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INTR()DUCTI()N .
Education 18 a1 nee for national development in all country
s

under the sun, as well
s the development

) instrument par excelle
as i its constituent regions, communities or states in general. |
O dl. t

of the whole human being intellectually, physicall
[y, p;-otbssionall_\g religiously and morally. This 1s the rca;on le.’
| part of national or state development. Education s a proce]\}‘
d informally trained to acquire knowled .
understanding and skills. The formal training cOmMes from established schools n any gi ¥
community, region, state orcountry from the basic level to the tertiary level. i
Through this process of education, people acquire necessary training, knowl
and skills which equip and empower them to specialize in specific fields ,of e
: R stud
profession. It 1s this knowledge that aHows people to contribute meaningfully toyt}c:r :
e

development of their immediate community in general and ultimately to state or national
a

development. Umar,( 2004) states that National and State development involves economi
ic

row PR : o
growth, advancement, modernization, equitable distribution of income and. natural

.;eg;;c;s rz:: hgcte}r:eral so;io—economic transformation for improved living standards of th
e use of a country's human, natural instituti :
1984: B'll:o;‘oks, el 6i 1956). ral and institutional resources (Aboyade,
eref
45 e dev‘:rl‘(’;pﬂ\‘:itifoe:ttt;s;rte;qurze fo(;' development is the human resource hence no
and quality of : - educated human resources capaci
OontributotZy < ;f):lsllt)zttll;):lal pzlammpanon .and productivity of the populagzcalg. 'The e
P Ttistherefore importantthaz:a?lfleco?on}lcdand overall development of any natioﬁ]:z(;?im
‘ il evels of education, hi i : -
i mduatad so that they can give qualitati n, high caliber and qualified citizens ar
A : qualitative contributions to th ;
inall spheres of lfe. e state and national

e
g

involve
psychologicully, s0cIa
education is seen as an integrs
through which people are formally an

ry, is the century of i g
iﬁw mry‘”hilgffothm;ag;::xztv :;ge in all its ramifications. Itis
~used to : : 1ts associ , K
or disco V:k;sjd vantage of the immense knog‘\l:lt:: tecl;'mlog&?l 5
T

#
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d relevant books including electronic libraries throuy

an . _ h which they can acqui

needed 1O acCess, dlstﬂ and utilize information for developm nt - |

would poss€ss the skill and know. how to access knowlcd.. qn‘l(d;if \ oA fe

increasingly distant locations to positively influence ... clerated siate” b ‘( n

devclopmcntfrom all walks of life. SR s <
The library IS ;entral to the provision of the right type of infui 11ation resources which

empowers the educational institutions to produce hughl’y quah!iod citizens/personnel who

can mount diverse platforms for effective development. 1he¢ hibrarv is central to the

provjsion of the right type of information resources whi h cmpowcers the educational
institutions to produce highly qualified citizens/personne! w ho can mount diverse platforms
for effective development. The library is central to the provision of the right type of
information resources which empowers the educational institutions to produce highly
qualified citizens/personnel who can mount diverse platforms tor effective development.
The library is central to the provision of the right type of intormation resources which
empowers the educational institutions to produce highly qualified citizens/personnel who
can mount diverse platforms for effective development. The library is central to the
provision of the right type of information resources which empowers the educational
institutions to produce highly qualified citizens/personnel who can mount diverse platforms
for effective development. Irrevocably, libraries and internet resources of today are at the
centre of the academic excellence in all educational and research institutions, providing all :
the relevant information resources necessary for sustenance of teaching, learning,
knowledge acquisition and research functions of these institutions. The academic health,
intellectual vitality and effectiveness of these educational institutions in producing high
quality graduates into the labour market depends largely on the quality of information
resources available in their libraries to support the teaching, learning and research activities.

The Problem
The last millennium witnessed unprecedented technological developments with

various implications for the library, and parent institutions. This unprecedented

technological revolution has shrunk the world into a single “global village” is no longer
news today! Perhaps, what is less properly imagined is the extent to which this revolution
will go in the on going new millennium. It takes a genius to accurately predict the impact of
this emergence revolution on libraries in the unforeseeable future. 5 A

Through this technological revolution, the way has been opgned for a new
communication system by which individual or organizations may establish conta’ct \}(lth
anyone, anywhere, at anytime, by voice, sight or document separately or by combination.

