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Abstract
The use and application of
educational Technology in Nigeria tertiary

devices such as Computers, internct. Television.
. . A . . . ) . 3 . ) ner »
become imperative if meaningful achievement 18 10 he attained in educafion and National deve lop-nent.

This paper atiempt 10 address the imperalivencss of ICT in education and further proffer solution i1 the
light of the existing citwation in Nigerian tertiary instnions. J.e. shortage of qualify reachers. non
provision of educational media to schools, poor funding of education by government. power and crergy
available audio visual maierials including parenlts inabilin- to provide therr

10 operate and maintain the
ey such as 1extbooks eic. Conclusion and recommendations. wel alve

wards with basic learning facilit
given.
Introduction

No nation can develop technologically without cducation. Education holds the key to social.
relopment of any‘nalion. Education and Technology the world over are noted
¢ advancement of Nations. Educational technology essentially deals with
hing and learning in education through the application of appropriate
lly electronic media (hard and software’s devices). The term
nited States of America whose birth day 1s
ria. technology education is quite new.
blems using human reasoning  and
be defined as that area of education

Political and economic dey
1o be largely responsible for th
finding solution to problems of teac
media or modern technologics especia
technology education on the other hand is a baby of the U
between 1980 and 1985 (M C. Crory and Bame, 19806). In Nige
Technology 1s all about finding solution 10 human pro

materials/cquipment. Consequently, technology education may
which prepares one 1o acquire the techniques of processing ideals into practical solution to hman

problems. Technology cducation is ccientific and works with concrete facts that can be practicalized into
real hife situation. Nigena 1s yet 1o cmbrace fully the hbraung powes of nformation as prosh (1 of
cducatonal technology. for mstance, a naton that 1s not hinked 1o globalization 1% alicady
underdeveloped. The vanous media needed 10 improre tcaching and learming through rescarches are 5ot
avaslable for students and tecachers.
stated that 1t would benefit Nigena tremendously if she becomes part of the Global umiversity Jen

(GUS). lis 2:m 15 10 educate students through satellite or wrel
t 15 widely acknowledged that s use would improve the quality ol teaching and

One tme nunisicr of science and technology professos Turmnes baun

ess tele-commumcahon infrastiu, ture,

mostly using mntermct. l
leaming 10 torliary institenions. 1CTs are becomung naturzl pan of man’s dady bife, thus, thess v

education by staff (academsc 2nd non-acadenic) and students 15 becoming necessity  Lecturers nol only
need to use JCTs but need 1o be comfortable with using them. This will help them paricipate fully 10 lI-'r
fe of contemporary umsvcruty and accomplish thewr  daily task  (yusuf aml Onteanya Jondd
Unfortunately, 1CTs has had more impact on admumestrative services such as admiconn, rq:ut‘uhmv o
payment and purchasing than on the fundamentals of classtoom teaching andd learmng (1 KN(". 203y

rmhkm;{:g.nd wuh_ﬁd:nlmn in Nigeria: Poar Funding of Education by CGovernment;
e £ \h:mof ,Of:ddo State, Adams Oshiomuole, (2009) remarked that the paliry average of 3 %
Nigeran's public expenditure on education 15 regretable. Acomding o lum, the allocanion hay heen
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declining-steadily over the years resulting in decline of standard because government does not infuse

funds into the sector, The implication of this is that most rich people send their children or wards abroad

to get good education and careless about the average Nigerian students who cannot afford to do this. The
education in Nigeria has become one which is fit for those who have the hope for the better chance and
good education where the basic infrastructures for learning are available.

An educationist, Taiwo Akindele, (2009) stated that *"The worst is yet to come if government
continued to tread the unpathrotic part of neglecting the importance of education in human and national
development™’. He pointed out that already 70% of Nigerian graduates are unemployed due to poor
education funding by government. He also.advanced that continuing decline of the federal government
budget to education, the sector which is critical for the realization of growth process, indicates that

, sovernment may be losing interest. in the sector by allowing the private sector to play major role in the
sector. For instance, in 2009 budget §33.6 million was allocated to the sector which showed less than 2%
of the total budget against 26% recommended by UNESCO for developing Nations if any impuct is
expected in the sector. The educationist also believed that if Nigeria’s allocation to education is
compared to other less wealthy countries in Africa; it becomes clearer that a lot more needs to be done.
He observed that with limited funding in education sector, there is bound to be inadequate
infrastructures, over-crowded classrooms and lack of qualified teachers to mention a few.

