarm
system and fire extinguisher should also be install to curb fire outbreak. Materials

in single copy should also be reproduce into many copies to avoid over stressing
of a material.
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our

f polytechnic libraries in Niger State shogld also adopt techniques
Managemepto ;Ud-lo\,isua\ resources through storing of pictures, Charts,
of resef\rﬁ‘cr_“gs quides, slides, audio and video

e !

transpa’ < and vertical files. ’
gandard S::tw:f these polytechnic should provide standby electricity generator
nagem

. ernative to power supply as such this will en
L o their lioraries to_serve as alt P PPl enable

to use information resources in the library both day and night and improve
ltjtigrjse of information resources.

. tapes, in boxes, Cabinets,

agement of polytechnic librariesin Niger State should carry out preservation
5 Ma;dse from time to time such as fumigation of the entire library building.
?J)(()lytechnic libraries should also employ the services of preservation consultants

to train their staff on preservation operations. There should be plans on how to

manage records. Adequate funds should be allocated f

Or preservation
programmes. Management of the polytechnics under study should also have

good and willing attitudes to support libraries for their preservation programmes.

Preservation policy and strategy should be in place to guide the library to achieve
optimum preservation standard.
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