+ Called “cyberspace”, this new communication environment provides opportunities for

millions of people to “meet” on daily basis to exchange ideas, sell goods, buy products, and
Ly 4 mer of tht globe. Indeed, man's

ke e
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refore. transcended every barrier ot time and distance

information environment 1s that “more and More
academic resources are moving to the internet and n Some cases being made available nly
on the internet”. Also on the internet are millions of dqcumcnts and hundreds of New
journals that will never be published in any other form (Missen, I?XX.).. In the face of t,
avalanche of information being generated daily and the speed at which it is being generateq
a redefinition of the raison d'ctre of the ‘librarian as well as the library is imperative. ,
redefinition of the basic substance of the librarian's work in the accessible networks such g
the internet is a must (Ochai, 2000) argued.
: The question to ask is whether our State Government is ready and willing to suppor
our libraries to brace-up for these unavoidable changes, and whether indeed pose any
challenges to them. Undoubted, the information revolution is already here with us
Librarians and libraries in Niger State and indeed in Nigeria have been caught in the 21
century web, even if it be argued to be prematurely. But then how can we fully exploit and be
part of this global information network given all the problems of infrastructural, financial
implication, government readiness and commitment and the lack of already existing
mastery? :

As part of this “global village™ of this 21" century, our libraries are expected to
exploit the available resources of the “internet” maximally to our individual and collective
goodness. Our citizens' nay our readers' in all institutions of higher learnings' needs for
information for their studies in diverse disciplines are not different from those of researchers

_ in the developed countries. What will our Government (our major parent body) do fo
position our libraries in all academic institutions namely: Federal University of Technology.
Minna, Ibrahim Badamossi University , Minna, College of Education, Minna, School of
Midwifery, Minna, Federal Polytechnic, Bida, State Polytechnic, Bida, School of Nursing.
Bida, and the College of Education, Kontogora, to mention a few, who will be inescapable of
the internet impact of 21" century? ' -

- Imrevocably, increase in knowledge will be continuous and extensive, and will in the
- immediate future mean that academic and research libraries in our institutions of learning
would necessarily need to plan, as an integral part of their work, a sustained and systematic

capacity to communicate has, the
One observable trend in this
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P\‘\\“‘\‘\l”}" the skill to scarch to imtormation”

lectio But with ability of library users. to access
\ . NS . YT N . . ) Bt
othe! Library collections espec ially, the mternet resources of the 217 century at some distant

. Ol dl S ¢ distan
locations, the monopoly has been broken: hibraries are

: \ 10 more the sole access point for
Know l\‘d}:\‘ Gl \]lll.\ﬂl\‘l\ mnourg \‘H{Cllll‘\‘l.ll Voommuniues
Academic Rnlf‘s in Education and National Dey clopmentin the 21" Century

Libraries have made a lot of outstanding contributions to the growth of
mankind :mfi advancement of countless civilization. Once regarded primurily as
storchouses for ht:nks and periodicals; libraries have changed dramatically since the
middle of the 207 century. From their historical beginnings as places to Keep the
business, legal, historical and religious records of civilization, they have emerged as a
far-reaching body of information resources and services (Encyclopedia Britannica,
3007). From its concept, it has been aptly described as the “heart-beat™ at the primary,
secondary and tertiary levels of education processes of man around which school and
institutional programmes irrevocably revolve (Fafunwa, 1992). Library institutions
are therefore solely designed, established, equipped and managed for effective
dissemination of recorded knowledge to users and citizens whenever required libraries
primarily serve as veritable medium for the attainment of the broad objectives of
learning, education, consultation, study, research and reference purposes in all its
ramification.