Power and Energy- A major source of concern in education industry is inadequacy, of electricity supply
to operate and maintain the available Audio visual instructional media in our institutions of learning in
Nigeria. In (2007) when late president Umaru Musa Yar'adua assumed office, in his median broadcast to
the Nation, said “Our plan to lunch a national emergency program on power supply’’: Unfortunatelv, the
sector has not witness any meaningful change to this moment in spite of Nigeria’s position as the 6"
largest producer of crude oil in the organization of pétroleum exporting countries (OPEC) and 5" largest
US source of imported oil and 8" worldwide crude oil producer. It is indeed pathetic and even more
worrisome because the nation cannot boost of stable and affordable power supply to pui into usc the
available technological media that aid or support teaching and learning in our institutions of leamning

and
also take care of other economic activities that enhances development.

Shortage of Qualiﬁed"'l‘eachers and non- Provision of Modern Instructional Educa
Schools i

Most Nigeria tertiary institutions are already having computer study as part of their academic
programmes, although most of them are still theore'tical ip nature to impact meaningfully on the society.
Joseph, (2008) observed that despite advanceme‘nt.m. tec.hnology and the advantages to be derived from
use of audio visual'in instruction, teachers in tertiary institutions are yet to adopt their use in teaching and
learning process, stressing that majority of teachers l?ave no adequate knowledge on how to operate and
use the available audio visual equipment and materials as a result of lack of trained professionals and
poor governance in the country. Okon, (2003) stated that, standard of graduates from Nigeria university
have fallen below international standard because of lack of application of modern technology devices in
teaching and learning, such as internets, co'mputers .etc. T}.IC resultaflt effect is the exodus of experts in
Nigeria universities to foreign land (beside the "?'ab‘l.“.Y to b.fmg Nigeria experts in specialized
disciplines back home to teach and research in our u.mver‘smes). This syndrome is principal]y due to lack
of appropriate research facilities and poor remuneration su?]pl){ referred to as brain drain.

It is in the light of the above problems that Francis Bissong, (2009). Professor' in geography and
deputy dean post-graduate school, university of (;alabar called on Nigeria government to Teverse its non-
interest on education and pay adequate attenthn to the sector as one of the most important area
responsible for the rapid advancement of any Nation.

tional Media to

The Imperativeness of ICT in Nigeria EdI:lCation .
The application and use of ICT in education has become imperative as

quality instruction, improve performance of students and technological advanceme
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National policy on education, (2009) blueprint recommended measures government should take to
implement its policy on education as follows:- Modern educational techniques shall be increasingly used -
and improve upon at all levels of education system. Education and training facilities shall continue 10 be
expanded in response to the societal needs and made progressively- accessible to afford the individual a
far more diversified and flexible choices. '

Conclusion

The " paper examined educational technology thereby narrowing it to informatitu and
communication technologies (ICT) as a tool that brings us closer to technology. An x- ray of problems
associated with education in Nigeria has been discussed with an appeal to government to supply modern
educational media for use by teachers to enhance effectiveness and improve standard of student- and
make them compete favourably with others countries anywhere in the world.

Recommendations ' '
If Nigeria education is to compete favourably with other developed countries, the following
measures must be adhered to:-

1. Government should re-arranged her priorities and fund education sector more adequately with
good equipment and necessary personnel through training to reduce recruitment of foreign
teachers and avoid unnecessary spending to cover their salary and housing.

2. Give incentives to teachers at all levels by increasing their take home pay, as well as paying them
as at when due thereby encouraging further researches and reducing to the barest minimum brain
drain syndrome.

3. ICT education be made compulsory at all levels of education, (primary to tertiary institutions) and
centers established in all schools to create more awareness and help teachers and learners take
advantage of its use.
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