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local authorities to meet the problem. Efforts at providing low-cost rural housing have been
minimal, despite the creation of the Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria in 1977, and shantyto vns
and slums are common in urban areas. Overcrowding in urban housing is a serious problem. It
has been estimated that about 85% of the urban population live in single rooms, often with eighf

to twelve persons per room. Living conditions are poor. In 1996, only about 27% of urba

dwellers had access to piped water. Less than 10% of urban dwellers had an indoor toilet
(Kenny, 2008).

Housing the urban poor is one of the major challenges facing mankind in the twenty-first

century. Although studies have shown that the problem of housing is universal, it is however
more critical in less developed countries (LDC:s), including Nigeria. The challenge of housing
the poor is particularly acute in the urban areas of LDCs where an explosive expansion of the
urban population due to a high population growth rate and massive rural-urban drift has
compounded the housing situation. In most instances, the urban poor live in over-crowded
housing, often in self-made temporary structures in slums and squatter settlements where they
exert unprecedented pressure on deteriorating urban infrastructure and social services (Diogu,
2002). Nigeria has one of the highest urban growth rates in the world. The proportion of the
Nigerian population living in urban centres has increased phenomenally over the years. While

only 7% of Nigerians lived in urban centres in the 1930s. and 10% in 1950, by 1970, 1980 and
1990, 20%, 27% and 35% lived in the cities respectively (Okupe, 2002). Over 40% of Nigerians

now live in urban centres of varying sizes. The incidence of this population in urban centres has
created severe housing problems, resulting in overcrowding in Inadequate dwellings, and in a
situation in which 60% of Nigerians can be said to be “houseless persons” (Federal Government

of Nigeria, 2004; Olotuah and Ajenifujah, 2009). Furthermore, almost 75% of Nigeria’s urban

dwellers live in slums (Olotuah, 2005), The housing constitutes a health risk to its occupants.

The quality of the environment in most urban centres in Nigeria is not so much dependent on the
material characteristics of buildings (Mabogunje, 1980) but on their organization as spatial units.
Buildings are poorly laid out with inadequate roads between them and inadequate drainage and
provision for refuse evacuation. There is a high incidence of pollution (water, solid waste, air and
noise) and inadequacy of open spaces for other land uses. All these constitute urban poverty
consequential of the rapid urbanisation in the country. Urban poverty finds expression in an

environment characterized by high densities of buildings, the crowding of large numbers of

35
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local authorities to meet the problem. Efforts at providing low-cost rural housing have been
minimal, despite the creation of the Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria in 1977, and shantyto vns
and slums are common in urban areas. Overcrowding in urban housing is a serious problem. It
has been estimated that about 85% of the urban population live in single rooms, often with eight
to twelve persons per room. Living conditions are poor. In 1996, only about 27% of urba

dwellers had access to piped water. Less than 10% of urban dwellers had an indoor toilet
(Kenny, 2008).

Housing the urban poor is one of the major challenges facing mankind in the twenty-first

%*i; century. Although studies have shown that the problem of housing is universal, it is however
ﬂu% more critical in less developed countries (LDCs), including Nigeria. The challenge of housing
'&uuﬁ the poor 1s particularly acute in the urban areas of LDCs where an explosive expansion of the
l% urban population due to a high population growth rate and massive rural-urban drift has
jﬂdq compounded the housing situation. In most instances, the urban poor live in over-crowded
5{]% housing, often in self-made temporary structures in slums and squatter settlements where they
o, exert unprecedented pressure on deteriorating urban infrastructure and social services (Diogu,
ai 2002). Nigeria has one of the highest urban growth rates in the world. The proportion of the
Nigerian population living in urban centres has increased phenomenally over the years. While
3% only 7% of Nigerians lived in urban centres in the 1930s, and 10% in 1950, by 1970, 1980 and
o 1990, 20%, 27% and 35% lived in the cities respectively (Okupe, 2002). Over 40% of Nigerians
s now live in urban centres of varying sizes. The incidence of this population in urban centres has
' created severe housing problems, resulting in overcrowding in inadequate dwellings, and in a
situation in which 60% of Nigerians can be said to be “houseless persons” (Federal Government
of Nigeria, 2004; Olotuah and Ajenifujah, 2009). Furthermore, almost 75% of Nigeria’s urban
dwellers live in slums (Olotuah, 2005), The housing constitutes a health risk to its occupants.
il The quality of the environment in most urban centres in Nigeria i1s not so much dependent on the
n material characteristics of buildings (Mabogunje, 1980) but on their organization as spatial units.
¢ Buildings are poorly laid out with inadequate roads between them and inadequate drainage and
g provision for refuse evacuation. There is a high incidence of pollution (water, solid waste, air and