The realization of the enormous power of information in the 21" century has made
libraries and information resource centres inevitably present in all sectors of a nations
economy. Hence today, libraries are found in all the three levels of our educational system
including public libraries, research institutions and private organizations such as banks,
Insurance companies, etc. (Umar, 2004). Libraries have always served as tools for
educational advancement at all levels of education (Akintunde, 2004). This is because
libraries contain information whichis a vital tool for the pursuit of academic excellence at all
levels of education. :

Academic libraries are those libraries established in tertiary _inst.itut.ions to
support and strengthen the academic programmes of such higher institutions of
learning, These include libraries of the Universities, Colleges of.Educatlonfl‘echnology,
the Polytechnics and other Post-Secondary educational institun‘on§. LAk

The major objectives of the academic libraries are to assist its parent institution

',\ toachieve the aims of teaching, learning, research and extension work. As supported by
the view of Abdulkadir cited by Anafulu (1996:9-33) which stressed that: “The cemra!

| focus of any educational institution is its library. It is the hub of the system to which

both students and staff resort for academic nourishment. Thus an np-t”o-da.teh lib;‘:z

§ °.°lltributes in no small measure to paving way for academic exc?llence . Wit ::t .

; library, the aims/objectives in tertiary institutions of higher learning cannot be e nor |

 could academic programmes of such institutions adjudged appropriately.
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s the actual provision of library
rvice provision and this is why
functional and effective) jp

g Sy : librarie
Based on the objectives of academic ll:)hr .
y 1 e S
material (information needs) go along with

:abi ate : . need for good libraries (
Awojobi (2004:36) stated that the nee : B SHYON
;lighjc'l‘ institutions of learning cannot be over-emphasized, since the quality of any

education depends on the library, not only as . magnificent h“'ldh‘"g :’“(;‘:::’S“Ste f)f ;‘l. It
must be noted that the use of the library is what exposes the stU d. CRC
lecturers and researchers to the whole field of knowledge acquisition and to what s
practical in life of the past, present and the future. Generally, according to Agu

(2006:93) library services are described as the professional guidance to users. These

however, could vary in accordance with the type or category of.bot.h the'hbra ry and t'he
For instance, the services needed by users of academic libraries for effective
as well as implementing all enormous academic

pursuits and learning tasks must be rendered by the staff of academic libraries, which
threaten their role and survival. These authors further continued to say that pressure
will still be mounted on academic libraries in providing services to their users even
though with evolving technological innovations there are varieties and abundance of

information available to information users”.
Edoka (2000:120) pointed out that
hours of access to meet the demands of users”.

them to open for longer period of hours; weekend and v
than any other library. It would be apt, however, to refer to Syed Saad and Simonds

(1987:156) who stated that: Today's academic libraries face a lot of challenges™.

In tertiary institutions of higher leamning (colleges of education, polytechnics,
universities, research institutes), libraries have been the centre of intellectual activities, a
convergence for both staff and students. According to Akintunde (2004), the libraries in
many tertiary institutions have either earned the institutions accreditation or failed them
because libraries are regarded as tools for academic excellence. The libraries in the tertiary
institutions assist them in the discharge of their functions by acquiring all the varied and
relevant in-depth information resources necessary for pursuing the teaching, learning
‘r1esearch and public services functions of these institutions which enable them to produce

igh caliber graduates int :

2 glcll liber grad o the .labour rparket to further national development. Thus the
cademic institutions play a major role in manpower development of S '
roviding the high as well as middl any SHE 9.0

p g g as middle level manpower for the accelerati ' i

i wsieat ad f ; . eration of social, economic

politicz yancemento a nation. According to Edoka (2000), the | functi 3

academic libraries could thus be suminarizing as follows: Bl St g

To provide information materi i '

als required fi i
parentinstitution. quired for the academic programmes of the
To provide research info i
rmation resources in :
faculty and research students. Soonauee Wt e neiily of

Toprovide1 '
provide information resources for recreation and for personal self-development

26 -

users.
execution of learning demands

«academic libraries usually have copious
This implies that it is obligatory for
acations day's inclusive more
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of users.

To provide study accommodation in a useful variety of locations.

To provide protection and security for these materials.

To co-operate with other libraries at appropriate levels for improved information
services.

To provide specialized information service to appropriate segments of the wider
community.

The types of libraries required in Niger in this 21st century which is an information
drivenage are libraries which will provide up-to-date information resources in both printand
electronic media to support teaching, learning and research at all levels of education (pre-
primary/early child, secondary, colleges of education/technology, polytechnics and
universities) so that the right quality and capacity of the state's citizenry could benefit from
the provision of the right stock of knowledge that would transform the state rapidly. The
electronic libraries will also place at the disposal of pupils and students at all levels of
education the relevant information in both remote and immediate data bases all over the
world, that would enable them undertake in depth and effective teaching and learning.

