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4.6 Unit of analysis

The unit of analysis of this study is the newspaper urticle. Each news article, mcluding
news {eatures, reporting Boko Haram and/or its activities will constituee the unit of analysis and
will be coded into the relevant category. Editorials, heing an important framing mstrument of
newspapers, will be also counted. The study will not count interviews, letters to the editor,
advertisements and opinion pieces. Visuals will be counted if they are pictures of activities
carried out by the sect. Matthes (2009) found that 63% of the one hundred and thirty one articles
dealing with framing research that he studied used the whole article (thematic unit) as its unit of
analysis, The news aticle will therefore be the unit of analvsis, In other words, the news article
was studied to see the kind of contexts provided in the stories and from which angle these stories
fave been reported, This was then coded inta the appropriate category,

I choosing the unit of analysis, greal cae will be exercised fo ensure that only stories on
the activities of Boko Haram are chosen, This is necessury because the seet is referred to by such
terms as ‘insurgents’, ‘gunmen’ among others. There are also bloody civil disturhances going on
such as the herdsmen/favmers clashes, the religiousfethnic, and indigene/settler clashes. All these
are sometimes referred to, and reporied by the media under the peneral term 'insecurity’. When a
feport combines activities adjudged as that of Boko Haram sect with these of [armerstherdsmen
L‘J_Il‘il'l for example, the dominant report was counted and, if possible, only the part of the report
on Boko Haram is measured,

4.7 Content categories

The content categories into which the units of analysis will be counted are six. These
content categories are equivalent to the frames in this study, Accordingly, the content calegornies
are itemized as follows.

. Human interest frame catégory
b, Confliet frame category
¢, Responsibility frame category
d, Political frame category
¢, Religious franie catepory
f. Economic consequences frame category
In coding the frame of & siory, as this determines its category, the dominant frame of g

story will be the deciding factor as a story mayv contain more than one frane.
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48  Frames

Frumes are the contexts and angles lrom which siories are reporied as has been earlier
discussed, T ey ca be {ssue-specific/unique or generic/consistent (Borah, 2011; Matthes, 2009).
Issue-specific frames are penerated from each study and are usually arrived at from @ prior
explaratory analysis. They are thus specific 1o the issue under study. Generic frames on the othes
hand are frames that can be generalised across studies and are clearly defined before the issue

5

under study is content-analysed, As Marthes, (2009:35{1) points out, "generic frames franseenc
thematic limitations as they can be identified across different issues”. This study will mostly use
penerie frames and some issue- specific frames as a method of data analysis adapting Trom
Semetko and Vaikenburg (2000) who proposed live generic frames. These generic frames are
confliet, movality, human mnierests, responsibility and economic consequences. The frames to be
used Lor this study are conflict, human interest, economic consequences, responsibility, religion
und political. It is these frames that represent the cotegories into which the unit of analysis will
b coded,
4.8.1 Human interest frame

Human interest frame focuses on articles and visuals that portray personal stories of
incividuals and their experiences at the hand of Boko Haram, Stories on losses suffered by
mdividuals. of lives, limhs and properties, and their heroie survival are reparded as human
nterest frame. Also coded under this frame are stories on experiences of refligess or intermal
displaced people (IDPs} in or out of IDP camps.
4.8.2 Conflict frame

Articles under the conflict frame include stories and pictures on battles between Boke
Haram tnsurgents and the Nigerign military, stories of Boko Haram attacking cities, towns and
villages; Boko Haram killing people and setting ablaze whole communities. Also under this
Irame are slories reporting bombings by Boko Haramy with attendant loss of lives and properiy.
Stories on Boko Hatam seizing towns and local government areas and the government
recovering them are also under the canflict flame.
4.8.3  Responsibility frame

Under this Trame are stories that provide contexts as to the reqson that the Boko Haram
erisis oceurred and is persisting as regards 1o who is responsible, whether if is the gov

Ttachtional or religions leaders e, through

ErTUTIen,
acts ol commission or omission, Also under this
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frame ore stories suggesting solutions to the crisis, including the various demonstrations staged
1o sensitize and mohbilize the nation on the one hand. and pressurize the gpvernment o acl 1o

solve the erisis on the other. Condemnation of Boka Haram and its activities by individual and
jving been

groups. was gaded o this category. However, when the crisié is presented as ha

caused by politicaliveligious/ethnic causes, is coded elsewhere.

4.84 Political frame
ricles and pictures that aitribule

Units of analysis that fall under political frame include art

the cause of the ¢risis and its persistence to the political machinations of the opponents of the

L ™ - (3
IFE-:J:I'M g_{!-Tr'l:HHT'IEHL S0y s 1l Prl.'ht‘-t'ﬂ the ¢risis as |1-|_-|n}_g__ Hi]ﬂ‘rr\\-l.lfcl:i t]:r the l.‘l]'P[EIIIl]'lI:rH!& of the

ruling party and its federal government fall inte this frame. The argument 13 that becaunse these

3 1 F g Wi Bhy
apponents Jost power, they were determined to make the goVErMMEnt UNEOVE nable for the

aresident, Stories framed along these lines are categorized here us are stores that deal wih

extension of ermergency rle in the northeast, and whether 2015 elections should be held in the

FEEION 0T not,
4.8.5 HReligious frame

News ariicles thal present Boko Haram as an attempt by Muslims to Islami
Clivistians as the only targets and victims of Boko

ng to this frame. Coded nto

7e Nigena arc

conded into this category, Stories presenting
Haram atracities, with Muslims being only incidental viciims, belo

tiis frame are alse staries that view the Boko Haram crisis as being caused by the sect’s

perversion of Islam as well as stories that give the ¢risis an ethnic coloration. The arrest of

Muslin northerners in the south of the country on suspicion of being members of the secl 15

coded into this frame.

4.8.6 Economic consequences frame

Sqaries that are told within the context of the impact of the activities of the Boko Haram
sact on the livelihood of the people affecied are categorized under this frame. Articles and
visuals {hat portray the devastating smpact of Boko Haram on farming, wade and other
biisinesses, big or small; on travels ond education all belong to this frame.

4.9  Methods of data collection
All newspapers included in the study sample, using the constructed composite week, was
vollected and coded inta the different framing eategories, The frames which are the categories

.E'ilf EU(“.I]E, E“I ':n“ f‘“ i II- ; A i ibvili i
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B Methods of dats vl ysis
Prescriptive statlstes will be used to-analyze the coding of the Iruming categories in h
||.|."'.-'.-"1|:li||'|l,'r'| '||||':||"L'|.| illl':l I_'1|I|i||f|'§'l1 AT I:".II Enlitines, fl'lﬂ'll'!l'i.'“ﬁjl"- .;.||'I[E lU-!]l'..'"\-. An .-'.i.ﬂi.'lj:r""\-l"'. L'IJ

virsnee CARovI) will be upplied to compare usage of frames by each newspaper,
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