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‘Ab . The study was on availability and usage of information hteracy facilities among
' chool pupils in Akwa-Ibom State. It was carried out in 32 public primary

hools, and used simple random sampling technique to select 704 subjects. Serious
i Okofneglect and grossly inadequate information facilities were prevalent in almost
stat; public school studied. Recommendations were made for urgent remedial and
:lealnlﬂb approach to improve the present poor circumstances.

" primary S

[ntroduction and Literature Review

The hunters and the herdsmen of the pro-industrial times, and the day captains
of industry and commerce, found information to be important. According to Martin
(1988). information has become a talisman, a symbol of political potency and economic
prosperity. and an indispensable tool for the solution of any problem whatsoever.

As a geopolitical phenomenon, information carries implications for relations
benveen nations, for the future of institutions, for value systems and for ways of life.
Economically. information has already become a factor of such central importance that
is confidentiy forecast that the developed nations will be “information economics” by
the end of the present century. McCrank (1991) opined that, information is all around
useverywhere, and information literacy is a vital saving tool i in the information socwty
orsocieties irrespective of their level of development.

Information literacy is conceptualized to mean all the relevant core procedures,
formats, or steps enhancing the mastery of, the secking for or finding out, and the
] utlllzatlon of information to relieve seeker/user from any frustration whatsoever to solve
- Particular need or problem one may encounter in life (September, 1993). Thus,
| considering the important role of information in our life, the need to train ouy chﬂH’ren for
e acquisition of information literacy from their childhood, need not b¢ ove '
Information hteracy acquisition patterns must be given its well des 1
Oerly incorporated in the primary school curriculum, stpdnes nurtu
Ohn":{:he very beginning of childhood’s educational proce;s "i‘ﬁ
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not be possible, how much more enhancing children information literacy acquisition
_mastery in our pnmary schools

and non-book resources must

Adequate procurcment of relevant children books
be provided to answer the children many questions likelv to anse from the day-to-day

happening in the classroom thercby: thus providing avenuc to stimulate and sustain their

information literacy acquisition CONSCIOUSNESS.
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According to Ogunsheye (1978),

te cONSCIOUSNESS. It embodies
s shelves. tables and chairs,
desks. bulleting boards,

_.}'S‘cllrbol Library
© " “The term “School Library™ in the ficld of Librarianship denotes those libraries

in the f:lemcntary and‘ sccondz‘lr)'vschools, whereas libraries of institutions of higher
education are termed academic libraries’ (New Standard Encyclopedia 1986) The
unique role of libraries in society is enormous. It include educational mfomm‘v
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Other objectives include:
Develop in the child the ability to adapt to his changing cnvironment
Give the child opportunities for devdopmn manipulative skills that will enable
him to function effectively in the socicty within the limits of his capability, and
ultimately,
Providing basic tools for further cducatlonal advancement, including preparation
for trades and craft of the locality.
In pursuance of the set-objectives. government was to make provision for
\adequate conducive educational services which the school libraries were among. The
'school libraries were to be actually incorporated into the primary school educational
system, that is, in practical and well concrete terms in the primary schools because of
its great and indispensable positive contributions to actualize the set educational goals of
g'pnmarv school system, to make it functional, effective, and beneficial to our children.
3 The concept of ‘need’ according Advanced Learners Dictionary of Current.
hﬁﬁﬂghsh (2001) means, “circumstances in which something is lacking, or necessary. or -
munrlvlo some course of necessary action, that should be taken for its treatment, “want™
or “require”. In the context of this study. children’s information needs embody those
‘necessary requirements that will make them acquire information literate CONSCIOUSNESS.
This is becausc such consciousness will help children to acquire information skills mﬂ,
survive in the world where information is generated every second in all field of
knowledge. v
~ Across the world, there has been increasing concern for the needs of@sy
' blhty to. and utilization of information, which should be made a "rlght”towery
ing child (NATIS, 1978). 'Ihis is need because knowledge of mformatlongm'
iformation utiltization has been acknowledged as a normal part of every bcdy S ¢
life nced, and tool for decision-making mechanism or solution to life prob

in order to acquire the mastery of mformatlon utlhutlon chil 'en n
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experience in different ways. Teaching methods s