According to Singh (2004), the concept of ownership has been left behind with
emphasis shifting from building strong local collections for long term use to accessing for
current use of electronic maternials made available by providers anywhere in the world.
Further more, libraries in many parts of the world now maintain 'hybrid libraries' in order to
make provision for both traditional (book) and digital collections to meet the information
needs of library users in this era where Information and Communication Technology
facilities have forced changes in access to information. Be that as it may, in the midst of the
necessity for electronic libraries at all levels of education in Nigeria, Ajibero (2000), paints a _
gloomy picture of the availability of information technology facilities in most libraries in
Nigeria, noting that: “The libraries have minimum automation mostly bibliographic
database on personal computer application software with only very few notable exceptions,

: there is a slow pace in automation, individual libraries are autonomous in many respect each
tailoring its collections and services to a local clientele. Nigerian libraries are oriented
t"wﬂds collections than access. There is no single on-line shared cataloguing system )
Nigeria not even between federal universities.” ‘ £
? . This observation by Ajibero (2000) goes to confirm the assertion

wmg\epmm day Nigeria is a country which has been ranked

i)
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hukwu (1999), submitted that the folio

and Kelec .
are hooked-up to the internet as

It is in this respect that Alasa
wries which

benefits are derivable from electronic IIDIAI hange
Quick and convenient information €xc pméLI.. 1 sands of fields.
Access to experienced and expert II]dl\V’I(lUJ S 1{1 ~

Access to regular updates on topics of interest, | S

Enhancement of team work, access t0 geographical distances;

Access to archives information;

Transfer of data between machines and

entertainment;

As a reference tool, the internet provides a wealth of up to date resources

unavailable :

in bound volumes;

The internet gives personal access to specialization and experts in hundreds of

Disciplines;

It enables you to reach your fellow librarians with messages and documents

independent of the constraints of mails, telegraphs or even fax.

One can collect news and facts which can be stored in one's computer for later

use inreference;

Resources in the internet allows libraries to provide better services to their patrons

by giving on-line access to information that would be difficult to locate in any other
manners

provide a great platform to have fun and

The internet provides access to on-line catalogues for libraries very close to or

on another continent and it gives access to bibliographic records of millions of books

and the details of the holdings of academic and research libraries around the world:

Electronic journals and newsletters are made available on a regular basié' :

Libraries can makc the selection of books required in their institutions a ’d d

th;:mcwithout going from one bookshop or publisher to another; s

The Computer Read Only Memory (CD i e ili

available inacademic libraries th:gégh tli%?’;i;;ig‘;ﬁi}versatfle pe
ormation technology.

onic libraries of the 21* century. Similarly, the

tio A ~ .
processes at all levels. The use of such librar nal system in their teaching and learning ot

make students we]|

better than those without such facilities.

s o R e
BRI SR
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Suumions for the \~\ ay Forward

In the light of thc‘ above, it is necessary that libraries in general as well as academie
jnstitution at all levels “’\Cd“"‘““‘“ in Nigeria should be reorganized drastically in line with
the electronic hibraries ofthe 217 century. Indoing this, the problems dentified b Adish
Kelechukwu (1999), as mulitating against the use of information technology facilities in
libranies 10 Nigena including should be effectively addressed. They include g

poor and inadequate telecommunication facilities

Poor level of computer literacy even within the acaderic communty.

Poor computer facilities

poor level of awareness of internet facilities in the academic commumty.

Minimum involvement of academic institutions in network building and diffusion

inAfrica;

Ignorance of decision or policy makers of the power of information network on

the economic and industrial development of a nation.

Zakari (1997), Ifidon (1998) and Kiondo (2004), have also identified gross under
funding of libraries as a major obstacle i the acquisition and application of information
technology in their services. This is amajor problem that should be addressed since adequate
funding is at the core of the provision of the facilities required to equip the electronic
libraries of the 21st century being advocated for education and national development in
Nigeriain the 21" century.

