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Chapter 11

ing English Language Teaching in
Large Class Size

.
%‘hﬂc , Amina Gogo Tafida
- "
Halima Shehu
Learning Objectives

After reading this chapter, you should be able to:
» Define what constitutes a large class
# Share your experience of teaching/learning in a large class
e Explain the impacts of large classes in language teaching
» Explain‘teaching and leaming problems associated with large class

e Suggest means and strategies for coping with large class
s Provide measures for exploiting large class size to facilitate efficient
leaming

Introduction
The phenomenon of large language learning classrooms in Nigeria is tied to two
broad and related factors: worldwide introduction of universal education and
rapid increase in population. Society’s realization of the impact of formal
education coupled with government efforts at various levels to ensure mass
education of Nigerians have contributed to the phenomenon of large class size
ﬁm Other vital contributory factors include inadequate provision of the
Mm and infrastructural resources to commensurate with the people’s
~ desire and government’s efforts at ensuring mass educational delivery. Large
. class is therefore the result of @ high demand for cducation with no
corresponding provision of the needed resources. Such resources include
uate qualified teachers, insufficient classrooms, and inadequate teaching
| “ others. The situation is serious in English language classes
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S rat an ideal class size should be .. L
R e peeesod Giffreut views st et
.'Mmmﬂze shnuldbennmﬁh':
Hamic activities. The research viewed a nnmhq-.gm :';
" he relationship of size of the class and the performance of studery;
overed that (1) as the size of the reduces, the performance of g
5 r e mmmﬁu emerge as the size of the class reduces .
than 20 students. Tennessee’s project STAR (Fin, 2002) also discovered g
1 students in less populated classrooms performed better than those in “arge
s K-3 grades”. The study therefore recommends a “class
. of no more than 18 students per teacher to produce the greater benefits and |
siden "ﬂuiﬁ students per teacher as large class”. In essence, an analysisof
everal other students such as Student Achievement Guarantee-SAGE 199%-
8, Project STAR, Califoria’s CSF Programme consider small class obeas
soe class of between 13 and 20 students while a class size of between22
ster University project, S0 students in a class is considered fo b B8
n 1989), while in China, large class generally refers to & -
d 50-100 students or more. This, to some foreign teachers ey =
: ‘;}_Z_" hl'p In Nigeria context, the concept of large u‘ .
‘educational levels, from primary through secondary © (0
MOt strange 10 see a class of over cighty pupils it ® Tl g
001 receiving lessons, In universities, 2 large class caf it
undred students seated in a large hall to receive &
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other teaching and
class varies from individual to
nnthcissueandimimpan‘lsun

and views of English language

L

; ge classes can be groups into fi
~ categonies: (1) challenges caused by physi Mo

i_,'f"_ problems of ensuring class discipline:
f:* ~ and individual students; (4) Difficulties in testing and administering evaluation
~ questions on students; (5) Problems of ensuring effective teaching and learning.

4 - Harmer (2000) also finds out that “large classes bring difficulties to both
teachers and students and 10 the process of teaching and leaming. These
- difficulties include: inability of t

eachers to have contact with the students sitting
~ at the l:uuk and for students to get the individual attention; difficulty or
"E mpossibility of organizing creative and dynamic teaching and leaming
- sessions; large classes are especially frustrating for teachers lacking experi
If in teaching. There is, therefore, the need for more technical teaching strategies
2 by teachers involved in teaching in large classes”. Locastro (2001) “summarizes
- the problems of teaching large classes as pedagogical, management-related and
 affective”, Zhang Jiamin (2002) stressed that discipline problems, ineffective
leaming and weariness, are some of the problems confronting teaching in large
T over-populated classes. Yu J iangiong’s (2004) views on problems of teaching
M large classes include ignoring students individual differences and the
“OITYINg nature of the teaching and leaming environment. She also adds that
M€ limited chance given to students to practice English hinders the
Provement of their oral English. In summary it is discovered that teaching
* Classes makes it difficult for teachers (1) to discipline the class, especially
ary and lower school students who lack self-control; (2) to satisfy all the

4

cal problems; (2) Class control and
(3) Lack of contact between the teacher
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P aass; In oot teaching in large h""‘l.