How Children Develop Learning ‘ R '
- Each child proceeds through levels of development in physicil ognitive ind effective
 domains. For example, Smart ( 1972) remarks that: € hildren walk betore skipping and

use two word sentences before talking fluently. _
. Deesee (1970) held similar views but however, asserted that — the child develops trys
before autonomy in line with the view of Erickson ( 1963). e
This principle holds true of all subsequent learning. I'his means lhm' as we
create appropriate learning environment for our children to learn, wl‘mlcwr lh'mg we
want them to learn, they can readily do so! By implication too, we can impair their
chances of learning effectively. The determination to learn new skills can therefore
greatly be facilitated, and nowhere more apparent than in a child’s learning to walk and
~ talk, but those who study child’s behaviour can aptly point to evidence of a child’s
~eagerness to learn in many other areas.

Objectives of the Study 1
This study seeks to investigate the availability and usage of information literacy ~

facilities among primary schools pupils in Akwa Ibom State. It intends to specifically:
i) Access facilities available and in use in primary schools to inculcate

information literacy in children.

To determine level of use of the available information literacy facilities by

~ primary schools. 3

- To examine pupil’s information literacy needs that would promote effective

learning. :

‘To determine the accessibility of the information literacy facilities to the

1 for the study consists of all the primary six pupils. This wa
t they have acquainted themselves with the available facilit
to enhance effective learning or acquisition of inform:
six pupils as the chosen target groups were
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) schools by b‘?“"“"ﬂ from W_hich samples were drawn. There were 3680 primary six
ils from Wh'ch 4 ”'?‘P'C S1ze of 640 pupils representing (17.4%) was randomly
scted. The main basis for this selection was on their 2nd Terminal Examination

It conductet}l by the school in which pupils scoring 60% and above on the average
as considered ideal for the study.

esearch Question One:

‘: What is the level of availability of information literacy facilities to primary schools
” pils in Akwa Ibom State?

ble 1: Availability and non-availability of information literacy facilities in school

- (N = 704)

Ttems Available Non-available
s Frequenty Percentage (% Frequency| Percentage(%)
hovision of standard school library 14 2.09 690 98

ough books in all school subjects. 170 T3 77 o ¢ * B
cading room with adequalc chairs/
ubles of variety design more appeal ing
fo pupils. 14 2 690 98

lending desks provided for staff 5 0.70 699 99.3
o

w books displayed for pupils/learners 50 7.1 654 929
Toilet, facilities and other conveniences 420 59.7 684 40.3

[idiovisuals/ TV sels/projectors unit

A 52 74 652 92.6
ictionary catalogue 4 0.57 700 99.4
...  eriices DoOks 4 0.57 700 9.4

ylencyclopedia 205 29 499 n
ighting and ventilation 1

ook shelves/file cabinets

b
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Research Question Two: > ey facilit
. ormation literacy iacilities amop e
What is the degree of usage ;f in & Pupijg in
primary schools in Akwa Ibom State i
. e H iliti i a 2 »
Table 2: Usage of information literacy facilities by primary school pupij ;, |
Akwa Ibom State g
Items Available Non-available ;
Frequency Percentage(°q) Frequenc) Pm’“‘ﬂ(% ;
\ :
I like to go to our school library 72 102 632 898 |
I can encyclopedia 147 209 557 ) B
I can find out any new words 200 284 660 716
I like reading newspaper in library 86 122 618 878
I enjoy reading novels in library 80 11.36 624 88.64
I'learn many things from picture
chart and maps 180 25.6 542 744
I always practice mathematics in
ways take us
the nature’s comer, 305 523
TTike t© do my assignment in the . -~ il
- 176 25 ;
In our school we study sometimes s e .
from radio set 64 9 l ,
Some Jessons in our school are shown ' 640 209 g
e p]
06 700 94 ]3
oo
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such facilities. Also 20.9% and 28.4% of the sample indicated that they ca8 use
encyclopedia and dictionary, while 79.1% and 71.6% indicated that they canfiot £5
encyclopedia and dictionary respectively. On the other hand, 87.8% of the samples
indicated that they do not like reading newspapers in library, while | 2.2% only indicated
reading newspapers in the library. y
Similarly 52.3% of the sample indicated that their teachers always taken them

