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Abstract
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environm : ..o approach 10 € SSueg
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presented by identifying groups within the community WhO rantee sustainable Cliyg
participant of environmental conservation in order to 842 strategies o Nationg)
tran‘sformation_ The Pl’il‘lciple of environmeﬂtal edljl(.l‘,a"[lot;l o i cé C"Catin
environmental awareness, developing knowledge and skil sin g aslobe nservatj,
and the role of the grassroot populations on sustainable env1r0nr;1_ e i gn throy
traditional practices such as taboos, supcrstitions,ways of recyc ;?fnmen tl;l I; duclsposal of
waste in the community are also discussed.ComfnUfflty envminence o ation 4,
awareness as a panacea for national transformation is g1Ven Pgo. o oF concludj,
part of the paper. Suggestions on the Wway for.ward ‘mclu e; lepat e commup;
Environmental Education in science curriculum andmcentwesfor peop B1aSS Toot i,

adhere strictly to environmental management principles.

Keywﬂrds:Environ;uental Education, Environmental Awareness, National transformation

Introduction ' -
Prehistoric man developed knowledge and stratcgies for exploiting the natyp

environment consciously or unconsciously. The strategies include taboos, superstitions,
common right and law to regulate environmental resources useci by people so as to bring
about environmental sustainability. The environment refe_rs to the “sum tota! of all conditiog
living and nonliving that surround man at a given time.It is the common heritage Of_mankind,
therefore it is the duty of mankind to maintain, protect and 1mprove the quality of the
environment as a contribution to the protection of human life and the safe guarding of the
ecological balance. Environmental issues like the green house effects, ozone layer depletion,
land, air and water pollution, land degradation and erosion just to mention a few have been on
the front burner of public as discourse.

It is in recognition of the importance of the environment to man that the Federal
Government of Nigeria mandated the Federal Ministry of Environment and other relevant
agencies like Federal Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA) to tackle environmentally
related issues such as environmental pollution, flooding, erosion, bush buming,
desertification, deforestation just to mention a few. As human population increases, the rate
of exploitation of the environment increases especially in this era of urbanization and
industrialization which leads to environmental abuse and pollution with its corresponding
effects on human lives and other living organisms, (Ocher, 2003).
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mmunity Environmental Education

[nyang - Abia and Umaren, (1994) in Wushishj _ '
S e o, o e o
= qucation trom the environment 1s related to the experiences learned from the enviromnent.
\i‘hﬂ“ ducation Qb‘Ollt F?e environment 1s related to the knowledge received about tht;
‘n\‘irunmt‘m and it's utility to man. Education for the environment is related to man’s

[+ oy .
tment 10 environmental protection and conservation for sustainable development as

omni . " g
| as national transformation (- Wushishi 2009). Hence, Community environmental

ell .
::mcmion den_u_)nsn'ates the. mterdepend.ence of conservation and development through
oviding positive and feagible alternatives to environmental management to overcome
threats 10 human existence as a I‘t?sult of human activities by communities that may result in
roblems such a$ land degradation, pollution, deforestation, desertification, flood, global
warming/ climate change and drought (Burney, 1990) From the foregoing it is expected that
individuals within a community should develop responsible environmental behaviors such as

ut one tree plant two 1n order to create a conducive environment for national transformation.

Environmental Education
al Education must involve everyone:- By its very nature and importance,

ducation cannot be confined to any one group in our society. It is a
veryone — government, industry, the media, educational institutions and
right down to the level of the individual at the grassroots.