I ERBRSCRERF - UI.' ies for creativity and richer human resources thyg
an provide greater OPPO s more students’ population means more
T classes. Xu {mn also say p— il L

Sl ”M"*de more Poss:hllltles and opimons. QI 1 and wﬁ[
 ideas, anc m advantages of large classes such as that they

llows cooperation and encourages creativity and innovatigy,

.o not only challenges but also opportunities for
‘wlr:ﬂi”mlm”“hﬂd“lm rather than class size that mostly

k Principles tegies of Teaching in Large Class _
Many mﬂ: itﬂm large classes have explored the principles and
strategies of teaching in such situation based on the understanding of the

challenges and advantages of large class. For example, Wang Jiam.;in and
several other researchers in Beijing University of Posts and Cumrrr:mumﬁum
explore the practical strategics through a longitudinal case stul.‘!}' in order to
meet the challenges of teaching college English reading course in large class,
including (1) how to strengthen cooperation and communication; (2) huwlln
apply multimedia instruction efficiently; (3) how to encourage creative
teaching; (4) how to organize learner-centred discussions and activities; (5) how
to strengthen the management of the students sitting at the back. These
challenges are mostly caused by pedagogical or management-related problems
and can be solved by developing an instructional strategy, like proper use of
multimedia. Therefore, experiment on the use of multimedia instruction has
successful and encouraging. Many useful suggestions have also been
proposed and tried by Chinese rescarchers and teachers with the most t'rn_qwﬂ
discussed being in accordance with students’ level, cooperative learning
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e frequer ;MWEM&W&IHMHMﬂ
Ahe teache ﬂmkl show concem for both strong and weak students by
 providing Mmmmwwmﬁmekmmwuquuﬁmuwﬂ
j; different tasks or assignments according to their intellectual
~ The teacher should arouse the students’ interests by enhancing
- expressive capability by talking humorously or using facial expression
~as well as using different teaching aids and methods such as pictures,
music, movies. Also, various teaching activities such as games, role
plays, and contests should be used.

p work: there is the need for students to work in small groups while other
tudents sit around in a circle so as to have a chance to participate actively. The
‘teacher could also split the class into weak and intelligent students so as to make
jossible for him/her to concentrate on the weaker students. However, care
5 " d be taken so as not to create a problem of inferiority complex between the
weak and the more intelligent students. According to Xu (2007), "the teachers’
ill in classroom management is the primary ingredient for success with group
work in large classes”. Pasigna (1997) also offered some suggestions on how to
anage large classrooms which can be organized into three categories; such as
roupings, classroom management, and remedial/enrichment activities. Pasigna
esse that the strategic grouping of pupils is fundamental to teaching in large
srooms and suggests that when class sizes enlarge, and new or difficult
ation is being taught, the class should be divided into groups of 15 to 20

ils. After that, teacher-led instruction should begin at the small group-level
the other groups are given practice exercises to do from the previous

-8

esson without the teacher. Also, pupils should be given the opportunities
Wiunrﬂertufanﬂliuim them with group work and ensure that

3
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ises. Pasigna also sugges,
pupils the teacher to lcad group-based exercises
Hﬂm hcwly manage a I'ﬂ-"ﬂ'-‘ CEISEI'UGITLI Her first suggestion a
rules for acceptable group hthfiv:cf-m. Such behavioyrs
include: speak softly, take tums in communication and how to wor
. }F]“M activities can be routinized, such as hoy

together. In addition, certain ¢

huﬂr:dlﬂﬂdnchumm when classes start both gl recess and when
classes end; how to assist in handing out books, papers, assignments and other
als to the front and then to the teacher; and how 1o

ials; how to materi :

keep the classroom neat. In performing
™ rather than on managing

on instruction and school assignments,
classroom, there are different ability levels that must be

¥ i : lll m o
disruptions ¥ iation and/or enrichment activities. On organizing

accommodated through remediat ;
remedial and enrichment activities 10 suit diverse student needs, Pasigna opines
that students in need of remediation should be placed into small groups, or in

pairs. Those students with similar needs (c.g., reading remediation) should be

grouped in homogenous groups or pairs (i.e., similar ability levels). In other
cases of remediation and enrichment activities, teachers should make use of

other persons such as community volunteers, retired teachers as well as students
from higher grades and high school graduates to assist with enrichment
activities while only the teacher should provide tutoring services.