For a start, libraries at all levels of education in Nigena should be well stocked with
books and other information materials as a prerequisite to the provision of computers and
their associated technological facilities for all effective functioning in the 21" century. The
Federal Government should make and enforce good and suitable policies to give every
Nigerian child opportunity and the privilege to possess the information acquisition skills for
effective library utitilization and exploration of the internet which the present century
xmrbsinoeinfmmﬁonandcommmﬁon technology permeates all b '

y. :

-Itismgrmblethanmemommt.memgaimw‘m'
W&aw_mmmgthehopehmlimcm, :
* skill of use of libraries will enable children to learn to use, react &
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ation as W
the skills that w

dern industrial sy

and digital systems to source inform
collected to solve a felt need. These are
educational system to fit well into the mo

qualified manpower is indispensable. .
The present world now dependstoa large ex

L2 (]
" Inf ' unication Technologies ( | stude
means of Information Comm Sumc.emundersmndmg .

‘ ' “traini ipand impart
mustbeglventhekmdottrammgthatwould'equ d1 S ‘
technology that powers the information society. An information hterqcy programme should |

lum to provide students with a wider range of %}

be incorporated into schools' curricu . ‘ et
information handling skills which encompass accessing, processing andre ing relevant,
2004). Such skills will empower

timely, accurate information for identified need. (Opeke _
students to be conscious of the power of information in all spheres of life and hence be able to

apply the same in decision making and the construction of structures that make for enduring

political, social and economic development of a nation. - : i
The Nigerian Universities Commission, the Nigerian Library Association, the

Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria, etc, should be properly sensitized and
coordinated to carry out this exercise. Government should put forth comprehensive policies
back up a consistent good budgetary allocation to promote the provision of adequate library
facilities and resources at all level our educational system in State. Our educational
institutions are the bedrock platforms the pupils and students should be given the
opportunities to experience and explore well stocked libraries that would spark and develop
the spirit of independent inquiry and the manipulation of information to acquire knowledge.
Information consciousness coupled with skills in handling ICT facilities to obtain quick and
relevant information for decision making are the hallmarks of the highly skilled manpower
required for national development in this highly information dependent global world of the
21stcentury.
e 5 The Nigerian Government must rise up to the challenges of the 21" century
P e il mouos o i ol
2 emetheproduc’ts of ﬂug educati"onal system to contribute thgir c:ﬁ):aoas labgr::;s o\;’:l;:mw &
accelerated socio-economic, industrial, educational, political, etc. transformation and
of this great Nation if is to compete with e
= » other countries in the infor

on intensive information transfer by
CT). Therefore Nigerian students

>
R

_ {@oﬂﬁ@ foregoing, it is also imperative

needed literacy among other com

. s. According to Quin
sof

that librarians in all
v
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Sensitivity to information transfer issues S

Appreciation of the use of information to

| use gain competitive advantage
Training in worldwide information resources ' :

. Expenence in the techniques and skills of i information retrieval
Training in information dlssemmatton techniques.
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The rok of Hbraries in the educational system has been examined and the importa

R ¢ : ' nce

" am date deve J ss discussed. The
. ) . national or state dev clopment process |
ummnmm\vﬂfﬂ @m‘m b  of libraries in Nigeria and have been examined. |
presenn deplorablie state of various types of i 8 b st |
" < librarics and indeed all types of libraries in Niger State
R Sy - & . g be adequately stocked with up-to-date
aducational mstitutions of kaming should be @ ) .
sppropriate resources and facilities thus oquip them to serve effectively as tools for
The guality of libraries required for education and development in Nigeria/Niger
Sate w this 21w tenm\ must be libraries well stocked with up-to-date books and other
Bdrany resowrves in addition 1o libraries equipped with present day ICT facilities typical of
Be clectronic hibranes in Burope, USA, United Kingdom or elsewhere worthy of emulation
of the 21t contury. This quality and type of libraries established, staffed and well funded
acToss Be S m the vanous educational institutions will certainly and positively empower
@ Nigenan aducational system in all States of the Federation would provide the best
plarform 1 develop the neaded manpower that will aggressively transform the country in the
217 cemtury to catch wp wath its other nations which has already leading in this information -
s Tlueslhem(cllmgnecd for Nigerians in all walks of life to be conscious of the
- mmportance of information and hence take steps to utilize libraries effectively to update and
~ waden kmowledge regularly.  The Nigerian Government/all Tiers of Go t
e vk v ol ks vernment are
e Challense ¢ adequate provision of funds and other resources
0 oquip all types of Fbranes in all educati ghigis e
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