to the Nature’s Corner, while 47.7% indicated the same to impart abstract information,
concepts and love to the pupils. However, 25% of the sample indicated that, their
teachers normally refer them to the library, while 75% indicated that they have never
been referred to the school library. This clearly suggests that the pupils are not encouraged
to search for information utilization on their own. The low percentages indicated by the
pupils for negative responses are indications that they are not given OPPO"‘““iﬁe,s,to
make use of information literacy facilities. However, even though negligible facilities
exist in few schools these are locked up by Head teachers in cupboards, cabinets or
drawers to the ignorant of pupils usage.

Research Question Three: %
What are the pupils’ information needs that would promote information literacy? §
i
- Table 3: Pupil’s Information Literacy Needs
Items Available . | Non-available :
Frequency Percentage (%) Frequency I’erceugg(%)
; Good school library. 672 95.41 32 454
} Textbooks in all schools subjects. 668 95.1 36 5.11
| ewspaper/journals. 634 90.1 70
. [CwiIdren encyclopedia [XLS 90.T 70
| Wordless picture books. 657 93.3 47
- [Instructional charts/tables 601 85.4 103
ﬁ Olobes/maps/diagrams 332 5 i 17z 5. kg
alia, specimen, objects. I 733 T W
e o8 T — 15—
N ovels mouFiction and ficton.- 528 B 7 X RO B L G o |
e B S ¥ p hs ety
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Do pupils have easy access 10 information literacy needs?
Table 4: Accesibility 0 information Jiteracy needs
tems Available Non-avallable
Our school Tibrary is always open Fregects Perceni= e Freguensd Percentage (%)
10 cv il 8 |.2 696 R &
2 ways borrow ks from oul — :
- _____1_4 et 19 690 979
ils i (
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Our teacher always take us to the 698 )9
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that 97',9% of the pupils do not borrow or any reading materials from the library. while
. 1.9% did. Also 0.98% of the sample indicated that teachers do take them t0 the library.
" This stgte means that pupils are not oriented to the use books and library as indicated by
item 5 in the questionnaire. Further to this is that library periods are not included in the
school timetable (99.6%). hence pupils are not exposeci to the art of using the library of
dictionary catalogue as indicated by 99.5% of the sample.
Gene.rally, the high percentage of negative responses
their usage of information literacy need is conclusively and tracea
to information literacy facilities.

from the respondents on
ble to lack of accessibility

A

#
|
|
{
3
:

Conclusion and Recommendations
Based upon the results of this study were the fol lowing recommendations drawn:
1. In order to inculcate children information literacy acquisition, government Sh(_““d
urgently in concrete and practical terms incorporate s hool library services into
the primary educational system in Akwa-Ibom State in particular, and the country
in general. However, where it is not possible to establish a standard library, a
reading room could be provided in the interim.
Government should empower the State Ministry of Education and the Primary
School Education Board to set in motion process of aggressive training of school
Librarians, Teacher-Librarians and those interested in Librarianship to raise
the necessary manpower that will man our primary school libraries. This can
be done through in-service and generous awards of scholarship to deserving

2

applicants. : |
3 Government should responsibly provide adequate books in all school su jec

areas, as well as all necessary library learning, resources throughout

primary school in the state. .
4. The use of books/school library should henceforth be made one of the pe

on the timetable in the school system, duly embodied in school syllab
seen to have been practiced.
; ~ To ensure its continuity and improvement, an independent bo el
" seasoned librarians, educationists and administrators set-up to ov
s of the schools of the school libraries. They b
ility and review where necessary
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should also be encouraged in the primary schoot]

SR : i week
~ Reader’s club/library S alert. ]

 This will keep the pupils busy an
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