The Use of Technology in teaching large class

Rhalmi (2013) emphasized that technology ensures that everyone has time to

connect with the teacher. Teachers should therefose do the following:

1. A blog or a wiki should be created for students and the teacher to meet
at home,

2. Students should be encouraged to create emails to make it easier for
teachers to connect with other students outside the class.

3. Power Point with very simple and heavily guided activities should be
used in instructional delivery especially at lower level.

4, Classroom communication systems should be used to help both the
teacher and the students to assess their leaming as the lessons progress
even before the next quiz or exam. With these electronic response
systems students can offer response to multiple-choice questions posed
from the course material. The instantaneous feedback allows students
who get the wrong answer to ask for further information immediately-
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7. The teacher should give weekly class works emanating from the
~ previous lessons should be given to the students. Also, the class work
and homework should be given, collected and assessed at the
appropnate time.
The teacher should also stress the irnp-un.anc: of class attendance and its
importance in examination success. The policy that the more the number
of lectures missed the lower the examination grade should be
established.

Activ for effective teaching and learning in large class
' pwing activities are important for effective teaching and leaming in

At the beginning of the lecture, the teacher should tell the class how
~lecture will be organized and give a brief outline on the topic of the day
-'1 ‘students brainstorm on the topic.

mm:u:pmnfmmdmmmm
' Mﬂ&emwmmpﬁo{ﬂ-muuﬂ
mmmmmm#um-
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er should device means of getting closer to students
~ tho “@mﬂemmﬂdahnmlkmﬂnm
: ‘HMImﬂwm@tmdbemthumww

Jectunne
:

al aids, films, overhead projector, cumputcrgraphms,pmuﬂ &
mm’hmm should be used while lecturing.(Richards and

s, 2001).

““\!’ mbysmdamdunngthcmurseufthahcumm

d. The students should be trained to work out problems,
mmm:;hﬁnm which are inserted periodically and
mmmubcaskedwkﬁepwerysmdﬂuﬂmmd '
i_hﬂ_u-ﬁndddmutqmnonsatsmdmtswhushowmnf
of interest or engage in other things. Also, the method of ask "'i"
Juestic ﬁnﬂdbeﬂ:em:tlmcwm the whole nl:m d

_H'

mw continuous note-taking when ire 18
l‘m special times for taking notes or pl'l‘.l'lid!
b il to for the next lecture. “
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busy & Albert, 1991).
it

- The environment and experiences outside the class should be used to
- provic lmuﬂdiﬁuunmmhnywhnmwmhyw
_ Hﬂtﬂrﬂ:ltuwmdh\g. The teacher should also insist that
~ students attract his attention by raising their hands and always wait for
- silence before speaking once the lesson is in progress.
~ 3. The teacher should collaborate with the students to build up a good and
- lively leaming atmosphere in large classes. Xu (2007) reiterates that
~ many teachers held the view that a good class has an atmosphere of a
feeling of warmth, mutual support, an absence of fear, a feeling of
comfort, mutual respect, people mindful of other people's abilities and
limitations, a feeling of cooperation and a feeling of trust, ef cetera.
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6. The teacher should take advantage of the size of the large classes, seek
the experience of people who have been teaching in large classes to
show that it is not only possible to build up a good leaming atmosphere
in large classes, but also feasible to take advantage of the large class
size. Nolasco and Arthur (1991) opine that large classes can be of great
advantage through the following:

a. The more students, the more ideas, and the more lively the class.
b. The more students, the more interrelated and the more unified
the class.

c. The more students, the more competition, and the more
positively motivated the class.

: J of the classroom management techniques with other teachers
- who are involved in teaching in large classes (Richards and Rodgers,
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‘would address the challenges posed by this tr
& some of these challenges such as discipline and acadep
d by both the students and the teacher and recommeng
f. e at ngthening communication and cooperation b
and students, applying technology in — "m;f"“* -
. organizing learmer leamer-centred discussions activities a
m and active students participation in classroom activi -'mi
others. These strategies if well executed would make language te
dnlmm:xcmmc hence, the phenomenon of largnch“ 5
"h ne to stay and may not be eliminated in the near future. 3

~ What are the problems of teaching in large class’
~ Explain the benefits of teaching English in large class.
How would you explain discipline in large class?

. Ty

: - Suggest ways or strategies for effective teaching in large class.
ify the role of technology in teaching English in large class.
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