noise) and inadequacy of open spaces for other land uses. All these constitute urban poverty
consequential of the rapid urbanisation in the country. Urban poverty finds expression in an

environment characterized by high densities of buildings, the crowding of large numbers of
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N3

Source: Authors Fieldwork (2012) NB the numerica

each area as registered under the methodology section

4.2 Respondents Opinion
Attempt was made to seek the opinion of the respondents on whether they are crowded "

order to achieve this aim focused group discussion was organized.

(1) During the discussion, they believed that by human habitation, they are overcroyg,

their rooms. That they end up keeping their chairs on tables at night in order tg ¢

space for the members of the house to lay for sleep.

(1) Some observed that the father and mother sleep in the same congested room with

multiple children in the same room, the situation they describe as inhibits privacy

exacerbates immorality.
(iii)  In some cases during the day, the children have no space to stay in the room, hence th

end up roaming about, the children turns the motorable roads to playing ground.

(iv)  They toilet facilities and refuse dumps are over stretched.
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vV Another icati ing i
(V) er implication of the overcrowding is spread of epidemic diseases, whicii easily

spread within the family, it-also lead to fi ght for space amongst the children where to spread their

mats when to sleep at night.

On the basis of the foregoin ' I isti

| going, besides the effects of overcrowding, on the existing properties by
accelerating the decay of facilities such as toilet, car parking space, drainage, blockage
undersize refuse for solid waste among others,
There are also possibilities of transferring Tuberculoses and skin diseases amongst those who are
co-habiting a room meant for low density. Activities of more individuals in room bring about

more vibrations to the building properties which in turn reduces the life span of the building. Fast

decay of the building in turns reduces housing supply in no too far distance time by becoming

substandard.

5.0 Conclusions

The Nigerian government has demonstrated its concern for the state of housing in the country in

various ways, although, with a limited degree of success. There have been several instances of
government’s direct involvement in housing prﬂviéinn, which l‘t:ﬂEClS in the provision of staff
quarters and in the construction of many housing estates in the country since the pre-
independence era till the present. Government has also set-up mortgage finance organizations
such as the Federal Mortgage Bank and has licensed Primary Mortgage Institutions to mobilize
savings and supply funds for housing development. It has formulated the National Housing
Policy and has established the National Housing Fund Scheme for workers to contribute savings
towards housing development. Government, had at various times, made provision for staff
housing loans for government employees. It had also delved into sites-and-service schemes.
However, public sector intervention in housing has not significantly improved the housing
situation of the urban poor in Nigeria. This can be reversed through concerted efforts at ensuring
sustainability of the programmes on ground, and new initiatives yet unexplored.

It is recommended that public participation, government instituted site, and social service

schemes from banks assistance 1s needed to intensify efforts in housing supply to meet the

inability 1 ' 1S achieved 1f
increasing demands of the populace. Sustainability in housing provision can only be achi

government policies are based on the real needs of the people and not informed by selfish

political reasons. As such, housing programmes should be vehicles for improved living

conditions of people, with serious implications on their health, welfare and productivity. Meeting
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