Environmental Education must be lifelong. Information about environmental problems is
forever improving as we learn from our past experiences and mistakes. As we develop and
apply better environmental technologies, the ability of society and individuals to respond
effectively also improves
Environmental Education must be practical. One of the most fundamental defining
characteristics of effective environmental education is that it must lead to actions such as
aforestation, good waste disposal, avoidance of bush burning which will improve
environmental sustainability and serve as the yardstick by which we are able to measure the
effectiveness of our efforts in environmental education and creating awareness.

principles of
Environment
enn'ronmental e
responsibility for e
community groups-
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The Media o .
The Media has a particular responsibility for

: : in the di
our community because of its pre-eminent role

ture S '
be done effectively using local languages (o fe2 te awareness about environmengy)
highlight the appreciation of natural heritage and crea
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Environmental Interest Groups and Organization . :

A major function of any effective environmental interest group is to promote the
importance of environmental education and awareness in anyway possible. This can be done
through seminars, symposium, town hall meetings, just to mention a few. In order for these
interest groups to function effectively, human and financial resources need to be provided
Environmental NGO’s also have the opportunity to collaborate with other community groups
the government, as well as businessmen to enhance environmental awareness. ’

Other Community Organizations, Scientific and Cultura] groups
Every community organization in Nigeria can make 2 positive contribution to

environmental education irrespective of their primary functio ;
ur : n, wheth
Church parish or cultural group by in ‘ . €T 1t be a Scout Troop, a
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school setting as well as those in the grassroots.

Recommendations .
From the foregoing the following recommendations are made: _ .

e The government (Federal, State and Local Government) and other Interest groups
should intensify efforts at public enlightenment through the use of local languages
to enhance effective communication. Particular emphasis should be placed on the
effects of domestic activities that will lead to environmental degradation

* There is need for adoption of Environmental education in science curriculum,

* Government and all stake holders should develop good political wil] towards
environmental issues as well as provide incentivesfor people in the grassroots who
adhere strictly to environmenta] management principles.

s Prov.iding altemgtives for hun’Fers Who burn bushes by teaching them how to rear
rabbits, rats, squurrels, domestic birds and SO on.

References

] . i . . . i deva.s' ta t g - . ) )
705). Pp29 Hy Www o000 le.com/ay St 20092%:.9‘91:;11;:?5;’; [2[ e;v selentist, 125



of Te, hnnh:gv I

“ucatiop (g, E), Fp
" N.T. (20()4);\“1.:111(1 e
h radation
P peg

]
national Conference Schoot of ..
’
s Inf€
/

thna, O¢y, 2013
; ¢ OPment in
SSOciateq wi

h lang Nigcrin: An I".xuminannn of i".nvimnmcma\f
and yge T pes ('nnfp,.,.m.r, P 1 De SEtNe o
‘ . ' ' \ . per at the eps
Geography Benye State mversny (II.S.U.) Makurdi. January 2004,
Abia, MLE & Umare
-

m, G, y (1994). (.'urri(:ulum
nyAne environmental CdNC(J!mn. Lagos.' Macmillan Pregg
E. M. & Tyay, T T. (nd)nvironmental Pollutigp in
AV ﬂf reation for sustainab)e devel, Nt Journg; of res
DA vironment. volume 4 no.2

en

[ in
delrmmenland evaluation

nigeria: the need for awareness
earch in forestry, wildlife and

I of Pollution on the high seas”,

W and Developmen, Studies, 1 (1), 1 - 13

(2009) Food rigy co

d
MMunication: Some of the problems an
cators on the Isl

556)

icy 34, 549
and of Irelang (IO1) Food Policy 34

Tudge;

dy of
ision in Nigeria: The Case Stu :
2). Environmenta] Information Provmqn in Nl%:;‘lﬁ}ll Sl e G
e 1o (290 )éOHHnHMties- African Journal of Library,

Ugho "1 Producing

?(jience 12 (2), 189-199.

£

k, Oxford.
i nt. New York,

Report (1992). Development and the Environme ‘

ent

Developm

world

i school
: for adoption as
mmunity environmental education: the :E;C?I)opp48-56-
h_ls : D. I- (2009)IC0 Nigeriajournal OftechnOlOgy researc
Wus ; curriculum.
sclence

189



